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Malaysian architecture celebrates local ingenuity 

BY WONG LI ZA 

 

 

Completed Buildings, Sport: The Concrete Cloud, Bayan Club — Offering sports and commercial 
facilities to the residents of the surrounding area is the Bayan Club, designed by S. Pin Architect. 
Located on a small hill in Seri Kembangan, Selangor, the project was inspired by the canopy of 
tropical forests. The architect based the design on the concept of a heavy cloud-form at the top of 
the building, leaving the spaces below porous and open yet protected from the warm, humid 
weather. The design also enables natural ventilation in 70% of the building. — Photos from World 
Architecture Festival 

Making a mark in Malaysian architecture are these nine projects that were shortlisted at this 
year’s World Architecture Festival awards programme. 

PRESENTING the nine Malaysian projects that were shortlisted under various categories at the World 
Architecture Festival that took place in Singapore in early October. From the Socso rehabilitation 
building in Malacca and a private home library in Petaling Jaya to a bamboo play pavilion in Kuala 
Lumpur, there is a variety of ideas and concepts that deserve a mention for striving towards 
excellence in architecture and green design. 
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Completed Buildings, House: Private Library – Nestled in a Petaling Jaya residential area is the 
Private Library, designed by Unit One Design. A privately-owned retreat, the project was conceived 
to house the client’s extensive collection of books. Consisting of two building blocks with an open 
central courtyard, the property space is well lit, thanks to its orientation on an east-west axis, and 
has a relaxing ambience perfect for reading. The house is divided into two wings — one for living and 
the other for book storage — and both the ground and upper levels are lined with rows of 
bookshelves arranged around both sides of the building. 
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Future projects, Masterplanning: Bandar Malaysia — Spanning 196ha is Bandar Malaysia in Sungai 
Besi, Kuala Lumpur, a development project that combines a mixed-use community with a 
commercial district. A project by Broadway Malyan, Bandar Malaysia incorporates green 
infrastructure, sustainable and affordable housing, and a range of commercial and lifestyle facilities. 
Part of the plan is to create an inclusive, public transit-oriented city, where a ‘walkable community’ 
with a series of pedestrian and cycling networks will be featured. 

 

Completed Buildings, Health: Socso Rehabilitation Centre — This is, arguably, the first rehab 
complex in the world that combines medical and vocational rehabilitation with an allied health 
institute. A project by Anuar Aziz Architect located in Alor Gajah, Malacca, the clusters of buildings 
are seamlessly linked via a walkway conducive for both walking and wheelchair or buggy access. 
Extending across a 22ha, gently sloping site, the complex is certified under the Malaysian Green 
Building Index. 

 

Future Projects, Culture: The Bamboo Playhouse — A work by Eleena Jamil Architect, the bamboo 
playhouse is a public pavilion comprising a shaded play area, meeting place as well as resting and 
performance space. Located at the Perdana Botanical Garden (formerly, the Lake Gardens) in Kuala 
Lumpur, it will become one of the first formal bamboo structures in the city when completed. The 
modular structures explore the potential of using bamboo as a sustainable building material and the 
design reflects the local vernacular of kampung houses, where living areas are defined by raised 
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decks in varying heights laid out over a grid. Bamboo baskets suspended high above the ground form 
playful ‘tree-houses’ accessible from these decks. 

 

Completed Projects, Housing: Rhombus — Tucked on a quiet slope in Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur, this 
one-unit-per-floor condominium’s rhombus-shaped layout maximises floor space and facilitates 
clear views of the city’s skyline. Designed as a green building under Malaysia’s Green Building Index, 
it was also awarded the Palm Award Gold in 2013. Deep verandas are in place to create cross 
ventilation within the units themselves, and throughout the public floors, stack ventilation is created 
by large empty spaces. The hardened metallic outer facade is balanced with a warm interior of 
natural finishes such as timber, textured stones and handcrafted plaster. 
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Completed Buildings, House: Casa Lapis — This eco-friendly family house in Damansara Heights, 
Kuala Lumpur, was built without cutting across any parcel of land nor requiring landfill to preserve 
slope stability. Architron Design Consultants ensured that cross ventilation and convection is 
maximised to reduce the need for air-conditioning. With a total floor space of 1,280sqm, the 
structure looks like a house on metal stilts and patterned beams, and has a rooftop herb and 
vegetable garden. 

 

Completed Buildings, Production, Energy And Recycling: Factory On The Earth — An extension of 
an existing factory, this project in Johor aims to use the power of nature — rainwater, sunlight, wind, 
geothermal heat and vegetation — to minimise carbon emission. Designed by Ryuichi Ashizawa 
Architect & Associates as a sustainable factory, a large green roof doubles as a green platform that 
allows the surrounding forest to continue to flourish. Rainwater is collected into an underground 
water tank through pipes embedded in pillars within the factory. This water is used to water the 
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plants. The building’s facade incorporates a system of wired vines that both shields the faade from 
solar heat and serves as a vertical green wall. 

 

Completed Buildings, Office: 348 Sentral – Located within the Kuala Lumpur Sentral precinct is this 
Hijjas Kasturi Associates mixed-use project comprising an office wing, a residential block and a 
retail/office podium. The trapezoidal office tower features a glass facade, while the serviced 
residence has more of a solid concrete look. The office tower has attained the USGBC Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Platinum rating and hopes to secure the Green Building 
Index (GBI) Gold rating. The serviced residence also aims to be GBI certified. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Lifestyle/Features/2014/11/26/Malaysian-architecture-celebrates-
local-ingenuity/ 
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‘Half of three to five-star hotels in country are green’ 

MORE than 50% of the three to five-star hotels in the country are eligible for Green Building Index 
(GBI) certification, says Malaysian Association of Hotels (MAH) president Sam Cheah Swee Hee. 
Cheah said there were over 1,000 three to five star hotels in the country, and more than half of 
them had already fulfilled the six basic criteria of the GBI index. Most of these hotels, he said, had 
fulfilled the criteria without even knowing it. “The six criteria are related to energy efficiency, indoor 
environment quality, site management, material and resources, water efficiency and innovation. 
“These hotels should apply for GBI certification. 

“With the GBI certification, they can get incentives from the government for the green material they 
use in the upgrading works,” he said at a green hotel seminar organised by MAH and sponsored by 
Nippon Paint in Penang recently. Cheah said MAH was now working on a green hotel directory, 
which would help tourists who were particular about checking into hotels with GBI certification. 
“The directory would provide information on the level of green certification awarded to the hotels 
and all the other key details of the properties. “We are targeting for the directory to be released in 
2015,” he added. 

On the occupancy rate of hotels in Kuala Lumpur, Cheah said that until October, the occupancy rate 
of the three to five-star hotels in the city registered at less than 60%. “We expect the figures to 
move up slightly by the end of the year,” he said. Cheah said the number of check-in from domestic 
guests into three to five-star hotels in Kuala Lumpur had declined slightly. “This is probably due to 
the competition from budget hotels and serviced apartments that have mushroomed in Kuala 
Lumpur over the past two years. The actual domestic arrival figures may not have dropped,” he said. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/11/13/Half-of-three-to-fivestar-hotels-in-
country-are-green/ 
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Making cities liveable 

Saturday, 4 October 2014 

By: SERINA HIJJAS 

THE Low-Carbon Cities Framework (LCCF) serves as the driving force for sustainability at the national 
level to meet Malaysia’s greenhouse gas or carbon dioxide (CO2) reduction. National targets have 
been set, with big picture dates like the Wawasan 2020 for a total reduction of 40% of CO2 emission 
intensity. As green buildings, based on Green Building Index (GBI), hit the 100 million sq ft mark, we 
ask ourselves can we do more for our communities to give a better sense of well-being. Local 
government authorities too are asking if we can provide better liveable cities with safer 
neighbourhoods for our new and old communities in urban and suburban centres. 

In just a decade, our population has grown from 23 million to 29 million, a 25% increase. The current 
CO2 emission is at approximately 7.07t per capita and electricity consumption at 93.8 GWh as a 
nation. With 70% of our population moving to urban centres and periphery suburbs, it is imperative 
that we converge mobility and our land use planning to work far more succinctly. The Kuala Lumpur 
landscape has changed tremendously in the past 20 years due to rapid urbanisation and 
construction. 

The transformation plan to increase public transportation networks in the next six years comes only 
too urgently, enabling 50% of all trips in the Klang Valley to be done on public transport by 2020, up 
from the current 17%. Klang Valley RT Lines 2 and Lines 3 will increase the connectivity of the 
greater Klang Valley to the suburbs. Kuala Lumpur and Selangor will need to turn and refocus on 
ways to reconnect pedestrian life, regenerate and in some cases repair the city’s sense of place, to 
be a garden city it once was. Putrajaya, Cyberjaya, and Bandar Iskandar are adopting as new cities 
with the Low Carbon Society framework, Malacca is working on its own Low Carbon Framework 
model too. 

At the working level of new and old townships, it is natural and practical to adopt GBI’s Township 
Tool rating system because it incorporates the national concerns of the LCCF framework and Town 
Planning Neighbourhood guidelines. The necessity to address urban and suburban developments, 
beyond individual buildings, at scales larger than 20 acres in the forms of townships is in direct 
response to the types of larger developments usually seen only in Malaysia. These will then be 
related back to the Malaysia’s big picture objectives of reducing CO2 emission intensity from energy, 
infrastructure, water management, waste and transportation with increased green lungs. At the very 
least, the target is to reduce present CO2 emissions by 20% in all these five main sectors at a 
certification level. 

