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Country's push for green buildings bearing fruit 

KOTA KINABALU: A push for more environmental-friendly structures is paying off with the nation 
now having some 5.6 million sq m of certified green buildings. Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local 
Government Minister Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan said this achievement also reflected private 
sector awareness on the importance of such structures. He said his ministry had undertaken various 
efforts in mandating the use of green technology or using environmental-friendly building concepts 
and worked together with various other agencies and professional bodies to introduce the 
Malaysian Green Building Index (GBI). 

The GBI is a rating system and is an opportunity for developers to design and build structures with 
energy and water-saving characteristics while providing a healthier indoor environment. “In tandem 
with the GBI, my ministry has also come up with the Green Neighbourhood Plan-ning Guideline, a 
tool in the planning and formation of green areas nationwide,” he said when launching a hotel and 
commercial centre project here. He said the property developers stood to benefit from building 
green structures in terms of achieving higher sales or rentals. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2013/12/02/Countrys-push-for-green-buildings-bearing-
fruit/ 
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Council plans to offer tax rebates for green buildings in Cyberjaya 

BY JADE CHAN 

THE Sepang Municipal Council (MPSepang) will be introducing the MPSepang Green Technology 
Scheme, a tax rebate scheme to encourage green technology and environmentally-friendly features 
among property owners in Cyberjaya. MPSepang president Mohd Sayuthi Bakar said, “The scheme 
has been agreed upon in principle, and will be implemented next year. “A total of 11 buildings in 
Cyberjaya would qualify for this scheme — four of which have already been completed. 

“The scheme underlines the council’s efforts and commitment to ensure Cyberjaya achieves the 
Low-Carbon City status by the year 2025. “The scheme will serve as a catalyst to encourage 
developers to implement green elements in their development and incorporate environmentally-
friendly features,” he added. Mohd Sayuthi said MPSepang planned to offer a 5% assessment tax 
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rebate for buildings with green certification, like LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental 
Design) and GBI (Green Building Index) certification. 

Mohd Sayuthi said there were plans to introduce tax rebates or incentives for landed and stratified 
homes in Cyberjaya that incorporate green technology and green elements into their residential 
properties. “The rebate will be extended to developers in the Sepang municipality, to encourage 
them to build green buildings,” he said, adding that details of the scheme would be outlined next 
month. He said this at the Sepang Towards Green Growth and Sustainable Development 2020 
seminar, which was attended by more than 350 individuals from developer, contractor and 
consultative firms. 

The seminar included a session on the MPSepang Local Plan (Second Modification) 2020 — the 
planning document that serves to guide and control physical development in the Sepang 
municipality. “The major amendments for the MPSepang Local Plan (Second Modification) 2020 are 
those on the development of two new townships — Tristar in Sungai Buah and Bandar Ainsdale near 
Kota Warisan,” said MPSepang Town Planning Department director Rozeta Md Yusuf.  

“The smaller amendments are on zone changes that were updated to suit current demand. “These 
amendments came into effect in October 2013 after they were approved at the Selangor state exco 
meeting.” Another topic that was featured at the seminar highlighted the best practices and 
innovations at construction sites. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/11/29/Council-plans-to-offer-tax-rebates-for-
green-buildings-in-Cyberjaya/ 

 

Green development set to grow 

Saturday, 9 November 2013 

By: DAVID TAN 

THE SPENDING for green building materials in the country is expected to be between RM900mil and 
RM1.5bil over the next couple of years with 300 projects applying for the Green Building Index (GBI) 
certification as of August 2013. Penang Green Council director Lawrence Lim said that these 300 
projects, with a total built-up area of 63mil sq ft, are being built now and comprise non-residential, 
residential, and industrial projects. Lim is also president of the northern chapter of the Malaysian 
Institute of Architects.  

“The construction cost per square foot for a condominium is around RM120, of which 40% or RM48 
can be spent on green building materials. “If you multiply 63mil sq ft by RM48, the potential 
spending on green building materials is about RM3bil,” he said. According to Lim, although 
developers could spend up to RM3bil on green building materials to obtain the GBI certification, the 
actual spending could be around a third or half the amount, which was RM900mil to RM1.5bil, as 
some may choose to qualify for the GBI certification via green architectural designs. 

“The design of the buildings can be aimed at reducing the usage of electricity. For example, the 
building can be designed to face away from the morning and afternoon sun. “The buildings can also 
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be designed to have ventilation systems to reduce electricity consumption,” he said. The green 
building materials include artificial timber made from bio-mass materials, Forest Steward Council 
(FSC) certified timber, low volatile organic compound paint, having energy-efficient lighting and 
appliances, water-saving plumbing fixtures, and alternative power sources such as solar power. 

As of August this year, there were some 624 projects in the country that have applied for GBI 
certification. According to Lim, these projects are expected to generate potential spending of more 
than RM7bil for green building materials over the next couple of years. “We can expect a third or 
half of the RM7bil or RM2.1bil to RM3.5bil to be for green building materials,” Lim said. 

Meanwhile, G-Solar, a local player in the solar panel installation business, has secured some 50 
projects from residential and commercial premises in the northern region so far this year, more or 
less the same as a year ago. Business and project manager Regine Choo said the orders for solar 
panels coming from the north had increased by about 20% from January to October this year, due to 
rising awareness of the feed-in-tariff (FIT) scheme.“Presently, the total wattage from solar power, 
which is 46MW, that households and commercial premises in the country are allowed to install is 
not sufficient, as the quota is taken up very quickly,” Choo said. 

The present quota of total solar power wattage for residential buildings is 18MW and 28MW for 
commercial premises. “An average size terrace house needs at least 6KW of solar power. “An 18MW 
quota means that only 3,000 households in the country can install solar panels,” she said. Choo said 
if the Federal Government removed the quota or set a higher quota, there would be more demand 
and sales of solar panels would improve. The present FIT rate for residential properties is RM1.30 
per KW hour, while for commercial premises the rate is RM1.10 per KW hour. This means if you sell 
1 KW hour of solar electricity to Tenaga Nasional Bhd, you get back RM1.30/RM1.10 in payment. 

Signature Products Sdn Bhd managing director Datuk Finn Choong said that the demand for the 
company’s FSC-certified timber products for the first 10 months of the year had risen by 100%, 
compared to the corresponding period last year. “This year so far, we have sold six containers worth, 
compared to three 40-ft containers of Accoya timber products with a net value of RM600,000, 
imported from Holland, in the same period last year. “We expect to sell a total of eight containers 
with a net value of RM1.5mil this year, an increase of 200% over last year’s sales of RM600,000,” 
Choong added.  

Accoya timber products are in high demand in the construction industry worldwide currently 
because of it’s performance benefits such as its dimensional stability, durability, machinability, and 
ultra violet resistance. “The demand for FSC timber flooring products comes from individual home 
owners and high-end condominium projects who prefer the use of green building materials. “The 
growing awareness on the advantages of green flooring products is one of the reasons for the 
increase in demand. “Some of the advantages include sustainable foresting, which will not harm our 
eco system. 

“The timber is also treated in a non-toxic manner, protecting the environment from the harmful 
effects of poisons leaching out of typical wood treatments,” he said. FSC-certified timber is sourced 
from forest owners that adhere strictly to sustainable practices. 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  4 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/SME/2013/11/09/Green-development-set-to-grow-More-
than-63mil-sq-ft-of-green-projects-currently-being-worked-on/?style=biz 

 

 

Published: Wednesday October 16, 2013 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Wednesday October 16, 2013 MYT 9:43:01 AM 

Green projects recognised 

THE Penang Green Corporation has awarded accolades to 16 Penang-based projects for achieving 
Green Building Index (GBI) certifications. Twelve of them were residential developments, one 
commercial development, one hotel and two warehouses and factories that achieved GBI 
Provisional Gold, Silver and Certified ratings. Of these, Hotel Penaga, Lam Soon Warehouse and 
Osram factory are already in operation, having achieved their GBI Final Certifications. 

Jelutong Development Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of IJM Land Bhd, achieved four certifications for their 
projects The Light Point, The Light Linear, The Light Collection 1 and The Light Collection 2. Kewira 
Jaya Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of SP Setia Bhd, also scored four accolades – a gold and three 
certifications for the projects 11 Brook Residences, Setia Greens (Phase 1), Setia Pinnacle and Setia 
Greens (Phase 2) Landed Parcel. 

The other project winners were G-Home (20000BJ), G-Home (20001BJ) and G-Home (20002BJ), Kao 
Penang Office (Fatty Chemical Land M Sdn Bhd), Sandilands (BHL Waterfront), 1 Tanjong (Province 
Valley Sdn Bhd) and Marinox Sky Villas (Masmeyer Development Sdn Bhd). Chief Minister Lim Guan 
Eng, who presented the certificates recently said that Penang was the first state to acknowledge and 
appreciate the effort put in by the companies to make their buildings green and in the process 
promote sustainability in the state. “Back in 2009 when GBI was first launched, the concept of green 
buildings was very new. 
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“As of Oct 8 this year, 38 Penang-based projects were registered with the GBI, making up 8% of the 
national total. “Out of these 38 projects, 16 have received GBI certification and the remaining 22 are 
pending the submission of their design to GBI. The 16 projects represent 11% of the total projects 
certified by GBI nationwide,” he said. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/10/16/Green-projects-recognised/ 
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Architectural exchange Vietnamese delegation seeks to learn from Malaysian experience 

NS BlueScope Malaysia, formerly known as BlueScope Steel (M) Sdn Bhd, a manufacturing, 
marketing and distribution company supplying coated and pre-painted steel, together with NS 
BlueScope Vietnam recently hosted its first green architecture gathering with a group of architects 
from Vietnam to highlight the development of green architecture and buildings in Malaysia. 
According to Pongsak Padungkarn, who was recently appointed NS BlueScope president for 
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei, Malaysia is a country that strongly advocates sustainable buildings 
as solutions to reduce environmental impact. 

“The Malaysian government has shown tremendous support in encouraging green policies including 
the Income Tax Exemption for GBI-certified buildings, Sustainable Energy Development Authority 
(SEDA) Act and SIRIM Eco Label. As such, there has been a growing awareness for green construction 
leading towards building buildings in a sustainable manner,” he said. Since the introduction of 
Malaysia’s Green Building Index (GBI) in 2009, more than 69mil square feet of buildings in Malaysia 
have been certified as green buildings and the GBI tool itself has become one of the fastest growing 
tropical green tools in the world. Following that, the development of green buildings in Malaysia 
attracted the attention of neighbouring countries and a group of well-established and talented 
architects visited Malaysia recently to see for themselves. 

The gathering attended by notable architects from Vietnam shared knowledge and experience about 
the practices, processes and materials which create sustainable environments, highlight the 
development of green architecture and buildings in Malaysia as well as sustainable building 
materials that prioritise reduction in energy consumption and wastage. The architects also attended 
a talk by Malaysian Institute of Architects president Chan Seong Aun where he shared his philosophy 
on sustainable architecture. 

Since 2009, Chan has led the team that created the GBI Residential Tool and has been on the GBI 
Accreditation panel ever since. He was appointed secretary to the Malaysia Green Building 
Confederation due to his passion and commitment for the green building movement. “In Malaysia, 
there is a growing demand for green architecture. “Architects play a critical role in the preservation 
of our planet’s environment and natural resources,” said Chan. “As socially-responsible architects, it 
is our role to design buildings that address environmental issues without having to sacrifice 
aesthetical demands,” he said. The group of architects were invited for a site visit to the Malaysian 
Energy Centre, also known as the Green Energy Office (GEO) Building. 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
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In 2005, the GEO Building became the first GBI-certified building as well as the first completed 
green-rated office building in Malaysia. It is equipped with various sustainable features, which 
include energy-efficient office equipment, a photovoltaic system as well as seminar rooms and a 
green library that specialises in green technology. “The visit has expanded our perspective on how 
green architecture can help create a conducive environment,” said Ton That Viet from HBP Architect, 
Vietnam. The architects ended their visit in Malaysia by visiting heritage sites in Malacca. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/10/12/Architectural-exchange-Vietnamese-
delegation-seeks-to-learn-from-Malaysian-experience/ 
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Marinox Sky leads with a gold star 

BY TAN SIN CHOW 

THE Marinox Sky Villas in Tanjung Tokong is the first high-rise development in Penang to be certified 
the ‘Green Building Index (GBI) Provisional Gold Rating’. Scheduled for completion in 2016, the 
project undertaken by developer Masmeyer Development Sdn Bhd epitomises sustainability and 
incorporates many environmental friendly features. The company is a subsidiary fully owned by 
Masmeyer Holdings Sdn Bhd. Masmeyer Holdings managing director Datuk Choo Beng Kai said the 
project was crafted with emphasis on space, design and environment. 

“We have an obligation to our buyers . They deserve quality home and life. “That’s how the concept 
of green building comes into the picture. “We focus on the building’s impact towards human health, 
the environment during the building’s life cycle through better sitting, design, construction, 
operation, maintenance and removal,” he said. Choo told reporters before receiving the GBI 
certificate from state executive councillor Chow Kon Yeow during a simple presentation ceremony at 
Traders Hotel on Thursday. Present to witness the ceremony were Greenbuildingindex Sdn Bhd 
technical committee member Lam Kim Seong, Penang Chinese Chamber of Commerce president 
Datuk Seri Choot Ewe Seng and Penang Rehda chairman Datuk Jerry Chan Fook Sing. 
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The GBI is Malaysia’s green rating tool for buildings and towns meant to promote sustainability in 
the built-environment and raise awareness of environmental issues among developers, architects, 
engineers, planners, designers, contractors and the public. Choo said under the GBI rating tool, 
developers and building owners would now construct and design buildings that come with energy 
and water-saving features, healthy indoor environment, better connectivity to public transport and 
the adoption of recycling and greenery features. Citing the 301-unit Marinox Sky Villas as an 
example, he said the project is located within a short distance from Penang’s popular attractions — 
Tesco Tanjung Pinang, Straits Quay, Precinct 10, Island Plaza and Prima Tanjung. 

“It is ideally suited to all types of residents, be it couples or large families, as the built-up area ranges 
between 1,260sq ft and 2,960sq ft. “Most of the units offer panoramic view of the northern channel, 
one of the best sights one can wake up to each morning. “Other units also offer great views, such as 
the undulating hills of Tanjung Bungah and skyline of Gurney Drive and Pulau Tikus,” he said. To find 
out more about Masmeyer Development’s offerings, visit its booths at Gurney Plaza from Thursday 
to Sunday. Keep a lookout for the scale model of the Marinox towers which will be constructed 
entirely out of LEGO blocks during the roadshow. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/09/16/Marinox-Sky-leads-with-a-gold-star/ 
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Genteel living 

BY LEONG SIOK HUI 

ITS million-dollar view aside, boutique residential development Rhombus comes with the usual 
trappings of swanky domiciles plus an admirable attention to detail. Prospective clients have a 
choice of A- or B-type units characterised by a lighter or darker coloured interior. Each almost 
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400sqm (4,000-square feet) unit comes with a private lift lobby, four en-suite bedrooms, a maid’s 
room, two kitchens, an open concept living and dining space and a super-sized balcony. The 
common area houses the gym, infinity pool, dining/meeting space, outdoor BBQ area and a cosy 
lounge for residents and guests to rendezvous. 

“We want residents to treat this communal space as an extension of their homes and to feel that 
there is a community here,” says Chan Kin-Meng, chief executive officer of Benéton Properties, 
which owns the building. “Refinement in living is more than just the things you see and touch,” adds 
Chan, as we tour the building and an unoccupied unit. “It comes from things like the layout of the 
apartment, which allows natural lighting and cross-ventilation (that translate into energy savings and 
a conducive space) or what happens when things break down.” 

In the event of a blackout, for instance, strategically placed lights, the master bedroom air-
conditioner and one of the two fridges that all units come with will be powered by the generator set. 
Maintenance work is relegated to the back of the apartment – the air-conditioning compressors are 
placed in a service corridor with a service lift large enough to fit a stretcher and bulky furniture. Any 
delivery or maintenance work is done via the service corridor. “One advantage of not having a 
building in front of us is that the spacious balcony becomes an extension of your living space,” Chan 
adds. Tenants can enjoy a meal or loll on the balcony and not be bothered by nosy neighbours. 

The deeply recessed balconies act as a sunshade to keep the interior cool and simultaneously fulfil a 
Green Building Index (GBI) criterion. “A lot of the GBI scoring resulted from the passive design 
solutions we came up – navigating within this tight half-acre (0.2ha) site, orientating the building to 
take advantage of the view and allowing for maximum cross-ventilation,” Chan explains. And, he 
points out, “We’re not putting in things for the sake of GBI ratings. In fact, it is not expensive to 
implement green practices.” LED lights illuminate the entire building, recycled timber planks line the 
balconies and dual-flush toilets are common fixtures. The rainwater harvesting system collects 
enough water for landscaping plants and to clean the common areas. Roof-mounted solar cells 
contribute about 12% of the energy required to power the lifts and common area lighting. 

With notable projects like the award-winning Stonor Park and 2 Hampshire condominiums in KL City 
Centre and the ultra-luxurious Waldron House in Chelsea, London, Benéton Properties is no stranger 
to high-end residential developments. But building and managing a lease-only condominium like the 
Rhombus is a first for the 34-year-old company. “This is an interesting challenge we wanted to 
embark on,” says Chan. “It is a rare opportunity to put something out that is edgier and design-
driven and reflective of the direction in which we want to go.” Benéton wants to create something 
iconic, both in looks and the living experience for a prominent site like Bangsar, an upscale 
residential suburb with a coveted address and where the crowd is “worldly, artistic and well-
travelled”. “Buildings are generally reflective of the generation they were built in,” says Chan. “This 
is our flagship project for this generation of buildings. It’s something we’re very proud of and we 
hope we’ve added to the look in Bangsar.” 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Lifestyle/Features/2013/08/26/Genteel-living/ 
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Good news for local folk 

BY DAVID TAN 

THE state government will undertake the construction of 696 units of affordable high-rise property 
in Teluk Kumbar later this year. State Housing, Town and Country Planning Committee chairman 
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Jagdeep Singh Deo said the project to be managed by the Penang Development Corporation, 
comprised low medium-cost (LMC) and medium-cost (MC) property. “There will be 348 units of LMC 
and 348 units of MC. The property will be priced at RM72,000, RM200,000, RM300,000 and 
RM400,000,” he said. Jagdeep Singh was speaking at a forum on ‘Achieving High Per-formance 
Green Building’ organis- ed by the Real Estate and Hous -ing Developers’ Association (Rehda). 

Besides Teluk Kumbar, the state government is also undertaking affordable housing projects in Jalan 
SP Chelliah and Jalan Jelutong on the island and in Batu Kawan, Seberang Prai. Jagdeep Singh said 
the Penang Paradigm road map for 2013-2033 had proposed that all future medium and high cost 
development to be Green Building Index (GBI) certifi-ed. “The state government will consider making 
it a policy to make green buildings, be it certified by the GBI certification body or other green rating 
schemes, compulsory for all future buildings,” Jagdeep Singh added. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/08/17/Good-news-for-local-folk-Penang-Govt-
to-come-up-with-three-affordable-housing-projects/ 
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Minister hopes more follow Menara Sarawak Energy’s example 

KUCHING: Menara Sarawak Energy, Sarawak Energy Bhd’s (SEB) headquarters, has set the standard 
for other Green Building Index (GBI) buildings in the state. “I hope that with the rapid development 
of cities in the state, there would be more buildings going for the GBI certification, regardless of 
whether they are new or enhanced,” said Energy, Green Technology and Water Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Maximus Ongkili. The minister yesterday made his first official visit to Menara Sarawak Energy 
since its opening end of last year. 
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It is the first green building in Sarawak and Sabah to be awarded the Final GBI Silver Rating under the 
Non-Residential New Construction Category. The presentation of the certification was done by Dr 
Maximus himself at Sime Darby Convention Centre on July 11 during the launch of the GBI 
Residential Construction Tool Version 3. 

The GBI is a green rating tool established by Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia and Association of 
Consulting Engineer for buildings and towns, created to promote sustainability in the built 
environment and raise awareness of environmental issues among developers, architects, engineers, 
planners, designers, contractors as well as the public. 

On hand to receive Dr Maximus and his delegation were board member Datuk Idris Buang, chief 
operating officer Lu Yew Hung, corporate services chief Aisah Eden, policy and government relations 
vice-president Zuraimy Kushaili and the top management of Sarawak Energy Berhad. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/08/17/Minister-hopes-more-follow-Menara-
Sarawak-Energys-example/ 
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Talking green architecture 

IN conjunction with the 2nd Malaysia Eco Building & Design Exhibition 2013 (March 26-28), the Eco-
B Forum organised by the Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM) will be held on Wednesday and 
will feature four regional speakers who will share new concepts and works in green buildings. Green 
buildings are becoming part and parcel of our cities today. Since 2009 when Malaysia’s own Green 
Building Index (GBI) was launched as a means of certifying whether a building is environmentally 
friendly, over 40 million square feet of buildings have been certified. “Malaysia’s GBI has become the 
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world’s fastest growing tropical green tool,” explains Dr Tan Loke Mun, the forum’s convenor who is 
past PAM president and adjunct professor at Universiti Putra Malaysia. 

“This forum seeks to highlight innovative ideas and thoughts of some of the region’s leading 
architects and designers to define and extend new green boundaries. Their projects have produced 
distinctive works that are winning international recognition and have opened up a plethora of new 
ideas and inspirations.” Elora Hardy is best known for the creation of award-winning, eco-friendly 
bamboo buildings, like the Green School and Green Village in Bali, Indonesia. She will be speaking on 
“Designing In Nature”. Hardy was formerly sole print designer at Donna Karan International in New 
York. In 2010 she returned to Bali to pursue her childhood dream of creating strong, beautiful 
bamboo houses. 

A graduate of Japan’s Nagoya Institute of Technology class of 2002, Vo Trong Nghia leads an award-
wining, self-titled practice known for its intricate bamboo and sustainable structures. His works have 
been receiving high appraisals in Vietnam and overseas and honourable prizes that include the 
International Architecture Award, and Architectural Review Award. His representative works are 
wNw Café (2006), wNw Bar (2008) and Bamboo Wing (2009). In 2012, he was named Vietnam’s 
Architect of the Year. During the forum, Vo will be speaking on innovative green architecture in 
Vietnam. B.C. Ang is a founding partner of Malaysia’s WHBC Architects, which is recognised for its 
work in design, architecture and urban landscapes. The practice has won numerous awards from 
industry peers and its works are widely published in books and magazines in Malaysia, Singapore, 
Thailand, Japan, the Netherlands, China and Australia. 

Veteran Singapore architect Yip Yuen Hong has been practising his trade for nearly 30 years. He 
honed his skills under pioneering architects such as William Lim, Tay Kheng Soon, and Liu Thai Ker. In 
2002, Yip started ip:li architects with partner Lee Ee Lin. Yip’s own contemporary tropical language in 
architecture combines simple materials to create a signature style, and he often refers to his 
residential projects as “modern kampung houses”. 