In Malaysia, there are four projects that received the GBI certification — Sunway Integrated Resort 
City at a scale of 738 acres, KENRimba at 60 acres, TunRazak Exchange at 70 acres and Canal City 
1,879 acres. Only two of these projects are at the initial planning stage and are therefore able to set 
more comprehensive targets. The planning takes into consideration and adoption of features from 
the following six main green township criteria — climate, energy and water, environment and 
ecology, community planning and design, transportation and connectivity, building and resources 
and business and innovation 
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GBI’s Township Tool adopts qualitative measures of sustainability captured under the environment, 
ecology, community planning and transportation and connectivity to encourage a better or 
increased balance of these factors in the design and development of our cities. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/SME/2014/10/04/Making-cities-liveable-Green-buildings-
among-ways-to-reduce-effects-of-greenhouse-gases/?style=biz 
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Move to transform Putrajaya into green city 

BY ZUHRIN AZAM AHMAD 

PUTRAJAYA: Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak wants the Federal administration centre transformed into a 
green, smart and connected city to showcase Malaysia’s economic and technological advancements. 
This, the Prime Minister said, would be a follow-up feat to the Perdana Putra building achieving a 
Platinum rating in the Green Building Index (GBI). “Perdana Putra is one of the most energy-efficient 
buildings in Malaysia and has been categorised as a high-performance green building. It is my 
intention that it become a catalyst for similar initiatives across the country,” Najib said. 

Perdana Putra, the Prime Minister’s Department Complex, is a six-storey building comprising a main 
block with east and west wings. “Beyond Perdana Putra, I would like to see the entire city of 
Putrajaya transformed into a green, smart and connected city that will showcase our economic and 
technological advancements,” he said at the GBI Platinum Certification handing-over ceremony here 
yesterday. The certificate was handed by KFM Holdings Sdn Bhd group chief executive Nurolamin 
Abas to Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Dr Ali Hamsa. 

GBI is Malaysia’s recognised green rating tool for buildings to promote sustainability in the urban 
environment and raise awareness among developers, architects, engineers, planners, designers, 
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contractors and the public. Perdana Putra is the first successful large-scale upgrading of an existing 
building on a private finance initiative module undertaken by KFM Holdings Sdn Bhd. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2014/09/09/Move-to-transform-Putrajaya-into-green-
city/ 
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Given the green light 

BY SHALINI RAVINDRAN 

 

The newly built Menara PJH in Putrajaya has a number of green features including solar panels, rain 
water harvesting and a mini wetland to create a sustainable building. WHEN we think of large 
buildings, especially high-rises, we rarely consider just how much energy is needed to keep these 
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buildings running. In Malaysia, large and high-rise buildings account for almost 40% to 50% of energy 
consumption and 30% of greenhouse-gas emissions. Left unchecked, this could put further stress on 
our already strained environment. But changing the way buildings are designed, built and run will 
make them more energy-efficient and can have a significant impact on energy policies, notes 
architect Von Kok Leong, who is with the Green Building Index (GBI), a group that promotes 
sustainable architecture. 

“Green, or sustainable, architecture focuses on increasing the efficiency of resource use while 
reducing the building’s impact on human health and the environment during its life cycle. This can 
be done through better siting, design, construction, operation, maintenance, and removal. “Green 
Buildings, as these buildings are known, should be designed and operated to reduce the overall 
impact of the built environment on its surroundings. In order to design, build and operate in a world 
affected by climate change, the need for scalable solutions applied within the local context is key, 
which is where GBI comes in,” he explained. 

GBI is a green certification rating designed by the Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM) and the 
Association of Consulting Engineers Malaysia (ACEM) for Malaysia’s tropical climate and current 
social, infrastructural and economic development. A green building is achieved when six key criteria 
are met — energy-efficiency, indoor environmental quality, sustainable site planning and 
management, materials and resources as well as water efficiency and innovation. Von, who is 
chairman of the GBI Accreditation Panel, said Malaysian architects and developers were increasingly 
moving towards green buildings.  

“Since GBI was first introduced to Malaysia in 2009, there has been a significant increase in projects 
applying for the certification. “When it was first introduced, there was only one project certified 
green, but now we have more than 240 projects certified and a further 597 building projects in the 
country vying for the certification. “Part of the reason is the increase of awareness among 
developers and buyers about the benefits of green buildings such as allowing building owners to 
command an additional selling price above the market price,” he said. Since 2009, 88 projects in 
Kuala Lumpur and 89 in Selangor have been certified. 

 

Menara PJH uses Lux Light Level Sensors to measure internal and external light levels and 
automatically adjusts the lighting in the building. 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  12 

An additional 162 projects in Kuala Lumpur and 211 in Selangor have applied for the GBI 
certification. Von, who was also a member of the Joint LAM-PAM Sustainability Committee that 
helped establish GBI, said buildings that had been certified by GBI had generated more than 108mil 
sq ft (gross floor area) of green space in the country. “These buildings are able to reduce CO2 
(carbon dioxide) emissions by 475 tonnes annually,” he said. 

Achieving GBI status 

For a building project to receive accreditation from GBI, there are several stages and criteria that 
need to be fulfilled. In Stage One, applicants complete and submit the GBI Application Form and a 
registration fee will be set depending on the size of the project. Upon payment of the fees, a GBI 
Certifier will then be appointed for the project. Stage Two is where the Design Assessment (DA) is 
done. During this stage, applicants can submit their project design either directly or through an 
appointed GBI facilitator. 

 

Solar panels on the roof of Menara PJH in Putrajaya is able to generate electricity that contributes to 
the electricity the building. 

“Submissions should be done when all key criteria of the design are finalised and preferably before 
the commencement of construction, to enable the project to be monitored and assessed in its 
entirety. “The GBI Certifier will, upon completion, table the assessment report to the accreditation 
panel to register and award the certification. The provisional GBI DA certification will then be issued 
with an accompanying GBI score sheet to show the scores achieved,” Von said. “Once the project is 
completed, the Completion and Verification Assessment (CVA) will be conducted during Stage Three. 

“This is to be done within 12 months of completion or when the building is 50% occupied, whichever 
is earlier. The final GBI award will be issued by the Accreditation Panel upon completion of this CVA 
assessment,” he explained. “We conduct consultations every fortnight for GBI project applicants and 
those who intend to pursue GBI certification. “The sessions consist of 30-minute discussions with our 
panellists relating to technical questions on GBI certification including the three stages of Application 
and Registration, DA and CVA submission,” he added. 
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Buildings are awarded GBI Platinum, Gold, Silver or Certified ratings depending on the scores 
achieved and will have to be re-assessed every three years in order to maintain their GBI rating to 
ensure they are well-maintained. 

Going green 

The lure for architects and builders to go green has increased during the past few years in large part 
due to the falling cost of sustainable materials. Von said the cost of making a building green was not 
as much as most people would think. “Sustainable materials are increasingly easy to come by locally 
as the demand has grown. “In fact, greening buildings does not necessarily require high technology,” 
he said, adding that a return on investment could usually be seen within one to five years. Von said 
unlike other countries that had made it mandatory for all buildings to be energy-efficient, in 
Malaysia it was done on a voluntary basis. 

 

One of the requirements of a green building is that the recommended noise level for an open space 
should be below 45 decibels which is measured using a Sound Level Meter. 

Building materials typically considered to be “green” include lumber from forests that have been 
certified to a third-party forest standard, a rainwater harvesting system, use of light-emitting diode 
(LED) lamps, and a landscape area of about 10% to 15% out of their total development area. “Well-
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designed buildings also help reduce the amount of waste generated by the occupants by providing 
on-site solutions such as waste sorting to reduce matter going to landfills. “Even having 3R bins in 
and around the building can help in greening the building,” he highlighted. He said current building 
bylaws and codes needed to be upgraded to meet higher standards of building performance, which 
indirectly required the use of greener materials. “In the long term, the most successful way to drive 
energy use down is in operations and the behaviour of occupants,” he reiterated. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/09/02/Given-the-green-light-Certification-
awarded-to-sustainable-designs-that-meet-six-key-criteria/ 
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Homegrown chain receives gold rating from Green Building Index 

THE newly-opened Tune Hotel klia2 has received a double recognition for its green technology and 
energy-efficient features. Beyond the conventional green products of LED lights and energy-efficient 
equipment, Tune Hotels has taken its green initiative further by employing holistic sustainability in 
its building design. The hotel has been awarded a provisional Gold Rating by the Green Building 
Index (GBI) Accreditation Panel and subsequently submitted as the first demonstration project under 
the Building Sector Energy Efficiency Project (BSEEP). 

At the hotel’s launch, Deputy Energy, Green Technology and Water Minister Datuk Seri Mahdzir 
Khalid said: “I am very pleased to witness a homegrown brand embracing energy and water 
efficiency, as well as green technology. Today, the need to care for our environment has never been 
more crucial. It is no longer a ‘special interest’ but a mission to save our planet from environmental 
degradation.” Mark Lankester, who received the Gold GBI certification for the hotel, said: “We are 
elated with the recognition. To be the largest hotel to be GBI Gold-certified is a fantastic 
accomplishment. 

As an ongoing BSEEP national demonstration project, we are very pleased to showcase how energy-
efficient buildings can be operationally very cost effective and most importantly, benefit the bottom 
line of the business. As we have always said, being more cost effective allows us to pass on benefits 
to our guests.” “Nonetheless, the comfort of our guests was the priority in the design stage for the 
Tune Hotel klia2. Great emphasis was given to the indoor environment quality, thermal comfort, 
lighting levels and luminosity, noise control, air quality and daylight availability, on top of energy and 
water efficiency,” he added. 