The forum will be held on Wednesday at the Plenary Theatre of the Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre from 9am to 1pm. Registration fees are RM100 for students, RM150 for PAM members and 
RM200 for visitors. For more information call 03-2693 4182 or e-mail info@pam.org.my. Related 
Story: Celebrating the art of building 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Lifestyle/Archive/2013/03/25/Talking-green-architecture/ 
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Going green big time 

BY NIGEL EDGAR 

KUCHING: Builders, planners, architects and urban specialists must adopt green and sustainable 
building and infrastructure designs in the undertaking of their projects in line with the Government’s 
initiatives. Housing Minister Datuk Amar Abang Johari Tun Openg said with the Government 
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adopting the Green Building Index (GBI), big projects had been urged to look into green technology 
systems not only for sustainable development but also as a marketing strategy. Speaking at the 
Building Trade Show 2013 opening ceremony in Borneo Convention Centre Kuching yesterday, Johari 
noted that while certain green methods and technologies could be costly, adopting them in the long 
term would help in enhancing energy savings, sustainable development and corporate image. 

“Hopefully more builders and developers in the state would respond positively to the Government’s 
call in adopting the GBI, which focuses on six key criteria namely energy efficiency, indoor 
environment quality, sustainable site planning and management, material and resources efficiency 
as well as design innovation. “The GBI elements in residential and commercial building planning are 
now widely used as a marketing strategy because it involves long-term energy savings. “For example, 
the rainwater harvesting system is an affordable technology that could easily be implemented to 
reduce water bills, provide alternative water supply and at a bigger scale, can form part of the 
rainwater management system by reducing storm-water runoff and reducing or mitigating the 
possibility of flash floods,” he said. 

In this regard, Johari said the state government emphasised the need to implement sustainable 
urban development strategies and initiatives including green growth as major cities around the 
world were making continuous efforts to become more sustainable as a way forward in addressing 
global issues that include environmental degradation and climate changes. He said this was crucial 
for a fast expanding city like Kuching, which needed to grow on a sustainable basis and its 
surrounding development be contained within its ecological carrying capacity, taking into account of 
how rapid socioeconomic growth could impact its population and environment. “Thus green and 
sustainable development would bring about new and exciting opportunities that could influence the 
way cities are being planned and developed. It would also help create major and better yet, positive 
lifestyle changes such as walking and cycling with less destructive consumption patterns,” said 
Johari. 

On housing development, Johari said a green neighbourhood should meet the needs of the people’s 
daily activities and allow communities to control pollution, save energy, increase economic 
opportunities, reduce crime, develop friendships and community spirits, and encourage ethnic 
interactions among the various communities. “Akin to an effective network, members of these 
communities can easily access their homes, work places, public facilities, transport systems and 
green spaces within comfortable walking distance,” he said. While it was crucial to build new 
buildings for development, Johari said sustainable measures should also involve the preservation of 
culture and heritage, especially in the older parts of the city. 

“While they are colonial in origin, we can regard these structures as priceless heritage of ours in 
which not many cities on the world can claim to have. Thus we need to continue preserving this 
heritage as the city landscape is changing rapidly towards becoming a modern and vibrant place,” he 
explained. Johari said for Kuching, these heritage sites would provide the city with a unique charm 
especially to first-time foreign visitors. “There is a need to balance urban city growth with 
sustainable city development, and architects, planners and property developers certainly have a role 
to play in this endeavour,” he said. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/03/23/Going-green-big-time/ 
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Chor: Build more affordable homes 

SERDANG: Housing and Local Government Minister Datuk Seri Chor Chee Heung hopes that 
developers will not only look at profits, but at affordable housing as well. “It is equally important to 
build more affordable homes so that people in the lower bracket will get to buy houses,” he told 
reporters after launching Perfect Eagle Development (PED) Sdn Bhd’s O2 Residence project near Seri 
Kembangan here. He was accompanied by PED chief executive officer Puan Sri Datin Alice Su Bee 
Leng and director Tan Sri Datuk Koo Yuen Kim. 

Chor said his ministry was also working to encourage developers to look into Malaysia’s Green 
Building Index (GBI). He said builders needed to integrate green features into their houses so that 
their customers would be able to live better and healthier lifestyles. Chor said it was not compulsory 
for properties to have GBI certification, although many people were “discerning” of green 
properties. Perfect Eagle Development’s O2 Residence is 13.5-acre of serviced residence that will be 
part of the Bandar Puchong South township. 

With a starting point of between RM440 to RM550 per sq ft, it is targeted at young professionals and 
their families. With a Gross Development Value of around RM450mil, O2 Residence will be a low-
density property. It aims to use various measures including an “organic layout”, rainwater 
harvesting, solar panels, natural lighting, ventilation and others. The O2 Residence will also be the 
first of O2 City’s eight phases, with developments such as a service suite, five-star hotel and office 
tower currently in PED’s planning stage. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Nation/2013/03/19/Chor-Build-more-affordable-homes/ 
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Eco-tourism develops in tandem with effectiveness of public transport 

BY YU JI 

KUCHING: Eco-tourism would not develop fully until there was progress on public transportation, 
said UCSI University’s Pre-U Centre head Mukvinder Kaur Sandhu. “Place is a factory in tourism, 
specifically, in terms of being strategically placed, where people can have easy access to other 
locations of importance with minimum carbon emission,” Mukvinder told a tourism forum at the 
university here yesterday. Mukvinder, who is part of a Malaysia-China study group on eco-tourism, 
said despite China’s badly perceived environmentally friendliness, there were pockets of eco-
developments that were far superior than Malaysia’s. “Tianjin in northern China is being developed 
in a very sustainable manner. It has an efficient public transportation system. It is an eco city partly 
because it is designed to be compact. 

“It allows cycling and walking to places. From a tourism point of view, that would mean tourists are 
able to travel to a lot of important spots in short distances.” Mukvinder is part of a study group on 
the perception and readiness of the hotel industry in Malaysia towards eco-hospitality. She said 
preliminary findings, which were obtained solely based on respondents in Kuching, had indicated 
that eco-tourism depended on local grassroots movement. “We call it the 3 ‘P’s – process, people 
and place. The people factor has a strong impact,” she said, adding that awareness among people 
and public transportation were linked in the likeliness to adopt green practises. 

“The Malaysian authorities really do need to look at how to make cities (feel) more compact. We 
definitely need a more efficient public transportation system that allows people to get around more 
easily. It is something that needs to be taken into account if the eco-tourism concept is to be more 
successful,” she said. Meanwhile, Malaysia’s public transport sector is badly developed. According to 
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statistics released recently, there are just about 850 buses for a population of almost 5 million in 
Kuala Lumpur. By comparison, the city of London, which has a population of about seven million, has 
7,500 buses. In Singapore, an island nation with a population of about 5 million, there are 3,200 
buses, allowing more Singaporeans to travel on buses rather than trains, which are considerably 
more expensive to build. 

Yesterday’s ‘Symposium of Tourism Studies: Current Trends and Issues in Tourism’ event was a 
collaboration between UCSI University and the Russian Economic University after GV Plekhanov in 
Plekhanov in Tashkent. Forum organising chairman Lah Wan Yee told reporters the Government 
would have to step in to assist the development of eco-tourism. Lah, who is head of the campus’ 
Hotel Management Department, said eco-tourism operators needed to be provided with incentives 
like tax breaks. On hotels for instance, she said the construction of more eco-friendly infrastructure 
that were certified on the Green Building Index (GBI) needed to be encouraged. 

“I don’t think there is any tax incentive for eco-tourism presently aside from GBI. There should be 
more incentives, new policies, which take into account that introducing new products (like building 
GBI hotels) is very expensive,” Lah said. The two-day forum ends today. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/03/14/Ecotourism-develops-in-tandem-with-
effectiveness-of-public-transport/ 
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Exhibition to highlight eco-friendly building designs 

IT IS two weeks to ECO-B, the country’s second Eco Building & Design Exhibition, which will run from 
March 26 to 28 at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. ECO-B is now an annual event on its own 
merit after it was introduced as a green products exhibit category in 2011 and a co-located 
exhibition of Archidex (International Architec-ture, Interior Design & Building Exhibition) last year. 
ARCHIDEX and ECO-B are jointly organised by PAM (Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia) and C.I.S Network 
Sdn Bhd. The exhibition is the opportune platform to explore green building technologies and 
designs, new solutions, the latest methods and expertise, new sustainable materials and product 
innovations. 

Local governmental legislation and incentives, green building assessment and rating consultations 
are also part of ECO-B. “The total number of booths currently stands at 211 booths,” said C.I.S. 
Network president Vincent Lim. The highlights of this year’s event will be the eco forum, talks and 
workshops, to be held concurrently. “As of Feb 15, the statistics from GBI (Green Building Index) 
indicated that 413 projects in Malaysia had applied for GBI rating. “Out of that, 382 projects have 
been registered, of which 116 project were totally certified by GBI, which made up more than 
45.7million sq ft of gross square area,” said PAM president Saifuddin Ahmad. 

PAM will also be showcasing the winning entry of the ECO-B PAM Youth Designs Competition to 
design a portable pavilion to house an exhibit of youth works and projects. The winner of the 
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competition is Edward Chew Chin Meng for the design of the “Corrugated Cardboard Pavilion”. 
There will also be another showcase by PAM in the ECO-B Student Exhibition, where an exhibition 
space of 1,000 sq ft will see universities and polytechnics showcasing architecture programmes 
through drawing boards, model or video presentations. 

To keep abreast of the latest products in the market, industry practitioners can also attend the ECO 
BizTalk, a trade talk session presented by selected exhibitors. Admission is free and registration is 
required before entry. Exhibition hours will be from 10am to 6pm. The exhibition on March 26 and 
27 are for trade visitors. On March 28, it will be open to public. Trade visitors are encouraged to pre-
register online at www.ecob.com.my .For details, call 03-7982 4668, visit www.ecob.com.my or e-
mail info@ecob.com.my 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/03/12/Exhibition-to-highlight-ecofriendly-
building-designs/ 
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Prospects look good for Twin Arkz serviced apartments in Bukit Jalil 

SET to be among the tallest landmarks in Bukit Jalil, Twin Arkz, a serviced apartment project by 
Exsimas Development Sdn Bhd is attracting property buyers like bees to honey. The project was soft-
launched last September, but Michael Yam, Exsimas head of property, noted that some 80% of the 
units have already been sold to date. Twin Arkz comprises two blocks of 34-storey towers with 363 
units of serviced apartments and SOHO. The project is expected to be completed by the first quarter 
of 2016. According to Yam, one of the drawing factors of Twin Arkz is that it is a freehold property 
located in the heart of the development taking place in Bukit Jalil. 

“Bukit Jalil will be another integrated city hub. It is highly accessible with infrastructure planned for 
the area and there are three malls in the pipeline for Bukit Jalil. We are positive on the prospects for 
Twin Arkz as well as Bukit Jalil,” Yam said. The project sits on a 1.8-acre site situated about 1.5km 
from the planned Bukit Jalil LRT station. It is also accessible via the KESAS Highway, Maju 
Expressway, Middle Ring Road 2 and Kuala Lumpur-Seremban Highway. Yam noted that the three 
major developers with projects in Bukit Jalil are WCT Berhad, Berjaya Group and Ho Hup 
Construction Company Bhd. He said Twin Arkz will be enjoying a fantastic view of Berjaya Group’s 
planned Bukit Jalil golf course. 

Twin Arkz features various designs for different home owners, namely two bedrooms + a study 
(1,025 sq ft), three bedrooms + one utility (1,170 sq ft and 1,254 sq ft), three bedrooms (1,254 sq ft), 
three bedrooms + one study + one utility (1,521 sq ft), one bedroom + one study (721 sq ft), two 
bedrooms (920 sq ft), two bedrooms + one suite + one utility (1,301 sq ft) and two bedrooms + one 
suite + one utility (1,339 sq ft) The units are priced at RM550,000 onwards. 

Some of the amenities available at Twin Arkz include a 25m swimming pool, sky pool, sky gym, a 
communal eco-friendly kitchen that can be used for functions as well as a sports lounge. The 
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serviced apartments are also semi-furnished with built-in wardrobes, kitchen and toilet cabinets and 
air-conditioning to minimise renovation cost for houseowners. “We want to sustain rental yield for 
our property so that customers can also benefit from it. So, we are providing as much furnishing as 
possible to make it easier for them to rent out the property as well,” Yam said. Additionally, Twin 
Arkz has received its provisional Green Building Index (GBI) certification. 

While the cost of developing a green building may be higher than a normal development, Yam said 
Exsimas is not charging property buyers the full cost of a GBI-quality property. “It is a trend. People 
are talking about going green and they are aware of the GBI standard. We want to be a green 
developer and we hope to be an example to other developers.” Exsimas is also on the lookout for 
more land bank for future developments. Currently, the developer has 12 acres under its belt. 

Some of its previous developments include the Nouvelle Industrial Park projects in Kota Damansara 
and Bukit Rimau, Shah Alam, which features three-storey semi-detached factory units and The Treez 
residential community project in Bukit Jalil, as well as The Leafz serviced apartments in Sungai Besi. 
“We are looking at opportunities in Iskandar and Penang. Iskandar is a good market because it 
enjoys a lot of investment from Singapore. But we are definitely looking at more land bank in the 
Klang Valley,” Yam added. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/02/22/Prospects-look-good-for-Twin-Arkz-
serviced-apartments-in-Bukit-Jalil/ 
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Green the way to go 

BY JOY LEE 

THE green-building trend is catching on in the Malaysian property market as developers and 
property buyers are showing more interest in sustainable development. Developers are taking on 
the green approach more seriously these days and it is not uncommon for developers to heavily 
publicise their green certifications. “Consumers are becoming more educated and people are willing 
to pay a premium as they intentionally look for these green homes,” said Architects 61 Sdn Bhd 
director Jeffrey Ling. 

Formed in 1995, Architects 61 is known for designing high-end developments including Stonor Park 
in Kuala Lumpur and Springtide Residence in Penang. The firm is registered with the US Green 
Building Council and is a member of Malaysia’s Green Building Index (GBI) as it believes green 
designs are the direction to pursue to achieve sustainable development. Regulators have been trying 
to push green products in the market for some years following the launch of the GBI in 2009, but 
few, if any, potential homeowners have taken the bait. 

The GBI is a green rating tool developed to suit Malaysia’s tropical climate as well as current social, 
infrastructure and economic development goals. Previously, sceptics of green building often argued 
that it is difficult to build green without paying a big premium. But industry players say good 
practices in the construction and property sectors need not cost an arm and a leg. 

While the initial cost for a green building will be higher due to the quality of materials and designs 
required and cost of green certification, Ling points out that good practices in building green 
maximises the potential of the site and does not have to cost a lot of money. In fact, he noted that 
the sustainability of a development can be enhanced with just the right design, which may give 
developers better returns. “It takes little to be green. The margin potential in green buildings can be 
reflected in better branding, product and design,” Ling said. 

This can be seen in Architects 61’s latest building, Wisma Shell, which sits on a 4.83acre site in 
Cyberjaya. The cost of building Wisma Shell amounted to RM140mil, but the building was sold to 
Emkay Group for RM240mil, translating to a margin of about 70% for the green building. 
Additionally, the features in a building help reduce the maintenance costs for its occupants due to 
the efficient use of resources. Demand for green homes is also rising, particularly in the high-end 
segment. Likewise, corporations are also on the lookout for green offices to reduce their 
maintenance cost. Note that some 2.8 million square metres of gross floor space in 331 buildings has 
been GBI-certified in the three years since the index was launched. 

Notably, demand for green buildings in developed countries is growing much faster and the growth 
abroad will help spur the green trend in the local market. Reports estimate that the US market value 
of green buildings could grow 19.5% every year to hit US$173.5bil (RM537.46bil) in 2015 from 
US$71.1bil in 2010. “Occupants of green buildings benefit and see the payback in the long run 
because they can reduce operating costs for energy consumption,” Ling said. “But at the end of the 
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day, we need to look at how many green features we can incorporate into our developments and at 
what price. “We also need to see how ready the market is for these products. Our consumers may 
not be fully there yet but we can start somewhere,” Ling said. 

Designing green 

Ling believes that building green starts at the planning stage. Architects 61 uses computer aided 
design and drafting tools to preview every detail of the final design even before contractors start 
constructing the buildings. Tan Choon Sang, country manager of Autodesk Asia Pte Ltd, provider of 
the engineering and design software used by Architects 61, said the property and construction 
industry is moving into using computer aided drafting to minimise waste and maximise efficiency. 
“At the planning stage, a slight change anywhere is a change everywhere. The use of software such 
as Building Information Modelling (BIM) can help reduce human error in designing and constructing 
the building,” Tan said. 

Being able to see every detail of the final design and make changes to it before construction starts 
also helps property developers reduce cost by some 5% which can be passed on to consumers. “The 
market agrees that this is the way to go. Consumer priorities need to be put first,” Tan said.  

Regulators talk green 

Local authorities have also jumped on the bandwagon to increase more green buildings in their 
locality. The GBI is recognised and supported by at least six town councils including Kuala Lumpur 
City Hall (DBKL), Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ) and Penang City Council (MPPP). DBKL is 
reportedly planning an incentive scheme to reward developers who design and construct green and 
sustainable buildings that conserve energy and water, provide a healthier indoor environment, 
better connectivity to public transport as well as adopt recycling and green programmes. 

Among the incentives are a reduction in development charges and assessment fees for developers 
and building owners. “Some of the local councils are heading towards sustainable development 
under their area and DBKL is leading the way in this.,” Ling said. DBKL has made it compulsory for all 
new developments in the city to be in compliance with GBI. Nonetheless, Ling noted that while 
necessary, it is difficult to implement such policies overnight. “It will affect a lot of developers and 
bottom lines. It essentially changes the property development industry,” he said. 

WISMA Shell, located in Cyberjaya, is a leading example of a successful green building in Malaysia. 
The building is the first in Malaysia to attain a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Gold designation. Wisma Shell encompasses two office blocks with five levels of offices, three levels 
of naturally ventilated sub-basement parking bays and a landscaped roof garden which reduces heat 
gain in the building. Architects 61 Sdn Bhd director Jeffrey Ling said about 30% of the building is 
covered with plants, including a centralised courtyard with a lush landscape. 

The building also features under-floor air conditioning for a more efficient and effective cooling 
system as well as photocell sensors at the office spaces to reduce electricity consumption and 
optimise the use of natural light. Ling noted that the building design has achieved a 50% reduction 
for its overall energy usage compared to the average energy consumption of office buildings in 
Malaysia. Note that 34% of the building materials by cost used were from recycled content and 47% 
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of the materials used were sourced locally and regionally to reduce the environmental impact from 
transportation. 

But apart from using green materials and reducing energy consumption, Ling is proud of the way 
Wisma Shell was constructed. The construction team had set up a waste-management and recycling 
system that segregated recyclable waste materials and managed to divert 75% of waste from ending 
up in landfills. “It took more effort and maybe a little more cost for management, but it takes little to 
be green, Good practices helped us maximise the potential of the site and we were able to cut on 
wastage,” Ling said. Additionally, Wisma Shell proved green cynics wrong by fetching an impressive 
margin of about 70% upon sale. 

“The green concept is relatively new in Malaysia’s property market and so few products are tested. 
But it can command certain premium in some market segments,” Ling added. As Tony Arnel, 
chairman of the World Green Building Council puts it: Green buildings do not just make sound 
ecological and environmental sense, they make sound economic sense too. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/02/08/Green-the-way-to-go/ 
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Project with only 20 units left located near myriad facilities, says director 

BY CITYSCAPES 

FUTURE residents of the Olive Tree Residences will find the necessities of life well-catered due to the 
project’s strategic location, myriad amenities and luxurious well-designed living spaces. The elegant 
23-storey tower by HIG Livingston Sdn Bhd, a member of Harta Intan Group of Companies, is part of 
a mixed development project located along Jalan Mahsuri in Bayan Baru, Penang, that also 
comprises commercial and hospitality elements. Most of the 91 freehold units, ranging between 
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1,656sq ft and 5,135sq ft, were snapped up after their launch last month. At press time, only 20 
units remain available, with prices averaging between RM500 and RM510 per sq ft. 

Harta Intan Construction Sdn Bhd director Ivan Chew attributed the popularity to the project’s 
overall appeal, saying that just like how trees need water, light and soil to flourish, so do humans 
need many essential elements to live in comfort. Location is a major plus point, with the project 
being opposite the proposed, subterranean Penang International Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
and connected via direct links. “There will also be a major RapidPenang bus and taxi terminal, so 
residents will have convenience and mobility at their doorstep,” Chew added. It is also within easy 
reach of the Penang Bridge and second link, the Penang Interna-tional Airport, various shopping 
malls, the Bayan Baru wet market, the industrial Free Trade Zone, education institutions, medical 
centres and the Bukit Jambul Golf and Country Club. 

Besides the surrounding amenities, residents can also look forward to enjoying a whole range of 
facilities on the tower’s Club Floor — a covered swimming pool, gymnasium, games room, function 
room and children’s playground. “There will be lots of greenery within the compound. In addition, 
the project also has direct access to a sprawling public park,” said Chew, adding that each unit also 
comes with a minimum of two car parks. The Olive Tree Residences project also boasts CCTV 
surveillance and two-tiered security access. On top of that, the elevators — of which there are two 
per wing — are equipped with live video monitors. 

“The building also incorporates environmentally-friendly elements like energy-saving LED lighting for 
common areas, and rainwater harnessing for GBI (Green Building Index) compliance,” Chew said. 
“Units come fully air-conditioned and semi-furnished — with wardrobes in all bedrooms, and cooker 
hoods and cabinets in the wet and dry kitchens, along with HD TV and broadband Internet 
capability,” he pointed out in a recent interview. The project, conceptualised by renowned 
Australian architect Steve Layton, is slated for completion by the end of next year. When completed, 
it will stand alongside the 26-storey Olive Tree Hotel, which boasts 253 rooms. 

The international standard, four-star establishment will have excellent banquet and spa facilities, as 
well as a Sky Lounge. The final component, a commercial block with 10 three-storey units, will 
eventually house many renowned retailers and food and beverage outlets. “It will be a self-
contained neighbourhood with excellent transportation, leisure and recreational opportunities,” he 
summed up. For more information about the project, visit the developer’s office at 9A Livingston 
House, Logan Road, Penang, or call 04-228 2163. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/01/18/Project-with-only-20-units-left-located-
near-myriad-facilities-says-director/ 
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Convenience at one’s doorstep 

BY JEREMY TAN 

FUTURE residents of the Olive Tree Residences will find the necessities of life well-catered due to the 
project’s strategic location, myriad amenities and luxurious well-designed living spaces. The elegant 
23-storey tower by HIG Livingston Sdn Bhd, a member of Harta Intan Group of Companies, is part of 
a mixed development project located along Jalan Mahsuri in Bayan Baru, Penang, that also 
comprises commercial and hospitality elements. Most of the 91 freehold units, ranging between 
1,656sq ft and 5,135sq ft, were snapped up since their launch last month. 

At press time, only 20 units remain available, with prices averaging between RM500 and RM510 per 
sq ft. Harta Intan Construction Sdn Bhd director Ivan Chew attributed the popularity to the project’s 
overall appeal, saying that just like how trees need water, light and soil to flourish, so do humans 
need many essential elements to live in comfort. Location is a major plus point, with the project 
being opposite the proposed, subterranean Penang International Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
and connected via direct links. 