As a BSEEP demonstration project, Tune Hotel klia2 will provide real-time data to illustrate and 
improve confidence in the feasibility, performance, energy, environmental and economic benefits of 
energy-efficient building technology applications. It is intended to be an example in supporting the 
design and construction of other real-life energy efficient buildings. On the implementation of 
Environmental and Sustainable Design for Tune Hotel klia2, Faber Group executive director Azmir 
Merican said that during the design stage, extensive simulations were carried out to ensure the 
hotel is energy efficient, with a projected building energy intensity (BEI) index of 159KWh/m2/yr. 
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In Malaysia, the BEI benchmark for similar performance rating is at 200KWH/m2/yr for “up to three-
star” hotels and 290KWh/m2/yr for “four-star and above” hotel category while the BSEEP 
benchmark is 187KWh/m2/yr. Another key highlight is water efficiency, which is estimated at more 
than 40% water savings compared to a conventionally designed hotel building. This is attributed 
mainly towards the use of harvested rainwater for the toilet, cleaning and irrigation purposes. 
Landscape plant selection also played a key role. Only native or locally adaptive plants that required 
minimal or almost no irrigation, were selected. 

The 400-room Tune Hotel klia2 opened for business on May 9, 2014. The hotel is directly connected 
to the new Kuala Lumpur International Airport 2 (klia2) terminal via a covered walkway and link 
bridge, allowing easy and convenient access to check-in counters as well as the Gateway@klia2 mall. 
The hotel has an expansive open-air courtyard lounge and 167 parking bays with a portion of the 
parking area allocated exclusively for green, electric and hybrid vehicles. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/07/05/Homegrown-chain-receives-gold-
rating-from-Green-Building-Index/ 
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Developer aims for gold with green building efforts 

IDEAL United Bintang Bhd (IUBB) is targeting to obtain the gold Green Building Index (GBI) 
certification for the Tree Sparina and Solaria projects in Bayan Lepas, Penang. IUBB senior strategic 
design manager Gan Heng Fey said in an interview that solar panels and rain harvesting systems 
were among the green facilities that would be installed for the projects. The RM375mil Tree Sparina, 
comprising 548 condominium units, is the first phase of the Ideal Vision Park project, while the 
RM300mil Solaria, a commercial cum residential high-rise scheme, is part of the One Residence 
project. 

Gan said to get the gold GBI cer-tification, the aim of the projects was to obtain 83 points from the 
GBI panel, comprising representatives from the Malaysian Institute of Architects and the Association 
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of Consulting Engineers Malaysia. “The panel will look at the design and the material used. “Both the 
projects would be designed to have a north-south orientation, so that the units could avoid sunlight 
penetration from the west and east. “We will also use aluminium screens for all the balconies to 
further reduce sunlight penetration. “Lighter colours will also be used for the facade of the buildings 
to reduce heat absorption,” he said. Gan said piling works had started for Tree Sparina, which was 
already sold out since the launch a year ago. “The project is scheduled for completion in 2017. “We 
have also received overwhelming registration for Solaria, which will be launched soon,” he added. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/05/06/Developer-aims-for-gold-with-green-
building-efforts/ 
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Building 'green' becoming more feasible and is cost-saving 

BY CHOONG MEK ZHIN 

 

 

Specially built shades that protect the new SJK (C) Lai Ming school from being directly heated by the 
sun. 

GREEN is the new black, but unlike fashion trends that come and go, this trend among the 
construction fraternity seems to be here to stay. “Greening” buildings has become more popular and 
affordable, the latter being a key to encouraging its wider practice. According to the Green Building 
Index (GBI), a green building is achieved when six key criteria are met — energy-efficiency, indoor 
environmental quality, sustainable site planning and management, materials and resources as well 
as water efficiency and innovation. 

In the past few years, prices of equipment and materials for an eco-friendly building have dropped 
since they are now locally available. This makes it not only feasible for property owners to have an 
eco-friendly building but also cost-saving over the long term.  
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An artist's impression of the green mosque being built in Cyberjaya. Beyond the main prayer hall is 
an open courtyard that will provide natural light into the deeper part of the building. 

“When I built my house almost four years ago, I had to source for low-emissivity (Low-E) laminated 
glazed windows and doors overseas because none was available locally. “These days, however, not 
only can you get them here but there are other types available such as double and even triple-
glazing,” said architect Dr Tan Loke Mun, a well-known resident of Section 11, Petaling Jaya. His 
house, with its unique design, is often in the news. It won the Green Building Index (GBI) platinum 
certification in 2010, the highest attainable in the country. 

Its concept is that of a tree with a large canopy that shelters the living space beneath, that is further 
cooled through elements such as building orientation, insulated roof with additional ventilated 
ceiling space, green creepers to shade the side of the house, adjustable cross-ventilated living spaces 
and wind turbines. Apart from residential and commercial projects, many have started to realise that 
going green for ground-up developments is the natural direction to take. 
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SJK (C) Lai Ming in Bukit Jalil, which was newly relocated from its former prime location in Jalan 
Ampang, is a fine example of an educational establishment adopting the green method. The new 
school building sits on a 2.22ha site and aims to be GBI certified, said the school’s board of directors 
chairman Ng Beh Tong. “We believe it is everyone’s responsibility to try to save the environment and 
by doing this, we also educate and create early awareness among the pupils on this subject,” he said. 

In Malaysia, there is no mandatory requirement for new developments to go green, unlike Singapore 
and other developed countries. Most organisations, like SJK (C) Lai Ming, do it for the operational 
cost savings in the long run. Ng said although eco-friendly features were introduced to save cost, 
they expected their monthly expenses to increase largely due to air-conditioning as the the new 
school was bigger compared to the old one. He said the administration had done as much as they 
could to keep the school energy-efficient, short of reducing the comfort of the pupils and staff. “This 
is achieved by having a central air-conditioning system that can be controlled individually from the 
rooms. “We hope teachers will use it wisely and only when necessary,” he said, adding that the 
building’s temperature would also be kept down through good building design that allowed cross 
ventilation. 

Ng said that among other elements helping to achieve their goal was the space incorporated under 
the roof for ventilation while longer overhangs and permanent outer window shades reduced heat 
gain through the windows. He said these and a rainwater harvesting system as well as a number of 
other special features contributed to an additional construction cost of between 5% and 10%. 

 

Based on responses from property owners, this is a figure they are generally comfortable with when 
mulling over creating an eco-friendly building. ATSA Architects chief executive officer Azim A. Aziz 
said in this day and age, going green might even result in additional revenue, citing a project they 
were currently working on — the first green mosque in Malaysia. The mosque in Cyberjaya is aiming 
for platinum certification. One of its innovative elements is the use of solar panels on its roof. 

Although solar panels may seem common, ATSA has built it as such that they double as a shade for 
Muslims to pray on the roof. The real value of the panels will be in the electricity it is able to 
generate. It can be fed into the national grid for additional income. Like most other mosques, this 
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one also features a dome but this will be built using double-glazed glass with space for heat, with the 
help of a large extractor fan, to escape. GBI Sdn Bhd general manager Dr Herman Teo said laymen 
need not be intimidated by the green movement and any houseowner could make their homes 
more environmentally friendly. 

“There are many things one can do without hiring an expert or structurally changing a building or 
house. “Books are a good source of knowledge. There are also other factors one can observe in 
everyday life, such as recycling and separating trash that contributes to GBI-rating points,” he said. 
Azim said green practices were not as new as we think, citing examples of mosques built in the pre-
1990s. “Those were not air-conditioned and built to have good cross ventilation. 

“In some surau in the kampung, rainwater is collected in containers that is used for washing before 
prayers,” he said. Love it or hate it, embracing the green building concept and adopting eco-friendly 
ways may not be a matter of individual choice soon as policies or laws may come into play. However, 
more likely than not, people may be forced to adopt greener ways simply because of the rising cost 
of living. 

> GBI was incorporated in February 2009 and is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Malaysian Institute of 
Architects (PAM) and the Association of Consulting Engineers Malaysia (ACEM) to administrate GBI 
accreditation and training of GBI facilitators as well as certifiers. Its rating tools, which can be used as 
guidelines, is available online for free. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/04/14/A-growing-trend-Building-green-
becoming-more-feasible-and-is-costsaving/ 

 

More buildings in KL start to show gains in energy efficiency 

Friday, 4 April 2014 

MORE Corporations worldwide are starting to show off their green credentials in the context of 
increasing public awareness on global warming and environmentalism. The race to become greener 
often starts with energy efficiency in the workplace. After all, becoming more energy efficient has 
the dual impact of reducing a business’ carbon footprint and lowering their overhead costs. The 
office buildings that dominate Kuala Lumpur’s skyline utilise large amounts of energy on a daily 
basis. With average electricity rates going up by 15% this year, businesses have made it their priority 
to streamline their energy consumption in order to remain competitive. 

Building owners and corporations are looking for facilities management companies with ISO 50001 
Energy Management Systems to help them integrate energy efficiency measures into their buildings 
as a value-added service. Uptown FM International Sdn Bhd (UFMI), a subsidiary of See Hoy Chan 
Sdn Bhd, has repositioned itself to meet this changing trend. Leading the way towards a sustainable 
future, UFMI has become the first facilities management company in the country certified with the 
international ISO 50001 standard for energy management system by certification company SGS, and 
Japan Accreditation Board (JAB) accreditation. 
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“We chose to implement the ISO 50001 framework because it is internationally recognised as one of 
the most rigorous standards for energy management. With this system, we are leading the way in 
the facilities management industry for more energy efficient practices. Buildings or facilities with 
high energy consumption are able to reap benefits from our effort to continuously improve energy 
efficiency,” says UFMI senior vice president Gavin Chong. 

UFMI has retrofitted the commercial buildings of Uptown 1, Uptown 2 and Wisma Goldhill in Kuala 
Lumpur to streamline their energy consumption. As air-conditioning systems and lighting take up the 
bulk of electricity usage in buildings, energy optimisation in these areas has become UFMI’s main 
priority. “Since April last year, we have made energy savings of between 10% and 15% in the 
buildings we manage. The savings we gain are passed directly to the building owners, substantially 
reducing operating costs and ultimately increasing their competitive edge,” says Chong. 

In the context of corporate tenants aiming to reduce the environmental impact of doing business, 
ISO 50001 certification also boosts the desirability and image of commercial buildings. “When a 
corporation takes up residence in an ISO 50001 certified office building, they are ensuring a greener 
workplace. It sends a message to their stakeholders that they are committed to sustainability and 
saving energy,” adds Chong. 

Electricity consumption is expected to grow by 3.5% to 4.5% over the next five years, with economic 
growth spurring demand. It is imperative now that corporations, as one of the key consumers of 
energy, continue to pave the way for the efficient use of energy and more sustainable growth. The 
See Hoy Chan group has a long history in residential property development, dating back to 1963. The 
group is behind the success stories of Taman Paramount, Taman Bahagia, Damansara Jaya, 
Damansara Utama and Damansara Uptown. It builds on its established history and experience to 
constantly innovate. To this end, the See Hoy Chan group has continued to expand its expertise, 
diversifying its business interests into property investment, facilities management, interior design, 
parking management and so on. This year, the group celebrates its 75th anniversary, proudly tracing 
its earliest origins back to a humble sundry store in Kuala Lumpur. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/SME/2014/04/04/Green-gains-momentum-More-buildings-
in-KL-start-to-show-gains-in-energy-efficiency/?style=biz 
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Updated: Tuesday March 25, 2014 MYT 7:28:48 AM 

Green guideline for hotels 

BY CHOONG MEK ZHIN 

A NEW guideline to help hotels and resorts become more energy efficient and achieve Green 
Building Index (GBI) accreditation has been launched. The GBI Hotel and Resort Tools can be 
downloaded for free and is aimed at helping hotels and resorts learn more about the benefits 
associated with greening their properties and how to go about it. This is the latest in a series of 
guidelines launched by GBI, including for new residential areas and even township construction. 

Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM) president Chan Seong Aun said the idea of making buildings 
more green was widely accepted now. “We have almost 100million sq ft of gross floor area of GBI 
certified buildings in Malaysia, and it is becoming common practice,” he said. He added that 
accreditation for hotels and resorts would be based on the same criteria as other buildings, though 
the weightage of each might vary. 

GBI Accreditation Panel chairman Von Kok Leong said the cost of making a building green was not as 
much as most people think. “Greater demand has led to increased availability of materials and other 
things that help create a green building. “In fact, greening buildings does not necessarily require high 
technology,” he said, adding that a return on investment could usually be seen within one to five 
years.  

Von said unlike other countries that have made it mandatory for all buildings to be energy efficient, 
in Malaysia it was done on a voluntary basis. A green building is one that efficiently utilises resources 
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such as energy, water and materials while reducing the impact on human health and the 
environment during the building’s lifecycle, through elements such as design, construction, 
operation, maintenance and removal. GBI was set up in 2009 as Greenbuildingindex Sdn Bhd to 
provide for a localised green building rating tool and is a wholly-owned subsidiary of PAM and the 
Association of Consulting Engineers Malaysia (ACEM). 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/03/25/Green-guideline-for-hotels-Tool-
highlights-benefits-and-procedures-of-being-energy-efficient/ 
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New buildings must comply with criteria to get approval 

BY BRENDA CH'NG 

 

 

A total of 1,400 trees are planted within the compound of PJ Trade Centre, Damansara Perdana. 

NEW developments, be it commercial or residential, must fulfil a list of green criteria set by the 
Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ) before the green light is given. This is all part of MBPJ’s plan to 
make the city a sustainable one come 2030, by kicking off with a low carbon city framework 
programme this year. Developments including semi-detached structures and bungalows will have to 
be fitted with a rainwater harvesting system. Meanwhile, new commercial and mixed commercial 
developments will have to fulfil five things. 
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Petaling Jaya mayor Datin Paduka Alinah Ahmad together with Lee and former councillor Cynthia 
showing off the Green Apple award given to them by the Green Organisation for their Green Rebate 
Scheme. 

On the checklist are, a rainwater harvesting system, green building index (GBI) compliance, use of 
light emitting diode (LED) lamps, eco-friendly development manual (Masma) specifications and a 
landscape area of about 10% to 15% out of their total development area. “These things would have 
to be fulfilled first before the approval for the planning permits are issued,” said MBPJ’s one-stop 
centre (OSC), head Lee Lih Shyan. New developments have been advised to adhere to the green 
requirements since 2010 but this year, MBPJ will be making it compulsory for all. 

Green Requirements 

a) Rainwater Harvesting 

Applicants for new developments will be required to install a rainwater harvesting system according 
to guidelines set by the Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government Ministry. This comes under 
the ministry’s Guidelines for Installing A Rainwater Collection and Utilisation System. Developments 
include bungalows, semi-detached structures, apartments, condominiums, commercial units and 
even mixed development units. Between 2010 and 2011, MBPJ received 418 applicants, while there 
were 117 applications in 2012 and 93 as of September 2013. 
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Rainwater harvesting system installed at a community hall as part of MBPJ low carbon framework 
2014. 

(b) Green Building Index (GBI) 

New developments will have to adhere or meet the requirements of the green building standards. In 
other words, buildings have to meet the criteria on energy and water efficiency. This is to be 
reflected in the building plans submitted to the city council. For example, using materials such as LED 
lights, efficient energy usage through solar panelling or even sufficient windows where sunlight can 
come through. Applicants have to submit this together with the building plans and not after the final 
reports. Projects approved in accordance with the GBI were 61 for 2010 to 2011, 16 for 2012 and 13 
between January and September 2013. 

This GBI requirement, however, is only required for bigger-scaled developments like commercial 
units or mixed developments. In addition, developers are also required to include a landscape area 
of about 10% to 15% in their projects. 
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Wisma Rehda in Petaling Jaya adhering to the council’s green guidelines by installing lots of glass 
panelling to conserve energy. 

This space will have to be free from utilities and other structures and set aside for landscaping. 
Between 2010 and 2011, only 62 developments applied, 26 in 2012 and 24 between January and 
September 2013. Other initiatives MBPJ will be taking on for their low carbon city project is the use 
of LED lights for all new developments. These energy-saving bulbs are also used to light up the back 
alleys of houses around the city. Started in 2012, the city council had allocated RM100,000 to fitting 
LED lights at residential areas with back lanes. Meant to promote green initiatives and also for safety 
reasons, the LED lights are timed to turn on from 7pm to 7am. Future developments will also have to 
be outfitted with LED bulbs. 

Green Rebates 

Open to 100,000 households in the city, homeowners are urged to go green and stand a chance to 
get an assessment rebate of up to 100%. The value of the rebate will be determined by six criteria 
such as energy, water, transport, compost, biodiversity and other green initiatives they may have. 
For example, cultivate a garden in the house or participate in recycling activities. 
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One of the existing commercial building in Petaling Jaya adhering to the council’s green guidelines by 
installing lots of glass panelling and LED lights to conserve energy. 

Owners of semi-D’s, terrace, bungalows, apartments, condominiums and flats are eligible. Applicants 
will need to present their application form along with a copy of their latest assessment bill, 
electricity bill, water bill and myKad. Homeowners who have received the rebate will be required to 
reapply for the following year. They will also be required to take on more green initiatives. In 2011, 
only 50 applied, with 49 eligible to participate and 13 receiving a 100% rebate. Meanwhile in 2012, 
83 applied, 65 were eligible and 15 received a 100% assessment rebate. As of August 2013, 123 
applied, 97 were eligible and 24 received a 100% rebate. 

Thanks to this green rebate scheme, MBPJ was recently recognised by the UK-based Green 
Organisation as an international Green Ambassador. “After three years, we were finally awarded the 
Green Apple award under the category of Rebates for Green Living,” said MBPJ councillor Cynthia 
Gabriel. She said that this not only benefitted homeowners but also helped create a symbiotic 
relationship between the council and residents. “It’s quite special because not all countries 
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implement this kind of scheme. We are among the few,” she added. Gabriel, along with other 
councilors, represented MBPJ to collect the award in London recently. 

 

Fancy taking a shower next to a tree? That’s a special feature of the health club at PJ Trade Centre. 

She hopes more people will participate in this rebate scheme next year as MBPJ has already 
allocated a bigger budget for the purpose. Apart from this, MBPJ will also be extending their hybrid 
car scheme for free parking from a month to a year. Anyone who buys a hybrid car next year in 
Petaling Jaya will be eligible to receive free parking in the city for a year. “Previously, it was only a 
month but to encourage more people to go green, we will extend to a year,” she said. She added 
that MBPJ would strive to get more international recognition in the green department. She added 
that the council aimed to share green project ideas and knowledge with other green ambassadors 
here. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/02/25/Stricter-green-guidelines-New-
buildings-must-comply-with-criteria-to-get-approval/ 
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Updated: Sunday February 2, 2014 MYT 2:09:10 PM 

DBKU intends to turn ageing depot into green building 

KUCHING: The Kuching City North Commission (DBKU) plans to turn its ageing depot into a Green 
Building Index (GBI) facility under a proposed RM8mil renovation. The proposal is part of its five-year 
CBS – Clean, Beautiful and Safe, or Cantik, Bersih dan Selamat in Malays, master plan. “Initially we 
wanted to convert our headquarters into a GBI certified building. A study was done and the cost 
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estimates that came back was RM60mil,” Datuk Bandar Abdul Wahap Abang Julai told The Star in a 
recent interview. 

“People told us: ‘with RM60mil, the state government might as well fund a new building,’ — which 
of course, is true. “Instead we will turn the depot into a green building. The aim is to make it a model 
facility for future endeavours.” Design plans had been submitted to the State Planning Unit for 
approval, he added. Abdul Wahap said the conversion would be modelled after the passive house 
concept to reduce its ecological footprint. Design considerations include sun orientation, natural 
ventilation and other factors aimed at creating ultra-low energy buildings. 