“There will also be a major RapidPenang bus and taxi terminal, so residents will have convenience 
and mobility at their doorstep,” Chew added. It is also within easy reach of the Penang Bridge and 
second link, the Penang International Airport, various shopping malls, the Bayan Baru wet market, 
the industrial Free Trade Zone, education institutions, medical centres and the Bukit Jambul Golf and 
Country Club. Besides the surrounding amenities, residents can also look forward to enjoying a 
whole range of facilities on the tower’s Club Floor — a covered swimming pool, gymnasium, games 
room, function room and children’s playground. 

“There will be lots of greenery within the compound. In addition, the project also has direct access 
to a sprawling public park,” said Chew, adding that each unit also comes with a minimum of two car 
parks. The Olive Tree Residences project also boasts CCTV surveillance and two-tiered security 
access. On top of that, the elevators — of which there are two per wing — are equipped with live 
video monitors. “The building also incorporates environmentally-friendly elements like energy- 
saving LED lighting for common areas, and rainwater harnessing for GBI (Green Building Index) 
compliance,” Chew said. 

“Units come fully air-conditioned and semi-furnished — with wardrobes in all bedrooms, and cooker 
hoods and cabinets in the wet and dry kitchens, along with HD TV and broadband internet 
capability,” he pointed out in a recent interview. The project, conceptualised by renowned 
Australian architect Steve Layton, is slated for completion by the end of next year. When completed, 
it will stand alongside the 26-storey Olive Tree Hotel, which boasts 253 rooms. The international 
standard, four-star establishment will have excellent banquet and spa facilities, as well as a Sky 
Lounge. 

The final component, a commercial block with 10 three-storey units, will eventually house many 
renowned retailers and food and beverage outlets. “It will be a self-contained neighbourhood with 
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excellent transportation, leisure and recreational opportunities,” he summed up. For more 
information about the project, visit the developer’s office at 9A Livingston House, Logan Road, 
Penang, or call 04-2282163. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/01/08/Convenience-at-ones-doorstep/ 
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As friendly as they can be 

BY YU JI 

KUCHING: The first Green Building Index (GBI) certified car showroom and service centre in Sarawak 
will be built in Sibu. The proposed Toyota 3S Centre will be prominently located along Jalan Lanang 
and cost just under RM15mil. Earthworks have already began at the site, while most of the building’s 
modular structure will be manufactured off-site at a factory. The building — which will have 4,500 sq 
m of floor space — will be assembled on-site in a process that will take about a year. 

The 3S centre will be GBI-certified mainly for its low-energy usage and off-site prefabrication, which 
allows better construction waste management. The building owner will also have to commit to a 
three-year maintenance plan. Akitek JFN Sdn Bhd’s Mike Boon is leading the project. “The client’s 
brief was very simple: For a Toyota showroom, they needed a building according to Toyota’s design 
specifications, in the same way that a McDonald’s outlet is always recognisable. But at the same 
time, the client wanted a building that would be iconic. So the challenge was to build something that 
does not look like a standard Toyota showroom but which the two parties will say ‘yes’ to,” Boon 
said. The client, Kalulong Sdn Bhd, is linked to the timber and plantation industries. 

Boon said a GBI-certified building surrounded by local jungle tree species was the obvious way 
forward. Looking at the two-acre site, the architect had a rough sketch completed in mid-2011. Boon 
said the basic structure was inspired by the segmented toys he had as a child and by the empurau 
fish, a much loved delicacy in Sibu. The architect said the building adopted the empurau’s aggressive 
nature. “It’s an apprehensive fish, which lives in high-current fresh water. It leaps out from the water 
into the air for its catch. The curving modular design is inspired by that and does also resemble a 
dragon,” Boon said. 

The proposed design comprises 17 segments. “The basic structure is a series of repeating building 
thrusts, which supports an envelope of zinc and aluminium-coated metal cladding,” Boon explained. 
“Each segment is manufactured off-site in a factory, then assembled on site. That should take about 
three months to assemble the thrusts and the cladding. We save cost on lighter foundation and 
speed up the construction process. The metal cladding will not be painted, it only needs to be 
washed periodically. It will darken slightly over time and that will help hide the dirt quite well.” Boon 
said existing electrical usage policies played a part in the building’s green elements. 

“In Peninsular Malaysia and overseas, you can install solar panels and excess electricity can be sold 
back to the grid with incentives to reduce the payback on the capital investment. However, we don’t 
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have this benefit in Sarawak, so we are focusing on reducing energy usage in this building.” Boon 
said more than half of the building would comprise the workshop, servicing and car wash areas. “The 
servicing area is large because it’s a large source of income. Customer comfort is emphasised. Also, 
we’ve estimated that the car wash can clean about 70 cars a day.”  

About 15% of it is a lounge for customers to eat, drink and relax while they wait for their the cars to 
be serviced. Just 15% of the total area is the showroom. “The client’s own market research shows 
that most people, when they walk into a showroom, already know what car to buy.” Sibu’s premier 
car showroom is scheduled for completion by year-end. Boon said he enjoyed a close working 
relationship with the GBI facilitator, who is responsible for advising and submitting building plans for 
the certification. “It was a great opportunity because it is seldom for the two parties to work closely 
together locally.” Among the first GBI-certified buildings in Sarawak was the newly-built 
headquarters of Sarawak Energy and Universiti Malaysia Sarawak’s Student Pavillion. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/01/04/As-friendly-as-they-can-be/ 
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Construction projects going green 

An increasing number of construction projects are obtaining green certification. THE local building 
and construction industry is slowly but surely embracing sustainable construction. Some 70 buildings 
covering over 26 million sq ft (2.42 million sq m) have been certified under the Green Building Index 
(GBI) since the launch of the national rating scheme in May 2009. According to GBI accreditation 
panel chairman Boon Che Wee, these include 39 new non-residential and 25 new residential 
buildings, as well as five existing buildings that have been green-retrofitted. Four of these buildings 
are certified Platinum, and 20 as Gold, the two highest classifications under the GBI. 

Applications for certification have come from a variety of new and existing buildings, including 
government and corporate offices, hotels, serviced apartments, showrooms, art galleries, malls, 
factories, warehouses, condominiums, landed residential properties, and even individual homes. The 
GBI rates all applications according to six criteria: energy efficiency, indoor environmental quality, 
sustainable site planning and management, materials and resources, water efficiency, and 
innovation. The criteria were established by the GBI accreditation panel to guide building design, 
construction and operation in Malaysia to focus on increasing the efficiency of resource use, while 
reducing the overall impact of the built environment on its surroundings during the building’s life-
cycle. 

Owners of GBI-certified buildings receive two incentives from the government – tax exemption and 
stamp duty exemption. Boon expressed gratification that the GBI has been well-received and is 
widely recognised by the government and the public, and assured that the rating tool will continue 
to guide the greening of the country’s building and construction industry. Meanwhile, Holcim 
Malaysia chief executive officer, Mahanama Ralapanawa, urges the government to ensure that 
large-scale developments adopt green building standards or certification. He says awareness of 
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green certification of buildings is growing and many developers are keen to do it but need a clear 
framework and direction. “We hope the government will enforce green certification as a 
requirement for all new development while making this viable and bankable with carefully 
structured incentives and provisions, to be fair,” he says in a press statement. 

He cites the example of the Singapore Government, which has set a target whereby 80% of all 
buildings must be GreenMark-certified by 2030. He says the certification system will ensure more 
new and responsible construction materials and practices are adopted industry-wide, such as those 
which emphasise efficient use of energy and materials. Holcim recently obtained a Sirim eco-label 
for its range of green cement that is made from part-recycled material using stringent environmental 
technologies, thus reducing the overall carbon footprint. “Using OPC (ordinary Portland cement) is a 
crime, given we now have safer, cleaner, more efficient technology present in green cement,” says 
Ralapanawa. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Lifestyle/Features/2012/07/31/Construction-projects-going-green/ 
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Improving architecture in Malaysia 

BY ANDREW SIA 

Can Malaysia follow South Korea in having world-class designs and creative industries? WHAT could 
be the best way to improve Malaysian architecture? The answer is simple: increase competition – by 
having more competitions! “Some of the most iconic buildings in Paris were chosen from the best 
designs submitted by architects in open competitions,” points out Boon Che Wee, immediate past 
president of Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM or the Malaysian Institute of Architects). These 
landmark structures include the Eiffel Tower and the Centre Pompidou. For instance, the Eiffel 
Tower is so named because Gustave Eiffel was judged to have submitted the best from among 700 
proposals for a structure to commemorate the centenary of the French Revolution back in 1889. 

And in 1971, a competition for a new cultural centre in Paris attracted 650 entries. The winning 
project broke architectural conventions by moving escalators, water pipes and air conditioning to 
the outside of the building, freeing interior space for the display of art works. Today, the Centre 
Pompidou attracts about 25,000 visitors daily. Would these world famous icons of Paris have been 
so innovative had the French government awarded the construction contracts to just one or two 
architects through closed tenders? “Currently, no public or Government buildings are designed 
through open competitions,” observes Saifuddin Ahmad, the current PAM President. 

“Even if there are any, they are a pre-selected group of architects, and that raises lots of questions. 
PAM wants to promote competitions. As a professional architects institute, we want to encourage 
transparency where everybody will be given a fair chance.” Boon adds that these should not be 
limited just to so-called “iconic” buildings but to any significant building built with taxpayers’ money. 
Tan Sri Chan Sau Lai, the executive chairman of Beneton Properties, says, “If we are daring enough, 
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all major Government and GLC (government-linked company) buildings, say anything above 
RM50mil, should select the top designs from architectural competitions. This automatically gives the 
profession and the construction industry a chance to submit the best.” 

Adding value 

Boon believes there is a great need for Malaysia to boost its design credentials: “Say I show you a 
cup from Malaysia and another cup from Milan. Both may look similar but one of them will sell for 
100 times more because it’s a product of ‘Milan design’. “Just look at South Korea. Back in the 1980s, 
who would have imagined that LG and Samsung would one day compete with the world’s leading 
brands?” Chan, an architect turned property developer, recalls, “LG was called Lucky Goldstar then. 
It was a name I would never touch. Twenty years ago they would come and offer me elevators that 
were very cheap. But I thought if I put in those lifts, my clients would think the whole building was 
third rate. Now, Korea is on the world map, maybe even exceeding Japan when it comes to 
innovation and design.” 

Boon adds that at a recent expo, he saw the next wave coming from South Korea, especially in the 
field of ecodesign. This is why Thailand and Singapore have realised the value of creativity and have 
set up design councils driving cutting-edge initiatives. “Singapore has at least doubled the funding 
for its design council, that shows how much emphasis they are placing on it. They are playing catch 
up to Korea, as they realise that good design adds value to the economy. If we want to become a 
higher income nation, we have to promote a design culture also.” These architects are speaking in 
conjunction with the upcoming presentation of the PAM-Tan Sri Chan Sau Lai award (at the KL 
architectural festival next month) to recognise outstanding achievements by architecture students. 
Chan explains that while PAM does give annual awards to practising architects, this is the first time 
that the institution is conferring awards on students. 

“It’s a terrific opportunity and platform for students to perform. People in the creative professions, 
whether in music, literature, fashion, interior design or architecture, always want to be 
acknowledged. Awards are one sure way to inspire them to perform better, and to inspire others to 
compete and match their standards,” he says. For the inaugural award, there were 36 submissions in 
total. “From there, we shortlisted seven, three were from students in Malaysia, two from Australia , 
one from London and one from Beijing,” says Boon. “We hope that our student award will introduce 
young architectural talents to the industry. Also, this gives a chance to Malaysian students studying 
overseas to showcase their works here. We want to attract these talents back.” Seoul, Tokyo and 
Shanghai are all vying to be the Creative Capital of Asia. Will architectural competitions help KL to 
have a peek in at this elite table? 

“Why do we want competitions?” asks Boon. “Because we want the best designs. Once we are 
known to champion competitions, the world will know. It’s a matter of global perception.” It was 
something of a let down for him when a traditional Minangkabau house was Malaysia’s showcase on 
architecture at the Shanghai World Expo in 2010. “There is nothing wrong with showcasing arts and 
crafts,” says Boon, “But it would have been great to highlight something more progressive that 
shows our modern creativity.” His favourite examples of contemporary creativity are the Menara 
Mesiniaga (1992) in Subang Jaya, Selangor, by Hamzah and Yeang; and the Securities Commission 
building (1997) at Bukit Kiara, KL, by Hijjas Kasturi Associates. Boon points out that both buildings 
have carefully-considered orientations, natural ventilation, day lighting and sun shading to enhance 
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the buildings’ energy efficiency. “These are perfect examples of progressive Malaysian architecture 
that is unmistakably tropical, and yet Malaysian, even if both are devoid of traditional motifs (such 
as kampung-style roofs).” 

Drivng innovation 

Chan says, “We can do high-rise buildings as good as the ones seen in New York ... but can we build 
something special, something distinctly Malaysian? “Whether we have achieved a national identity 
of tropical architecture that goes beyond mere symbols like Minangkabau roofs is open to question.” 
But competition in the private sector is driving innovation. “In the last five years, the industry has 
been getting more competitive,” he says. “Everybody is trying to build more dramatic things. If 
buildings are staid and ordinary, they won’t go down so well, so developers are more responsive. 
They recognise that good design always sells, and architectural talents are improving in response.” 
Chan explains that customers are also more demanding nowadays. 

“They expect more style, better materials, things we built 20 years ago are not acceptable any more. 
People go for holidays overseas, when they return they expect their new homes to have something 
similar to overseas resorts, so developers are forced to respond. “In the 1970s and 1980s, 
developers were a small group of people and quality may not have been the top priority. They were 
pure, hard-nosed businessmen. Today, many developers’ firms are founded by architects, engineers 
and accountants. This is good for the industry, when professionals move from selling services to 
products, they tend to maintain certain standards expected of them all their lives. “I have tried to 
impart the same philosophy to my team, that there is a certain line that we will never cross for the 
sake of profit margins.” PAM has been trying to help in brand building for Malaysian architects, 
according to Chan. 

“The first and easiest thing that we (the industry and the Government) can do is to have more 
architectural competitions. Most big projects are habitually awarded to bigger architectural firms. By 
having competitions, some small and young but highly creative firms will be able to get recognition.” 
Saifuddin adds that in Britain the public are even allowed to vote for the best designs for certain 
government buildings (after all, it is taxpayers’ money!). Chan adds that to ensure that local 
architects will benefit, it can be made compulsory that any foreign architectural firms should submit 
joint bids with Malaysian partners – “Then we also get to learn how the foreigners do it.” Boon, who 
is also the convener of the PAM-Tan Sri Chan Sau Lai award, says there is a general need for greater 
recognition of designers and architects if we are to become a higher-value economy. “We have a 
national literature laureate, and the Prime Minister’s award for best entrepreneur but there is no 
national recognition for those in other creative industries.” In contrast, Singapore has its President’s 
award for best designer (which includes architects). “Some of the winners have actually been 
Malaysians!” laughs Boon. 

“Every year PAM and the Singapore Institute of Architects have a golf tournament,” notes Saifuddin. 
“At the last one in Shenzhen (China), I realised that over half the Singapore contingent were actually 
Malaysians.” “We are exporting a lot of our top talents,” says Chan. 

 

 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  29 

Changing the mentality 

Saifuddin observes that architecture is lumped under construction in Malaysia. “So when dealing 
with the Government, PAM has found it a bit hard to push the fact that architecture should be 
recognised as part of design, innovation and creativity. When Boon and myself mentioned the word 
innovation to a minister, he told us, ‘Oh this is not under my ministry, you should go to another 
ministry’.” Boon adds, “There is no one single entity in Malaysia to coordinate the creative design 
industries, we don’t know which ministry to go to. Now when I talk about design to the authorities, 
they will ask me to talk to the MDC (Multimedia Development Corp).  

But design is not just about computers, it includes buildings, urban planning, textiles, fashion and 
even industrial design, things like how we design cups and saucers.” Paul Lai Chu, the CEO of PAM, 
says there have been talks between PAM and the Government. “I attended a Strategic Reform 
Initiative with Pemandu (Performance Management and Delivery Unit) for six weeks myself. They 
are looking at ideas for transformation but it takes time to change mindsets.” 

Changing that is something that has to start young. 

Says Boon, “If you visit the Louvre (art gallery of Paris) on a weekday, not only do you see school 
students but also kindergarten toddlers; they may not know about details, but they are taught to 
appreciate texture, colour combinations, and the like. This is something we need to do.” Lai adds, 
“During and after Boon’s presidency, PAM has organised 10 architectural competitions. The 
government has taken notice and has asked our advice on how to organise them.” Boon 
recommends something like a Design Council of Singapore, which is placed under that country’s 
National Development Ministry. “Anything where design adds value to our economy should be 
promoted. I would be a bit worried if a Design Council is put under the Ministry of Culture because it 
might just be shown in a museum and that’s it.” Chan notes that architecture and other design 
industries can gain a high profile if leaders support them. 

“The Prime Minister has a personal interest in ecofriendly technology. He actually created a ministry 
for green tech, so the Government is receptive to new ideas.” Saifuddin says that PAM has noticed 
more companies developing green buildings after Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak announced 
that the Government will offer owners of new or upgraded buildings with GBI (Green Building Index) 
certification a 100% tax exemption for the additional expenditure incurred to obtain certification. 
“The GBI, which was initiated by PAM, saw the Government prepared to support it via financial 
incentives. That is what the business community looks at.  

So I hope that the Government will also open up more architectural competitions.” Chan says, “We 
need to stand up and be counted as a nation of excellence in art, design, construction.” “Not just in 
badminton,” adds Saifuddin with a smile. The inaugural PAM-Tan Sri Chan Sau Lai award will be 
presented at Archidex12, the 13th International Architecture, Interior Design & Building Exhibition, 
which takes place July 4-7 at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. For more information, go to 
archidex.com.my. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Lifestyle/Features/2012/06/18/Improving-architecture-in-Malaysia/ 
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Power up, cleanly 

BY MENG YEW CHOONG 

With new laws promoting renewable energy, Malaysian buildings might soon be sporting solar cell 
rooftops. By the end of the year, Malay-sians with landed homes can start to generate electricity 
using their rooftops – and get paid for it by national utility company Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB). This 
is made possible under the latest push to uphold renewable energy as the “fifth national fuel”. This 
push, possibly creating thousands of “independent power producers” along the way, is a likely 
outcome with the implementation of the feed-in tariff (FiT) system aimed at stimulating the 
development of renewable energy (RE). FiT works by paying a premium (above what fossil fuel 
power plants get) for electricity generated from non-fossil fuel sources such as geothermal, mini-
hydro schemes and biomass, to name a few. 

The push for RE makes sense as Malaysia pledged in 2009 to reduce its carbon intensity by 40% 
(from 2005 levels) by 2020. A country’s carbon intensity is measured by tonnes of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) generated for each gross domestic product (GDP) dollar it chalks up. Regardless of the source, 
all renewable energy projects are designed to minimise emission of greenhouse gases like CO2 by 
avoiding or minimising the need to burn fossil fuels for electricity. 

 

The use of agricultural waste or biomass for power generation is widely practised, with those in the 
agro-based industries being best-placed to tap into this source. For example, there are 
approximately 400MW (megawatt) of installed capacity (albeit off-grid) put in by palm oil millers for 
their own internal consumption, mainly by burning mill waste. Fermentation of agricultural waste to 
produce biogas also holds promise, with TNB, Sime Darby Plantation and Mitsui & Co Ltd recently 
signing a memorandum of understanding to study the feasibility of biogas projects at Sime-owned 
palm oil mills. 
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As for mini hydro schemes, more than a dozen are running at the moment, though their weakness is 
that they tend to be located in isolated areas, which makes it far from the nearest interconnecting 
point to the grid. Despite the seemingly wide choices of renewable energy, solar photovoltaic (PV) 
appears to be the only feasible option for the average Joe as other alternatives demand high start-up 
costs and have logistical constraints (like location, in the case of mini hydro projects). With its 
location near the Equator, Malaysia gets around five to six hours of optimal light each day for PV 
electricity generation, regardless of whether the PV modules are mounted on rooftops or the 
ground. 

Given that rooftops are “dead space”, using them for solar power generation appears to be a no-
brainer. In reality, however, the market has been slow to take up the idea up despite years of 
incentives, especially under the completed Malaysia Building Integrated Photovoltaic project 
(MBIPV). When it was unveiled six years ago, the MBIPV project aimed to increase the capacity of PV 
technology applications in buildings by 3.3 times while reducing the technology unit cost by 20% 
from the baseline. Through the Suria 1000 programme, MBIPV provided grants to homeowners and 
companies to partially finance installation of PV systems, with the grants awarded through a bidding 
system. About 100 buildings have benefited from the project, with the latest being Tesco Kulim, the 
country’s first hypermarket to be fitted with PV modules. 

The most obvious reason for the slow uptake of solar PV is cost. Generally, PV electricity costs three 
to five times more compared to electricity from conventional sources. A houseowner who wants to 
install a rooftop system with a capacity of 4kWp (kilowatt peak) can expect to fork out no less than 
RM60,000, based on current prices for PV modules and related accessories. A single kilowatt of 
installed capacity is around RM15,000, which is a lot cheaper than the figure of RM31,410 per kW in 
2005. The other side of the “expensive PV cost” coin is that consumers are not paying the real cost 
of electricity, given that tariffs are massively subsidised, both directly and indirectly (through cheap 
natural gas from Petronas), said Ahmad Hadri Haris, chief technical advisor to the Renewable Energy 
National Project Team, which comes under the Ministry of Energy, Green Technology and Water 
(Kettha). 

Power push 

The passing of the Renewable Energy Act 2010 and Sustainable Energy Development Authority Act 
2010 in April allows for the introduction of the FiT system. Once the Acts are gazetted – said to be 
next month – the Sustainable Energy Development Authority (SEDA) will be established to 
implement FiT, most likely by the third quarter of the year. The FiT scheme encourages adoption by 
bridging the cost gap between RE and fossil fuels. Its two most important features are that 
participants are guaranteed access to the grid (can export electricity at any time they wish) and the 
power distributors (mainly TNB in Peninsular Malaysia) will sign long-term contracts to buy the 
electricity produced at prices that are favourable to the producers. 

According to Kettha, on a cumulative basis, FiT can help Malaysia slash some 46 million tonnes of 
CO2 from the power generation sector by 2020 if the country manages to generate at least 
3,000MW from RE sources by then. If Malaysia can bump up its RE capacity to 7,000MW (a target for 
2030), it could theoretically save 166 million tonnes of CO2 from being produced. The current 
capacity of 62MW is already short of the target set for RE under the recently concluded Ninth 
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Malaysian Plan (2006-2010), where it was envisaged that there should be 350MW coming from RE 
last year, mainly through the Small Renewable Energy Programme that kicked off in 2001. 

 In spite of the massive shortfall, which has been acknowledged by the Government as due to “poor 
implementation”, it is aiming to hit 219MW of RE capacity this year, with PV to contribute 29MW. 
However, with little time left after the gazetting of the RE Act, it is certain that this year’s target for 
RE is not going to be met either. Hadri, who reports to Kettha, is optimistic that next year’s 
projections of 328MW will be met, given the interest shown by the market since the passing of the 
Act. 

Premium pricing 

 

Only RE schemes of 30MW and under qualify for the FiT scheme. The electrity will be sold to the 
utility at a fixed price for a specified duration. Solar power will command a greater price per kWh 
compared to those coming from other RE sources like biomass, landfill gas, biogas and mini hydro. 
As far as biomass burning is concerned, it is oil palm plantations that are best-placed to tap into FiT. 
The Penang Government is considering tapping landfill gas from its 33ha Sungai Burung landfill for 
electricity generation in about two years’ time (though it may not necessarily elect to embrace FiT). 
A company that is much closer to beneFiTing from FiT from landfill gas is Cypark Resources 
(crbenv.com), which is already capturing methane from the landfills under its management. 