The Datuk Bandar said the converted building would also have other features such as rain harvesting 
with underground water tanks, active windows and reflectors. “Part of the plans include drive-
through facilities. Why not build a drive-through counter, right? “People can pay their bills like that,” 
Abdul Wahap said. DBKU’s other projects in the pipeline include constructing a new swimming pool 
near e-Mart Express in Matang as well as creating more sporting facilities within the city centre. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/02/02/DBKU-intends-to-turn-ageing-depot-
into-green-building/ 
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High-end condo units 70% sold 

BY KATHLEEN ANN KILI 

JOHOR BARU: The take-up rate for the high-end Japanese-inspired Molek Pine Tower 4 
condominium units is good with 70% of the 260 units have been snapped by both local and Japanese 
buyers. Tanjung Bintang Sdn Bhd general manager Koh Kian Meng said that out of the sold units, 
Japanese buyers were the main customers while the remaining by Malaysians including those 
outside Johor. He said that the fourth Molek Pine series, which is expected to be completed by the 
first-quarter of next year, recorded a gross development value of close to RM300mil. “The 
condominium included exclusive amenities catered for the Japanese community such as specific 
bathroom features, ‘onsens’ (simulated natural hotspring pools, koi ponds and Zen gardens. 

“Other facilities include a 25m swimming pool, outdoor fitness station, barbecue pits, as well as 
tennis, badminton and basketball courts,” he said during the topping up ceremony for the Molek 
Pine 4 condominium here on Saturday. Developed on 2.53ha land, Koh said that the 37-storey high-
rise tower consisted of 260 units with two, three or four bedrooms and built-up areas ranging 
between 1,441sq ft to 5,791 sq ft priced between RM1mil and RM6mil per unit. He also said that the 
company was proud to be awarded with the Green Building Index (GBI) Platinum rating certification 
on design assessment for the Molek Pine Tower 4. “The tower and basement car park had adopted 
the natural crossed ventilation design, the bathrooms and yards being naturally ventilated,” he said 
adding that focus was given on the landscaping to create greenery environment for residents. 
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Besides that, Koh said that the building was also equipped with rainwater harvesting for watering 
plants within the vicinity, grey water recycling systems for toilet flushing as well as solar panels. “The 
condominium also has its own dedicated commercial centre which will be utilized to facilitate the 
needs of the residents within the building and those nearby,” he added. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/12/09/Highend-condo-units-70-sold/ 
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Developer unveils latest portion of eco-friendly project (excerpt from full article) 

BY YASMIN AHMAD KAMIL 

 

Khor (left) and Koe with a model of Setia Eco Glades. Koe says the project incorporates features that 
reflect a multinational community. 

Built on 268 acres of land, the environment-friendly and luxury-gated Setia Eco Glades development 
comprises of high-rise condos, low-rise residences, super links, semi-detached units, bungalows and 
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commercial lots. The green-inspired project draws inspiration from both local and international 
cultures, such as the Charm of Nusantara island-enclave, which sees the residences having Balinese 
inspiration in its designs, including incorporating traditional building materials. “With many 
multinational corporations in the area, the project incorporates features that reflect a multinational 
community,” said Koe. “The project has a gross development value of RM3bil,” he said, adding that 
some 2,000 trees have been transplanted to the area to ensure the greenery of the location. 

The transplant work was done in collaboration with the help of Forest Research Institute Malaysia 
(FRIM) and the Malaysia Nature Society (MNS). “Despite increasing the cost (of transplanting trees), 
the benefits have been tremendous,” said Koe. The neighbourhood will also have parks, gardens and 
clubhouses to encourage interaction between residents and friends. With the original development 
site home to an abundance of flora and fauna, the dev elopers enlisted the help of FRIM, MNS and 
Zoo Negara to safeguard the local wildlife for relocation in the completed Setia Eco Glades. 

Khor added that their research and development also focused on ensuring that the transplanted 
trees had a high success rate. All homes and community facilities within Setia Eco Glades are Green 
Building Index (GBI) certified. According to Koe, the Eco Glades’ development will be have the 
AgilFence Perimeter Intrusion Detection System (PIDS), which is also used in Singapore Changi 
Airport, to help with security. In conjunction with the opening of their sales gallery, the organisers 
also held a festival entitled “A Celebration of Culture and Heritage” for visitors to experience local 
and international cultural heritage in the form of art, music, performances, food, among others. For 
more information, visit www.setiaecoglades.com.my. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/11/14/New-phase-new-gallery-Developer-
unveils-latest-portion-of-ecofriendly-project/ 

 

Published: Tuesday October 7, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Tuesday October 7, 2014 MYT 11:02:26 AM 

Tax breaks sought for energy savers 

PETALING JAYA: Under Budget 2015, tax incentives and rebates on electricity should be extended to 
business owners and households who adopt energy saving practices, suggested Schneider Electric, 
which specialises in energy management. Schneider Electric Malaysia country president Soo Pow 
Leong said introducing a series of tax incentives would encourage companies to improve their 
buildings’ energy efficiency and lower consumption. “We believe that implementing tax rebates and 
incentives for both business owners and households can help increase energy-saving practices,” said 
Soo in a statement. 

He pointed out that the Government had announced under Budget 2014 that the first 200 units of 
electricity for domestic users per month would be exempted from the Goods and Services Tax (GST). 
However, the majority of business owners may feel the pinch of eroding profitability as energy costs 
rise with the implementation of GST next year. Soo said Malaysia is the third largest energy 
consumer among Asean countries. 
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He added that according to Tenaga Nasional Berhad, commercial and industrial businesses will on 
average experience an increase of 16.85% in their monthly bill while industrial customers on special 
industrial tariff will experience an average hike of 18.85%. “Business owners and household users 
will need to start practising mitigating measures to deal with it,” said Soo. 

He said owners of commercial buildings and facilities should implement energy management 
standards such as ISO 50001 and Building Management System (BMS), which is equipped with 
lighting, sensors and power meter, to reap the benefits of lower energy bills and improved 
efficiency.  

Soo said the Prime Minister’s Office had recently retrofitted its building with BMS and was accorded 
a platinum rating in the Green Building Index. “The complex is now one-third more energy efficient 
than before,” he said. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2014/10/07/Tax-breaks-sought-for-energy-savers-
Company-Providing-incentives-will-encourage-businesses-to-do-mo/ 

 

Published: Saturday September 13, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Saturday September 13, 2014 MYT 8:06:01 AM 

MPSJ to hold community day to encourage eco-friendly attitudes 

BY YVONNE T. NATHAN 

SUBANG Jaya Municipal Council (MPSJ) is organising a Green City Com-munity Day on Sept 27 and 28 
at One City. “We want to engage the public to create a more holistic plan for the township,” MPSJ 
deputy president Abdullah Marjunid said recently. One of the events planned is a seminar on the 
Framework of a Low-Carbon City in line with the local council’s Green City 2030 initiative. MPSJ will 
invite stakeholders as well the relevant professionals involved in building sustainable developments 
to give their feedback. 

“We want to make areas under MPSJ’s governance environmentally friendly, orderly and 
comfortable and aim to be the greenest city in Malaysia. “Malaysia implemented the Green Building 
Index (GBI) evaluation system in 2012, which focused only on building designs and the use of 
greener technology. “However, a more in-depth assessment system for cities that encompasses 
economic and social aspects is needed,” said Abdullah. 

MPSJ is collaborating with MCT Consortium Bhd as well as Sunway Bhd because of their 
environmental initiatives. The council has also organised exciting family activities geared to 
encourage eco-friendly attitudes, such as a 10km Green Subang Jaya Run and Musical Recycling 
Competition. Prize money for the 15km to 20km fun run totals RM16,000 while 1,000 saplings will 
also be given away. MCT managing director Datuk Tong Seech Wi and Sunway property 
development division joint managing director Ong Pang Yen were also present. For details, visit 
www.mpsj.gov.my 
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http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/09/13/Towards-a-greener-township-MPSJ-to-
hold-community-day-to-encourage-ecofriendly-attitudes/ 

 

 

Published: Tuesday August 26, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Tuesday August 26, 2014 MYT 9:52:50 AM 

Ex-Kerinchi Flats residents glad they accepted deal on new apartments (excerpt from  full 
article) 

BY CHOONG MEK ZHIN 

 

In progress: Work on Kerinchi Residences is on track and is expected to be completed by March 
2016. 

Kerinchi Residences is part of a mixed development project called KL Gateway that features a mall, 
office and a premium residential block. “Currently, we have sold some 85% of the units in the other 
portion of KL Gateway,” said Yasran, adding that they were also constructing a pedestrian bridge 
linking the project to the Universiti LRT station. Yasran said they expected the entire development, 
which is aiming to be certified under the Green Building Index, to be completed between 2017 and 
2018. 

Lembah Pantai Umno division head Datuk Seri Raja Nong Chik Raja Zainal Abidin, who attended the 
developer’s briefing with the residents, expressed satisfaction at the progress. “We have struggled 
for many years to redevelop this area. This project is now being used as an example for other areas 
because of the unique approach taken,” he said. According to Nong Chik, the residents had a big say 
in the developer chosen. “I hope the residents will not sell their units and continue to stay here once 
the project is completed,” he said. 
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http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/08/26/Coming-up-on-schedule-ExKerinchi-
Flats-residents-glad-they-accepted-deal-on-new-apartments/ 

 

CIMB Research retains Add rating for Karex (excerpt from full article) 

Monday, 25 August 2014 

CIMB Research said Karex is on track to achieving production capacity of five billion pieces per 
annum by FY15. Its new plant in Pontian Johor (capacity of four billion pieces of condoms per 
annum) is scheduled for completion in 1Q15 and the installation of production lines should start in 
3Q15. Once this factory is completed, the company has the option of moving capacity of two billion 
pieces from its old plant to the new plant or installing additional capacity of two billion pieces in the 
new plant. 