FiT will enable homeowners to receive up to RM1.78 for each kWh they sell to TNB. Homes with 
installed capacity of up to 4 kWp will be paid RM1.23 per kWh, while those generating above 4kWp 
(capped at 24 kWp) will be paid RM1.20. “However, with the bonus criteria such as installation of 
solar PV in buildings or building structures (rather than stand-alone ground-mounted ones), they will 
be paid an additional 26 sen on top of the base payment,’’ said Hadri. PV modules that are 
integrated into the building facade or structure will also score bonus points, getting an additional 25 
sen. They will get another three sen if the PV modules are locally manufactured or assembled. 
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Industrial producers like Cypark can expect to be paid less under the pricing formula, which is 
skewed towards rewarding small-scale producers like individual homeowners. A (commercial) solar 
farm with capacity above 1MWp and up to 10MWp, will get 95 sen per kWh only (excluding bonus 
rates). Regardless of ownership, Malaysia’s FiT framework will guarantee all solar power producers 
an income for up to 21 years. “Under FiT, consumers producing 4kWp of electricity at home can earn 
more than RM700 (gross) a month, and it can function as a secondary income generator,” said Hadri. 
This is a welcome change compared to what homeowners are getting under the MBIPV project – 
they get no cash even if their electricity production exceeds their consumption. 

To date, around 100 houseowners have fitted PV modules in their homes, especially under the 
United Nations Development Programme-sanctioned MBIPV. At the end of last year, the total 
capacity installed was 1.51MWp, which includes 468kWp of grid-connected PV systems (mainly 
demonstration projects). 

Grid stability 

Managing the contribution of RE into the grid over the next few years is not expected to pose any 
special challenge to the peninsula national load dispatch centre (NLDC) managed by TNB, due to its 
current minuscule percentage in the overall equation. Furthermore, RE generators larger than 
30MW are subject to the Malaysian Grid Code, whereby they must inform NLDC in advance if they 
are unable to generate power for the next day or at other specified reporting timelines. 

On the other hand, RE generators smaller than 30MW are subject to the Malaysian Distribution 
Code, which manages the planning and operation of the distribution network. These codes are 
meant to ensure that NLDC, along with their counterparts in the regional control centres, are able to 
ensure sufficient and reliable supply to everyone. 

According to the Energy Commission, peak hour demand is still best met by hydropower and open-
cycle gas turbines as their output can be easily be scaled up (within seconds for the former, and 
30min for the latter) to match variations in the loadings placed upon the grid at different times of 
the day, unlike coal or nuclear plants which function best as base load stations (their outputs are not 
easily varied to match variations). The limitation for PV would be the amount of sunlight it gets, with 
practically no output during rain, or disrupted output on extremely overcast days. However, Hadri 
contended that it is unlikely that the whole of Peninsular Malaysia would get rain or face cloudy days 
at the same time. 

The big problem is finding the money to pay the premium for RE producers, and this is expected to 
take place within a context where a tariff adjustment is long overdue. For a start, there is supposed 
to be a 1% surcharge in the electricity tariff for the purpose of funding the growth in RE. “Without 
the 1%, FiT certainly cannot start as there would be no fund to pay for it,” said Hadri. However, 
going by the official statements from Kettha and other senior government officials, any tariff 
increase will still mainly be driven by rising fuel costs, and this has been communicated many times 
over the past few years. 

In spite of being off-target, project proponents argue that any achievements in RE still serve a noble 
cause, no matter how minuscule. As Hadri puts it: “Any start is still a good start.” Those wishing to fit 
solar PV modules can get more details from www.mbipv.net.my. 
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Greening with solar PV 

DR Tan Loke Mun’s aim for his new home in Petaling Jaya, Selangor, was simple: to achieve a 
Platinum rating, which is the highest accolade given under Malaysia’s new Green Building Index 
(GBI). “I am a strong believer in, and promoter of, green buildings and sustainable living, and wanted 
to try out solar photovoltaic (PV) as a renewable energy resource,’’ said the director of ArchiCentre 
Sdn Bhd who is also the immediate ex-president of the Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM). Most 
homes here require about 3 to 4kWp (kilowatt peak), but as Tan was gunning for the GBI Platinum 
rating, he had to ensure that his house produced more electricity than it used. “And so I went for a 
PV system that is rated at 5kWp, which I succeeded in bidding for during the last call for submissions 
under the Malaysian Building Integrated Photovoltaic (MBIPV),’’ said Tan, who also chairs the PAM 
Sustainability Committee, and is one of the few key persons driving the industry towards greater 
sustainability, especially through the GBI accreditation panel. 

Tan also went one step further by going for an integrated system, in which PV modules replace the 
metal roof sheets, rather than sit on top of the roofing sheets. His house eventually clinched the GBI 
Platinum rating (www.greenbuildingindex.org), which is the highest award for residential properties 
here. The PV system cost him about RM100,000, part of which was subsidised under the MBPIV 
project. Bragging rights aside, the monetary incentives under the feed-in tariff (FiT) mechanism is 
expected to draw more homes to consider putting up solar PV, especially the possibility of earning 
up to RM700 through a 4kWp PV array on the roof. 

“Yes, I do care about the payback period. FiT makes it a bit more economically sensible, and it is 
great for solar PV owners. However, it is still a form of subsidy-driven incentive, and time will tell 
whether such technology can be viable without such incentives.” However, Tan cautions those 
intending to purchase such systems to choose a competent contractor as the business of installing 
solar PV modules is a new one here. Incompetent contractors can lead to liabilities to the home 
owner as the solar modules might be blown off by strong winds, or may cause leaks to the existing 
roofing. 

Those in the know said that it is important to secure a workmanship warranty that offers to repair, 
replace or refund the purchase in case of defects, with warranty periods ranging from one to as long 
as 10 years, depending on the manufacturer. PV modules are designed to last for two to three 
decades, and are typically warrantied for at least 20 years on the power output factor. There should 
also be a workmanship warranty that offers to repair, replace or refund the purchase in case of 
defects, with the period ranging from one to 10 years, depending on the manufacturer. 

Not all buildings are suitable for solar PV, as the technology is intolerant of shading (even partially) 
from trees or other buildings. A good summary of the requirements and considerations can be found 
at www.bca.gov.sg/publications/others/ handbook_for_solar_pv_systems.pdf .Tan, however, is not 
finding any advantage in being a first-mover in this case. “I have had a terrible experience with the 
PV installation on my roof. The roof leaked during installation due to the workers not covering the 
roof properly during construction and my plaster ceiling was ruined. The latest incident was when 
four PV panels were lifted off the roof during a storm, causing a leak and ruining my plaster ceiling 
for the second time. 
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“I also have a lot of concern about the durability of such technologies. From what I have 
experienced, the assemblies and system may not last long enough to bring any real returns. If that is 
the case, then it’s just a fad – an expensive one, at that,’’ said Tan, who is nonetheless sticking on 
with his journey of learning, and will share his experience with others over time. To prevent others 
from sharing his fate, Tan is currently advocating more regulations and enforcement by qualified 
professionals to ensure that any PV and other green technologies are designed and constructed in a 
safe manner. 

“There is a general lack of regulations in this critical area. It would be sad for the green movement if 
the same scenario as what happened in Australia with the government’s incentive scheme for roof 
insulation ended up with an overnight mushrooming of unqualified green roof contractors, resulting 
in some deaths through electrocution and other damage,” he added. 

Supplement for TNB 

Like other developed countries, Malaysia sees the need to move away from heavy reliance on fossil 
fuels to generate electricity, which at the moment stands at 85%, when one combines the 
contribution from gas, coal, distillate, fuel oil, and diesel. Peninsular Malaysia relies heavily on gas, 
with 65% of electricity generation coming from that source, followed by coal at 29% and hydro, 6%. 

The use of renewable energy (RE) is expected to cut down the use of fossil fuels and hence, a 
nation’s carbon footprint. The contribution from grid-connected RE to the generation mix at the 
moment is practically negligible. Of the 21,817MW of total installed capacity in Peninsula Malaysia 
(as of March), only 62.8MW – barely 0.3% – come from RE sources. Our RE make-up consist of: grid-
connected biomass (40MW), biogas (3.7MW), mini hydro (12.5MW), solid waste (5MW) and solar PV 
(1.6MW). 

TNB is currently obsessed with ensuring that supply can cope with projected demands in Peninsular 
Malaysia; hence the current generation reserve margin of 31% (March). The utility projects that 
electricity demand in the peninsula will grow at 3% to 5% annually from now until 2020, when peak 
demand is forecast at 20,669MW. It foresees that the reserve margin will drop to 20% by 2015 if no 
new supply comes online soon after that (no new power plants are scheduled to be online for the 
next four years). 

According to TNB, renewable energy cannot meet the growing requirement on base loading (or the 
minimum amount of electricity that needs to be supplied at any given time). “Relying on RE alone is 
impossible as RE is done on a small scale, and thus can only supplement the supply,’’ said the utility 
which pointed out that typical PV stations have capacities ranging from 10MW to 60MW, versus the 
1,000MW capacity that can be easily met by a single coal or nuclear plant. “This huge disparity 
makes RE unsuitable in providing base load requirements. Another weakness of relying on RE alone 
is that solar (and wind) power is subject to intermittency.” 

Lastly, RE, especially PV, requires a large footprint if a meaningful level of supply is required. 
“Besides being highly capital intensive, another major drawback of solar is the requirement for vast 
areas to produce reasonable amounts of electricity. The area needed by solar PV to provide 
1,000MW of energy for a year starts in the region of 100sqkm (nearly half of Kuala Lumpur city). 
Development of RE should continue and hopefully with future technology advancement, more 
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contributions from RE could be expected. However, this advancement might not be available in the 
near future, so Malaysia has to look at other options.” 

Likewise, the Ministry of Science, Techno-logy and Innovation (Mosti) cautions Malay-sians to not be 
over-exuberant about the role of RE in reducing CO2 emissions. “The others (aside from hydro and 
solar PV) are currently quite unsuitable for meeting the demand for continuous, reliable electricity 
supply on a large scale. The infrastructure cost can be prohibitive, although this can be reduced as 
better technologies are developed,’’ it said in a letter to The Star in April. 

The ministry has supported RE development to the tune of RM154mil in research grants to 
universities, public research institutions and companies but there is still a long way to go before 
home-grown technology can become commercially viable. 

“Today, commercially available RE technology is still expensive. In essence, we need a plan to create 
our low-carbon future based on quantitative data. Surely, this requires a balance of the energy mix, 
be it wind, solar, biomass, waste, hydro, geothermal, nuclear or even clean coal.” 

Echoing TNB’s sentiments, Mosti said that RE cannot be the mainstay for Malaysia’s electricity 
supply, despite its promises. “RE can only supplement the total energy mix, though the percentage 
of its contribution can be expected to increase over time. Although technologies have improved, 
harnessing RE to meet demand, especially for electricity supply, is still a challenge as their supply is 
variable, intermittent and diffused by nature. This is a massive challenge, given that electricity 
cannot be stored on any large scale,” it added. - Stories by Meng Yew Choong 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Travel/Malaysia/2011/05/30/Power-up-cleanly/ 
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Healthier homes 

BY NATALIE HENG 

A new green building rating tool encourages developers to build sustainable townships. Poorly 
designed houses have left us largely reliant on air-conditioning systems to keep cool, while bad 
planning and inadequate road systems sacrifice green spaces and create a crippling reliance on fuel-
guzzling cars. 