“If installed, the additional capacity of two billion pieces would raise its target capacity of six billion 
pieces (as stated in its prospectus) to eight billion pieces. “The new plant will comply with Green 
Building Index (GBI) standards. Thus, Karex expects the new plant’s energy consumption to be at 
least 20% lower than its existing standard plants. “Recall that Karex proposed to acquire US-based 
Global Protection (GP) on Aug 8, 2014. We reiterate our positive view on the proposed acquisition,” 
it said. 

CIMB Research said the acquisition would give Karex exclusive rights to distribute ONE brand 
condoms, enable it to capitalise on the marketing and distribution expertise of GP and venture into 
the distribution business in selected countries (difficult to penetrate with Karex’s in-house brands in 
the past). 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Investing/2014/08/25/CIMB-Research-retains-Add-rating-for-
Karex/?style=biz 

 

Published: Monday July 28, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Monday July 28, 2014 MYT 10:29:14 AM 

Unique concepts (excerpt from full article) 

IJM Land Bhd’s The Light Waterfront is also built upon a distinct premise — modern waterfront 
living. The company’s assistant sales and marketing manager Lim Boon Keng said response had been 
positive, with many drawn to the luxurious nautical lifestyle concept the development offers. 

“Among the unique features are man-made waterways teeming with marine life, which makes a 
great backdrop for family bonding,” he said of the Green Building Index certified development, 
currently being completed in stages. The old adage of ‘location, location, location’ also resonates 
with house buyers. Many seek their dream homes in developments strategically located near 
amenities and conveniences, and with good access to transport infrastructure. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/07/28/Unique-concepts/ 
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Published: Saturday July 26, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Saturday July 26, 2014 MYT 12:18:02 PM 

Upward growth (excerpt from article) 

BY JOY LEE 

Lush Eco started off working with people who wanted to set up green walls in their homes. 
However, over the last six months, the company has been more focused on corporate clients as Lim 
noted that Lush Eco has been getting more orders from developers to set up vertical gardens in new 
development projects. Note that vertical gardens are accepted as an innovation feature for 
developers hoping to score points for their Green Building Index certification. 

The company has also been approached by various offices and shopping malls to set up walls of 
greenery indoors. Some of its clients include Midvalley Megamall and developer Eco World 
Development Sdn Bhd. Lush Eco has also secured contracts to install green walls for Taylor’s 
International School and Gurney Plaza in Penang. 

Given that vertical gardens are gaining a strong following, Lim expects more competitors to come 
into the market. But he is not particularly concerned for the time being as the market is relatively 
new with plenty of room for more players. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/07/26/Upward-growth-Company-sees-good-
prospects-in-demand-for-vertical-gardens/ 

 

Published: Thursday July 24, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Thursday July 24, 2014 MYT 7:54:24 AM 

Motorists’ woes at Shah Alam KTM station to end soon (excerpt from full article) 

BY KATHLEEN MICHAEL 

The parking lot will have eight CCTV cameras, auto-pay machines, and eight staff including security 
guards and parking attendants working in two shifts. Mohd Jaafar later told reporters that he hoped 
the new parking lot would deter motorists from parking haphazardly at the sides of busy roads and 
to encourage them to use public transportation. The parking lot at the Shah Alam station, he said 
would be the first systematic and sustainable parking lot for motorists. 

“We are following the green building index scale and we have used water permeable materials for 
the pavements,” said Mohd Jaafar, hoping the parking lot would not get flooded during heavy rain. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/07/24/Motorists-woes-at-Shah-Alam-KTM-
station-to-end-soon/ 
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Published: Saturday July 19, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Saturday July 19, 2014 MYT 10:08:25 AM 

Redrawing the city's skyline (excerpt from article) 

 

The Verdi Eco-dominiumns, like other components of Symphony Hills, is part of Malaysia's first 
Connected Intelligent Community with cutting-edge smart-home features. 

The Verdi Eco-dominiums are a pair of Green Building Index certified, 44 and 45-storey tower blocks 
with sustainable design features. Its units range in size from 700sq ft to 1,442sq ft, with one to three 
bedrooms. All feature wide frontages to promote natural lighting and ventilation, and a north-south 
orientation to reduce heat gain and need for air-conditioning. 

But best of all, residents have a six-acre landscaped area and facilities right at their doorstep. It is an 
oasis of big shady trees, verdant undergrowth and meandering paths, along with swimming pools, a 
Jacuzzi, garden pavilions and gymnasium. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/07/19/Redrawing-the-citys-skyline/ 

 

Published: Saturday July 19, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Saturday July 19, 2014 MYT 7:34:38 AM 

A dream job for young engineers (excerpt from article) 

“When that happens, it slows us down and it is time consuming and expensive to deal with all that. 
Engagement with the public is also an important aspect which requires sensitivity and keen 
understanding in resolving their concerns. “This is part of our learning curve and will definitely help 
us to become better engineers in future,’’ he added. 
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While Prasarana is big on green initiatives and pushing their Putra Heights station to achieve the 
Silver Green Building Index (GBI) rating, it is refreshing to discover that all their young engineers are 
into the green movement too. 

The company encourages a knowledge-sharing session once every week for its young engineers to 
share experiences and ideas on new technologies in construction, advancements in the rail industry 
as well as green technology and environmental preservation. Some of the ideas and suggestions are 
carried out and implemented at work and at home. “Apart from practical skills, the company also 
organises activities that can contribute towards our personal and career growth including language 
classes as well as activities that build solidarity and teamwork amongst the project team members, 
such as CSR activities,’’ said Hanif. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/07/19/A-dream-job-for-young-engineers-
Recruits-share-their-excitement-at-contributing-to-Prasaranas-projec/ 

 

Published: Tuesday July 15, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Tuesday July 15, 2014 MYT 9:43:32 AM 

Meeting your family's needs (excerpt from article) 

 

MasmeyerHoldings group chairman Datuk Mohamad Tajudin Bakar (right) with Choo next to a scale 
model of the Marinox Sky Villas. 

The company’s latest offering is Marinox Sky Villas in Tanjung Tokong, Penang, which is a seaview 
luxury condominium that will be featured in Star Property Fair 2014 at Gurney Plaza and the 
adjoining G Hotel from July 24 to 27, from 10am to 10pm. “There are only 30 units left and we’ll be 
offering them to home owners at the fair,” said Choo. 
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Less than 2km from Tesco Tanjung Tokong and Straits Quay, the remaining units offer either a view 
of the emerald green expanse of the northern Penang Channel or the low-rolling hills of Tanjung 
Bungah and skyline of Gurney Drive and Pulau Tikus. Each unit ranges from 1,260sq ft to 2,960sq ft 
and costs about RM780 per sq ft. They are scheduled for completion in 2016.  

Choo also said Marinox Sky Villas is the first high-rise development in Penang to be certified the 
‘Green Building Index Provisional Gold Rating’. “We incorporated many environmental- friendly 
features into Marinox so that it epitomises sustainability.” He said the features included energy and 
water-saving capabilities, a healthy indoor environment, better connectivity to public transport and 
the adoption of recycling and greenery features. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/07/15/Meeting-your-familys-needs/ 

 

PKNS building 65-storey tower in PJ Sentral after long court battle (excerpt from article) 

Monday, 30 June 2014 

By: SHARIDAN M. ALI 

 

An artist impression of the PJ Sentral Garden City project 

Azlan said PKNS would start construction of the building after MRCB had completed all the basic 
infrastructure and piling. “MRCB has two years to complete that and we are given five years to 
develop our three towers. We will occupy the tallest one, sell and rent out the remaining two 
towers,” he said. Azlan said PKNS had made some modification of the tower development to suit its 
specifications since the development order was earlier approved. 

“The buildings are poised to be an efficient and environmental-friendly property with Green Building 
Index (GBI) gold and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification. “There will 
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also be a podium block with some retail spaces,” he said. Azlan explained that the construction of 
the towers would be done in an open tender basis and MRCB could put in its bid if it was interested. 

 

Burying this dark episode behind, Azlan said PKNS was now not only focusing to sell property but 
was also looking at acquiring some more properties to be injected to its property management 
subsidiary, PKNS Real Estate Corp, that had recently completed the process of transfer of some PKNS 
assets into its portfolio. “This is part of our efforts to evolve into a more sustainable business 
environment with recurring income from rental and lease. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2014/06/30/PKNS-to-go-ahead-with-iconic-
plan-It-will-build-a-65storey-tower-in-PJ-Sentral-after-long-court-batt/?style=biz 

 

Homes with a touch of health (excerpt from article) 

Saturday, 14 June 2014 

 

Health oriented: HSB Development is offering ‘medically enabled homes’ which it says are the first of 
their kind in Malaysia and in the region. 

Aragreens Village will provides the necessary amenities for shopping, dining, leisure, entertainment, 
wellness and health. One of the highlights in the Aragreens Village is the Nursing Services. A joint 
venture between HSC HeathCare and Japan Medical Care Service, a true Japanese style nursing 
facility will be operating in the medical tower. The Japanese nursing provider was chosen mainly 
because of its experiences in delivering high-quality services, experience and care management. For 
further information, there will be a talk on the Japanese nursing services on June 21 at the 
Aragreens sales gallery. 
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Aragreens Residences has already received both Singapore’s Green Mark Certification and 
Malaysia’s Green Building Index certification, and Aragreens Village is currently undergoing the 
green building certification process. The buildings will incorporate the elements such as daylight 
provision of up to 80%, car park mechanical fans with carbon dioxide sensors, usage of drought 
tolerant plants, air conditioning systems that is capable of sensing carbon dioxide to regulate air 
flow, usage of energy saving lifts and others. Aragreens Residences and Aragreens Village are located 
in Ara Damansara, Petaling Jaya, near Sime Darby Group’s Seri Pilmoor project. The area is close to 
some major highways, a number of international schools, and shopping centres. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/SME/2014/06/14/Homes-with-a-touch-of-health-
Development-boasts-integrated-wellness-monitoring-system/?style=biz 

 

Eco World offers diverse range of products for buyers (excerpt from article) 

Monday, 9 June 2014 

 

A miniature model of EcoSky. 

EcoSky, its maiden project in the Klang Valley, is an integrated residential and commercial 
development on a 3.88ha parcel situated off Jalan Ipoh. Located 8km away from the city centre, the 
strategic location enables purchasers to choose between a great view of the Petronas Twin Towers 
on one side and the famed limestone Batu Caves on the other. The site is served by two KTM 
stations, namely Taman Wahyu and Batu Caves, with easy access to major highways. 

Besides a wide range of facilities to cater to residents’ lifestyle requirements such as recreational 
facilities, shops, offices and food and beverage outlets, EcoSky will be certified by the Singapore 
Building and Construction Authority’s Green Mark and US’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design on top of certification by Malaysia’s Green Building Index. Meanwhile, the newly launched 
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EcoMajestic, also its first township in the Klang Valley, is located in the Southern Corridor of 
Semenyih. 

With a land size of 434.23ha, this RM11.14bil-project is set to be the largest strata titled fully gated 
and guarded township in Malaysia. Designed with a colonial straits flair, EcoMajestic’s master plan 
includes 60.7ha dedicated for development as a commercial hub that will make it the business and 
economic hub that serves Semenyih, Kajang, and Bangi. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2014/06/09/Eco-World-offers-diverse-range-
of-products-for-buyers/?style=biz 

 

Published: Sunday June 8, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Sunday June 8, 2014 MYT 3:52:57 PM 

DBKU teams up with relevant dept to expand environmental programme (excerpt from 
article) 

BY YU JI 

Abdul Wahap also hoped volunteers would act as DBKU’s eyes and ears. “We want more members 
of the public to come forward with information on polluters. If someone sees a truck illegally 
dumping waste, please tell us. Use your camera phones, give us photos and evidence. “Everyone can 
do something. Even at home, when you switch off the television, don’t just leave it in standby mode, 
switch it off at the source. Little efforts like that all count. These are all what CBS is about.” 

He was referring to DBKU’s “Clean, Beautiful and Safe” (or Cantik, Bersih dan Selamat) five-year 
enhancement plan, which aims to turn Kuching into one of the most liveable and talked about cities 
in Asia by 2017. The CBS enhancement plan, which is in its second year of implementation, contains 
specific targets like energy efficient street lighting set for 2017 benchmarked against standards 
established last year. Other goals include creating more parks and gardens, building more bicycle 
tracks, and turning the commission’s own facilities into Green Building Index certified. 

The state capital’s administration is divided into Kuching City South Council (MBKS) and DBKU, with 
both founded after Kuching was accorded city status in 1988. Although MBKS is smaller in terms of 
land mass, each council caters to about 150,000 in population. DBKU’s jurisdiction comprises newer 
developed townships like Petrajaya and Matang, while MBKS’ area covers more of Kuching’s inner 
city. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/06/08/Maximising-resource-efficiency-DBKU-
teams-up-with-relevant-dept-to-expand-environmental-programme/ 
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Published: Monday June 2, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Monday June 2, 2014 MYT 7:23:18 AM 

Tg Aru plan open to scrutiny, says Musa 

KOTA KINABALU: A plan for the massive redevelopment of the scenic Tanjung Aru beach will be 
opened to public scrutiny, Chief Minister Datuk Seri Musa Aman said. He said Tanjung Aru Eco 
Deve-lopment Sdn Bhd (TAED) board of directors had recently approved the masterplan on the 
redevelopment of the popular recreation area. 

Musa, who is the chairman of the state-owned company that would handle the beach’s 
redevelopment, said the masterplan would be brought before the state cabinet. “We are committed 
to being transparent and will display the masterplan for the public to share how it will improve their 
lives,” he said, adding that the Tanjung Aru Eco Development masterplan had been meticulously 
prepared to “revive” the beach and the historic Prince Philip Park. The rejuvenation of the beach and 
park was a cornerstone of the TAED revival project, he said. 

The master plan focuses on the need for open spaces, community facilities, landscaping, sustainable 
environmental features and adherence to the Green Building Index (GBI) Standard. There would be 
jogging and cycling paths, free shuttle services using electric buses and other amenities for beach 
and park users, he said. 

The masterplan aimed to address years of erosion and pollution that had damaged the beach, Musa 
added.He said Tanjung Aru Beach would be returned to its previous glory of wide sandy beaches 
lined with casuarina trees. “The beach will be widened to at least 50m at high tide from 9m 
currently, so more people can enjoy the sun and sea,” he added. He said the park would be 
enhanced with its rainforest theme and its amenities would become a focal point for the various 
communities again. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2014/06/02/Tg-Aru-plan-open-to-scrutiny-says-Musa/ 

 

Published: Friday May 30, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Friday May 30, 2014 MYT 10:20:19 AM 

Police plan to reduce utilities and fuel expenses by five percent 

BY ZAZALI MUSA 

JOHOR BARU: The police are going green and taking more proactive measures to reduce their 
expenditure by practicing and implementing green initiatives in their day-to-day operations. Bukit 
Aman Logistics Department director Datuk Zulkifli Abdullah said the PDRM had targeted to reduce 
utility and fuel expenses by at least five per cent beginning this year as part of its long-term target to 
save operating costs. He said it would be better to start small by putting a lower initial target and 
increase it gradually over time. 
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Zulkifli said presently, the monthly electricity and water bills for the force nationwide stood at 
RM24.5mil or almost RM300mil yearly while fuel usage for its 28,000 vehicles at RM7.7mil monthly 
or RM92.40mil annually. “The target of five per cent reduction might look small to some people but 
with 120,000 police personnel nationwide, the marginal reduction will make a great impact to the 
force and the country,” he said. 

Zulkifli was speaking in a press conference at the launch of the “Green Awareness Campaign and 
Green Technology Application” at the Johor Police Contingent headquarters here recently. He said 
that future construction of police district headquarters and police station buildings in the country 
would follow the green building index. 

Zulkifli said under the 10th Malaysia Plan, the four “green” police district headquarters are Nusajaya 
Johor, Johor Baru South, Kota Setar in Kedah, Pasir Mas in Kelantan and two police stations in 
Country Home, Selangor and Johor’s Bayu Damai. “Among the green features at the buildings 
include the rain water harvesting system, using glass panels to allow natural lights to enter the 
buildings and self-sensor lightings,” he said. Zulkifli said all computers used by the police force would 
be installed with the power management system software where they would be switched off 
automatically if not used. 

He said PDRM would also be replacing some of its multi-purpose vehicles (MPV) with the hybrid 
models and also electric motorcycles for the motorcycle patrolling unit to help reduce carbon 
emission. “But, we are not compromising our efficiency in reducing crimes by using environmentally 
friendly vehicles as some of the hybrid models have 30% more power but at the same time low in 
fuel usage,” said Zulkifli. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/05/30/Going-green-to-cut-costs-Police-plan-
to-reduce-utilities-and-fuel-expenses-by-five-percent/ 

 

Setia City Mall wins gold  (excerpt from article) 

Friday, 23 May 2014 

By: JOSEPH CHIN 

Setia City Mall, which is located in S P Setia’s 4,000-acre Setia Alam township, has over 740,000 sq ft 
of net lettable areas and over 2,500 car parks and 240 retailers over four levels. Greenhill Resources 
said the Fiabci Prix d’Éxcellence ranked among the most prestigious of global real estate awards and 
honoured projects that reflected excellence and distinction in all real estate segments. 

The award is the latest achievement for Setia City Mall, which is the first Malaysian mall accorded 
the Malaysian Green Building Index Silver Award and the Singapore Building and Construction 
Authority Green Mark Gold Award. It has also won The Edge-PAM Green Excellence Award and 
Fiabci Malaysia Property Award 2013 (winner in the retail category). 

“Winners were selected based on their overall concept, design and architecture, development and 
construction, financing and marketing, environmental impact and benefit to the community,” said 
Greenhill Resources, in a statement, about the mall as the co-owners focused on an environmentally 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my
http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/05/30/Going-green-to-cut-costs-Police-plan-to-reduce-utilities-and-fuel-expenses-by-five-percent/
http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/05/30/Going-green-to-cut-costs-Police-plan-to-reduce-utilities-and-fuel-expenses-by-five-percent/


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  45 

sustainable model. Greenhill Resources said the award affirmed the mall’s leadership as a 
contemporary lifestyle hub incorporating the best of retail experience and environmental features to 
ensure a minimal ecological impact. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2014/05/23/Setia-City-Mall-wins-gold-CEO-
Fiabci-award-showcases-S-P-Setia-success-in-crossnation-partnership/?style=biz 

 

Published: Monday May 5, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Monday May 5, 2014 MYT 7:25:10 AM 

Eco-friendly neighbourhoods and lush forest reserves make Shah Alam an attractive place 
to live in (excerpt from article) 

BY YVONNE T. NATHAN 

MBSA deputy corporate communications director Shahrin Ahmad said they are working with Kris 
Biofuels Sdn Bhd to recycle used cooking oil from food outlets, with 2,400kg of used cooking oil 
collected from January to March this year alone. “MBSA is also actively inviting Shah Alam residents 
to embrace recycling activities through the provision of recycle collection centres at various points. 

“We wholly support buildings using the Green Building Index elements such as rainwater collection, 
reducing electricity usage by opting for natural light sources, free flow ventilation and so on, which 
will be used extensively in the new Section 14 PKNS headquarters. “Additionally, with the 
cooperation of NGOs and volunteers, we are targeting to plant 80,000 trees yearly in recreational 
parks and playgrounds with the “Trees For Life” campaign,” he said. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/05/05/In-the-lap-of-greenery-Ecofriendly-
neighbourhoods-and-lush-forest-reserves-make-Shah-Alam-an-attrac/ 

 

Malaysia’s builder of the year (excerpt from article) 

Thursday, 24 April 2014 

Sunway is famed for turning an ex-mining land into the now thriving Sunway Resort City which is 
home to 50,000 people including 20,000 students. Sunway Resort City is the now the only township 
in Malaysia with seven key components – leisure, hospitality, residential, education, retail, 
commercial and healthcare in one single destination and is the first township to be recognized as a 
sustainable township by the Green Building Index. 

The corporation has also developed an over 1,300 acre integrated township in Sunway City Ipoh. It’s 
property division, Sunway Property has delivered more than 20,000 homes across Malaysia. Its 
construction outfit has helped built some of the iconic projects around Malaysia including KL 
Convention Centre, and offices in Putrajaya and in Iskandar Malaysia, it has undertaken the 
construction of Legoland Malaysia, Pinewood Iskandar Malaysia Studios, and the BioXcell factory, as 
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well as the Affinity Urban Wellness Centre. Currently it is involved in some of the biggest 
infrastructure works in the nation, the MRT and LRT as well as constructing Malaysia’s first BRT 
Sunway Line. 

Sunway is one of the largest landowners in Iskandar Malaysia and is developing a new integrated 
township upon 1,800 acres, with an estimated RM30 billion GDV. The township fronts the sea, has a 
river traversing it, and is surrounded by forests, offering both Malaysians and Singaporeans a 
Nature’s Capital City to live in. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/SME/2014/04/24/Malaysias-builder-of-the-year/?style=biz 

 

Published: Thursday April 24, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Thursday April 24, 2014 MYT 10:51:34 AM 

Lessons from rationing (excerpt from article) 

BY CHRISTINA LOW 

Building it right 

In Petaling Jaya, the city council has enforced a list of green criterion for all new developments 
before the green light is given for the project. Developments, including semi-detached structures 
and bungalows, will have to be fitted with rainwater harvesting systems while commercial and 
mixed commercial developments will have to fulfil five conditions. 

The conditions are a rainwater harvesting system, green building index (GBI) compliance, use of light 
emitting diode (LED) lamps, eco-friendly development manual (Masma) specifications and a 
landscape area of about 10% to 15% of the total development area. Last year, the Real Estate and 
Housing Developers’ Association of Malaysia (Rehda) launched the green rating tool, GreenRE, to 
encourage developers to build green and sustainable buildings. 

Environment committee chairman Sam Tan said the GreenRE closely followed Singapore’s Water 
Efficiency Labelling Scheme (WELS), a standard introduced by the country’s national water agency 
under the Public Utilities Board (PUB). “We have to reduce the use of water at source such as 
controlling the use of water supply by changing the fittings such as faucets, “Although the flow is 
less, it gives the same washing effect,” said Tan, whose developments Ken Bangsar and Ken Rimba 
have rainwater harvesting tanks for each unit. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/04/24/Learning-to-save-The-water-crisis-has-
forced-us-to-realise-the-importance-of-water-and-to-use-it-di/ 
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Published: Sunday April 20, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Sunday April 20, 2014 MYT 2:47:41 PM 

Town trumps previous world record of single largest gathering of people dressing as trees 
(excerpt from the article) 

 

Amazing feat: Soon Koh (fifth from right) announcing the new Guinness world record for the largest 
single gathering of people dressed as trees at the event in Sibu.  -ANDY CHUA / The Star 

Soon Koh also warned that any unhealthy activity, if not checked, would destroy the environment. 
“Whatever economic development that takes place, we must not damage the environment. We 
cannot be selfish by making use of everything at the expense of our future generations. Therefore 
this is a day to create and heighten this awareness among all of us. We need to look after our air, our 
waters (the rivers, the seas, the oceans) and whatever we have on this Earth,” he added. 

The Love Earth Day do was held at UCTS as the university is the only institution of higher learning in 
the country to achieve the Green Building Index (GBI) “Platinum Index” rating. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/04/20/Town-trumps-previous-world-record-
of-single-largest-gathering-of-people-dressing-as-trees/ 
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Published: Tuesday March 18, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Tuesday March 18, 2014 MYT 9:57:59 AM 

The spread of shared services (excerpt from article) 

 

Latest addition: Communications and Multimedia Minister Datuk Seri Ahmad Shabery Cheek (centre) 
being briefed by Tucker on the Global Delivery Centre in Cyberjaya. 

The Global Delivery Centre in Malaysia provides IT services round-the-clock to IBM clients all over 
the world involved in industries including financial services, healthcare, retail, real estate and 
technology. IBM is also collaborating with local academic institutions and government agencies to 
provide students with work experience in an IT services delivery environment. The company 
collaborated with Setia Haruman and Universiti Malaya on a landmark strategic internship 
programme that combines real-life work experience with soft skills, leadership and English training. 
More recently, IBM partnered with Inti International University and Colleges to investigate and 
recommend strategies to promote IT as a fulfilling career opportunity for the younger generation. 

The 300,000sq ft centre, which has Gold certification under the Green Building Index (GBI), features 
energy efficient solar panels, water reclamation, heat-reducing window treatments and other 
elements that will help reduce energy consumption by 25%. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/03/18/The-spread-of-shared-services-Growth-
area-in-IT-opens-up-more-opportunities-for-Malaysia/ 
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Updated: Monday March 3, 2014 MYT 9:07:13 AM 

Bridge dream come true (excerpt from article) 

BY ZAINUDIN AHAD 

The Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge is also an achiever of many firsts and accolades in the 
country. It is the first bridge in Malaysia to conduct a load test and the first bridge to be installed 
with rubber absorbers. It was also presented the Green Apple Award in June 2013 and appointed 
Green World Ambassador by The Green Organisation, UK, for its green efforts. 

Its 28-booth PLUS toll plaza in Bandar Cassia, the largest in the country, received the gold 
certification from the Green Building Index while the PB2X Toll Plaza complex in Batu Kawan has 
earned the platinum Green Building Index certification, being the first building in Penang to obtain 
the platinum certification. 

Apart from using the Industrialised Building Systems, the building incorporates passive architecture 
to reduce energy requirements, a rain water harvesting system for internal use, application of 
renewable energy source such as the wind turbines and solar panels on top of its building to 
generate electricity. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2014/03/03/Bridge-dream-come-true/ 

 

Published: Monday March 3, 2014 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Monday March 3, 2014 MYT 7:49:50 AM 

YaHijau wants to encourage eco-friendly development  

KOTA KINABALU: A green foundation – YaHijau Malaysia – wants to be a grassroots movement to 
encourage all Malaysians to adopt eco-friendly lifestyles. Yayasan Hijau Malaysia (YaHijau) was 
launched in Sabah by Deputy Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin here yesterday. Muhyiddin, 
who described Sabah as an ideal state to launch YaHijau because it was one of the “greenest” states 
in the country, said that YaHijau was a government initiative undertaken under Budget 2014 to 
promote green living. 

Apart from YaHijau initiatives, he said various green-based projects had been initiated to encourage 
environmentally friendly development, economic and social practices. “Among them is the Green 
Technology Financing Scheme which allows loan for companies or entrepreneurs venturing into 
‘green’ projects. “RM3.5bil has also been set aside for this, out of which RM1.66bil has been used for 
124 green technology-based projects,” he said. 

Muhyiddin said government departments and organisations have also been urged to reduce 5% of 
its utility usage in daily operations. Adding to that, tax rebates are given to companies that adopt 
eco-friendly practices and green technology based operations, he said at the event attended by 
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Chief Minister Datuk Seri Musa Aman and Energy, Green Technology and Water Minister Datuk Dr 
Maximus Ongkili. 

In his speech, Musa said the government had been taking the initiative in promoting a greener living 
in Sabah. “We also have a government building which obtained the green building index,” he said. Dr 
Ongkili said the event held was also to encourage the community to adapt a 3R (reduce, reuse and 
recycle) concept, and various programmes including youth camps and seminars would be held to 
reach out to a cross-section of society to adopt green lifestyles. “We want to encourage people to 
adopt it in their daily lives. Switching off lights when not in use, avoid water wastage among others,” 
he added. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2014/03/03/All-out-to-promote-green-living-YaHijau-
wants-to-encourage-ecofriendly-development/ 

 

Developer continues engaging buyers to improve quality of life (excerpt from article) 

Saturday, 22 February 2014 

By: CHOONG MEK ZHIN 

One of the results is the top floor Sky Pool, Sky Dining and Sky Lounge with karaoke venue, outdoor 
barbeque, dining and kitchen facilities that all residents get to enjoy. “This was created so that the 
beautiful views can be enjoyed by all, even residents who bought the units on the lower floors,” Yam 
said, adding that the company has also extended their defect-liability period for the units to 24 
months from 18. So far, 95% of the owners have collected their keys to the 172 unit fully-sold 
property. 

“It seems like the majority of owners will be staying here, while some will either be selling their units 
or renting out,” Yam said, adding that the company will be maintaining a permanent fully-furnished 
show unit at the premises for viewing purposes. He also said that the majority of the buyers are 
mostly young, from the working class, and from all over Malaysia. 

The whole project is one of the first housing developments to have also acquired the Green Building 
Index certifications and has invested in various features that add to sustainable living. “This includes 
solar panels on the roof that contributes to the electricity the building uses and rainwater 
harvesting,” Yam said. The materials used in the construction of the building, such as wood, was also 
sourced from sustainable wood suppliers while the building’s orientation is such that no unit in the 
building faces west, reducing the amount of heat gain and reducing the requirement for electricity 
used for cooling. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/SME/2014/02/22/Building-neighbourliness-Developer-
continues-engaging-buyers-to-improve-quality-of-life/?style=biz 
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