Now, imagine this: 

You’re lying on your couch in the living room, reading under natural light streaming in from the 
skylight above. A gentle breeze blowing through the windows and doors keeps the room cool. When 
you decide it’s time to pop to the shops for a treat of ice cream, your seven-year-old son shouts 
“Yes!” and jumps onto his bicycle. You grab the other little one, put her in the pram and step 
outside. Trees shade the bicycle lane as you and the kids head for the shops. A bus passes by and 
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pulls up, and your husband alights from it. Having just gotten back from work, he decides to go along 
for ice cream. After all, the shops are but a leisurely five minutes’ walk away. 

 

That is Serina Hijjas’ response to why people should start considering buying properties located in 
sustainably designed townships. An architect and member of the Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia 
(PAM) sustainability committee, she is also a member of the Green Building Index (GBI) accreditation 
panel and has been intimately involved in the drafting of the recently launched GBI for townships. 
Just like the GBI for commercial and residential buildings, the new certification tool is based on a 
voluntary system that allows township developers to gain either Basic, Silver, Gold or Platinum 
Standard certification according to the fulfilment of various criteria. 

To obtain the certification, buildings are judged on six categories: climate; energy and water; ecology 
and environment; community planning and design; transportation and connectivity; building and 
resources; and business innovation. The more points scored, the more “sustainable” your township 
is, and the higher the level of certification you can obtain. The idea for a tool to certify whether a 
township is sustainable or not came up partly in response to the Malaysian trend of developing 
“Bandar Baru”, or new townships. “The GBI Township Tool deals with infrastructure, planning issues, 
proximities,” says Serina. “True sustainability is when you can get the living and working 
environment within the same proximity.” 

Indeed, as one town planner, Khairiah Talha – council member of the Malaysian Institute of Planners 
– will testify, ever since the formulation of town planning principles by Ebenezer Howard in the early 
1800s, the basic goal has always been to balance the human environment with the natural 
environment. “Human economics and physical needs, for example work opportunities, investments, 
production, as well as housing, roads, transportation and facilities, all need to be balanced with the 
careful usage and preservation of natural resources such as forest reserves, natural waterways and 
topography. 

“The GBI Township Tool and the framework it lays out represents a good start towards communities 
realising the importance of their built environment ... not just about the design and green spaces but 
also other pertinent related matters such as the economic aspects, transportation linkages, ecology. 
There are many aspects to a livable environment and livable cities.” It is precisely the aspects that 
contribute to an eco-friendly environment as well as a better quality of life that the GBI is trying to 
nurture within the local property development industry. Ultimately, the goal is to stimulate a 
movement towards prioritising green developments among town planners and developers. 
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Demand-driven 

There are a number of reasons why there are so few sustainable townships around. One is 
homebuyers’ lack of awareness regarding the concepts behind sustainable townships and the 
benefits of green buildings. Another is that many architects and engineers lack the knowledge and 
expertise to create green buildings. And this is an issue with many town planners – the people in 
charge of issuing planning approvals. 

 

Demand is crucial for developers to see any sense in forking out extra effort and funds for the 
additional expenditures involved in researching, designing and building green townships, according 
to GBI chairman Boon Chee Wee. “Developers now do a TIA (traffic impact assessment) but green 
transport means taking it a bit further, for example, no house should be further than 500m from a 
bus stop or transport link. Therefore, additional research will be needed to develop a green 
transport masterplan. You might need to hire a consultant for this unless you have trained in-house 
staff. 

“It will also require you to go to the various municipalities to discuss public transport connections to 
your development to ensure that it is convenient for those who choose to avoid relying solely on 
cars to get around.” The higher the effort however, the more points you are rewarded with, and 
with the certification tool developers can advertise their efforts with the appropriate badge of 
honour. “The green transport masterplan is worth 14 points for transport and connectivity because 
it deals with the important issues of linkages within and externally.” 

Boon acknowledges that the additional research and expertise required to ensure your township is 
sustainably built will represent the bulk of the extra cost for developers, so the assessment fees to 
gain certification has been made affordable. For example a small project of 8ha to 16ha will cost 
about RM15,000 while a mega project of over 140ha will cost RM70,000. “It really is not a large 
quantum in terms of acreage, especially considering the amount of time and effort our volunteers 
on the GBI panel have put into creating this tool,” he says. 
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Boosting green homes 

 

The GBI Township Tool presents a fresh new multi-pronged approach to the lack of green designs 
within the Malaysian property industry. Firstly, it deals with the lack of enthusiasm by developers. By 
providing varying grades of certification, a monetary value is attached to going green. Being able to 
market your certified product as something of added value to the customer will mean green 
advocates can finally share some common ground with hard-nosed capitalists. 

Second, putting a monetary value on green design provides an incentive for developers (who have 
the advertising budget) to engage in a mass education campaign for the public. As Serina and Boon 
put it – communication is key. People need to be aware of how passive building designs and better 
public transportation links not only contribute towards the global effort to fight global warming but 
also have the potential to save them money in terms of energy and fuel bills. And with sustainable 
townships, people can benefit from the opportunity to invest in eco-friendly developments, which 
provide for a better quality of life. The concept of certificates for green buildings has detractors, 
however. 

Some say the criteria for obtaining certification is too minimal for the buildings to be truly green 
whilst others say we do not need a certificate because developers should be made to incorporate 
green features in their developments anyway. “A lot of people will point out that all these things 
(green features) have already been included in a whole range of rules and guidelines through the 
local authorities and various governmental departments,” says Boon. 

“So previously, you had the developers trying to subscribe to requirements set by somebody else. 
This is a top down approach. What the GBI is trying to do is set up a bottom up approach for 
sustainable townships, so developers can take hold of the situation in the sense of ‘this is what I 
aspire to achieve on my own accord, voluntarily’.” The distinction, Boon says, is very important 
because for the GBI to be sustainable, you have to build genuine interest and commitment from the 
key players involved. The point seems to be that if something is done just to comply with 
regulations, there will surely be the temptation to cut corners or only aim for the bare minimum. 
With regards to the “minimum” criteria, both Boon and Serina agree that we have to start 
somewhere and it is one way to get non-believers onboard. 
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Ensuring expertise 

The GBI team is covering all the other bases as well. They are addressing capacity issues by nurturing 
new cohorts of professionals trained in green design. The intention, says Boon, is to train up an 
entire generation of green professionals. Of the 1,880 participants who took part in the green 
building facilitator course run by the Malaysian Green Building Confederate (MGBC), 409 opted to 
become registered green building facilitators (who can be hired by developers). Many who attended 
the course have been sent by their respective engineering and architectural firms to get a holistic 
view on what it means to design a green building. “It shows a commitment to build up in house 
capacities in this area,” Boon says. 

The MGBC is also running workshops with local universities to see how green principles can be 
incorporated into the curricula of budding young architects, engineers and town planners. In 
addition to this, there are workshops with local governments. Serina says the GBI tool provides a 
framework for the creation of sustainable townships which governmental agencies can reference in 
their policy making. One of the challenges to both developers and town planners is that, though 
there are plenty of guidelines in existence, they all come under different departments. “We have 
tried to incorporate all existing requirements, guidelines and frameworks as they have never been 
collated into one system,” says Serina. In other words, it is all about providing more structure to the 
system and mainstreaming green principles. It seems to be working. 

The Petaling Jaya Municipal Council in Selangor, for example, now requires all new developments to 
at least have the basic standards spelt out in the GBI certification for individual buildings. It has 
further made it compulsory for new commercial and residential developments (those seeking near 
maximum allowable densities) to submit for the GBI Gold Standard rating. As for making use of the 
GBI Township Tool, the council is now vetting the framework. Petaling Jaya councillor and lawyer 
Derek Fernandez believes attaining certification should be made mandatory. 

Only for the affluent? 

There is a price tag attached to green homes, however; they are mostly upmarket properties. “The 
medium income and poor sections of the community will end up with less attractive places to live in, 
with less green and recreational spaces. The result is the marginalisation of communities,” says 
Khairiah. She points out that market forces are not entirely to blame for such situations; the 
authorities who approve such schemes despite the many planning guidelines are equally 
responsible. Real Estate and Housing Developers’ Association president Datuk Michael Yam says 
consumers need to understand and be receptive to the idea of paying more up front in exchange for 
lower operating costs in the future. 

“Generally, developers are ready to go green but it is the purchasers who may not be ready to invest 
in such features due to affordability or lack of awareness,” he says. “At the end of the day, 
developers have to be sensitive to market forces which influence how the property is designed and 
developed.” Boon, however, believes that consumer worries about a premium being placed on 
green developments should be short-lived as currently, the additional costs to the developer have a 
lot to do with current market prices for certain materials and having to commission extra research 
which is costly if you do not have trained in-house staff. “Building green townships may not 
necessarily cost a lot more. Most of it can be achieved through sensible designs and we need to 
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remember that not all buildings need to be Gold or Platinum certified. You can start from the basic 
principles, for example, building orientation, shading, positioning of openings and having a glass 
ratio of 30% instead of 50% for your building ... all these are passive designs which will not cost 
anything extra.” Boon also points to a mismatch between supply and demand for green building 
materials in Malaysia, which pushes up prices. 

“I think at the end of the day it’s an important business strategy. If you believe that eventually it will 
become the norm to have green buildings then if you are not green, you will basically be left out in 
terms of business. Those people who have the foresight will go down this direction.” Aside from all 
that, one of the key intentions of the GBI Township Tool is to protect consumers against greenwash. 
Previously with no certification system, there was nothing to stop developers from pasting all kinds 
of green claims to their development even when it turns out to be nothing but nice landscaping. 

Better living 

The GBI Township Tool has garnered a healthy level of interest among developers, drawing in five 
projects to participate in the scheme. They are: Elmina East in Bukit Jelutong, Selangor, by Sime 
Darby Property Berhad; Ken Rimba in Shah Alam, Selangor, by Ken Holding Berhad; Boga Valley in 
Bentong, Pahang, by Boga Valley Corp; Karambunai Integrated Resort City in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, 
by Karambunai Resort Sdn Bhd; and TTDI Alam Impian in Shah Alam, Selangor, by TTDI Land Sdn Bhd. 

 

Elmina East 

Key features: 

> Ecological: Incorporates existing natural elements by use of green connectors, minimal earthwork 
and landscaping. 

> Neighbourhood: Pedestrian networks with not more than five minutes’ walking distance between 
neighbourhood centres in order to promote a healthy lifestyle and discourage driving. 

> Green travel: Integration of bus as well as walking and cycling routes. 
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> Open spaces: Plazas, civic squares, waterfront, greenways and parks to draw people together for 
social interaction. 

> Green buildings: Houses will have rainwater harvesting and solar water heating systems, as well as 
passive design features such as large openings for light and ventilation. 

> Connectivity outside of township: This will be through the Guthrie Corridor Expressway and the 
new MRT line in Sungai Buloh. 

 

 

TTDI Alam Impian 

Key features: 

> Connectivity: Connectivity between user spaces to reduce dependency on motorised 
transportation. 

> User-oriented: There are ample communal landscaped parks, pedestrian linkages and amenities 
within easy reach. 

> Green buildings: Building designs to ensure decreased consumption of natural resources. 

> Activity points: An array of communal facilities including clubhouse, community hall, educational 
facilities, landscaped open spaces and security features. 

> Connectivity outside of township: The LKAS (Kemuning-Shah Alam Highway) and KESAS (Shah Alam 
Expressway) link the township up with the rest of Selangor. - Stories by Natalie Heng 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Travel/Malaysia/2011/05/10/Healthier-homes/ 
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Building renewal 

BY CHIN MUI YOON 
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Following the launch of a rating system for new buildings last May, Malaysia’s Green Building Index 
now focuses on a bigger challenge of reducing the carbon footprints of existing buildings. THINKING 
of renovating your building? How about upgrading it to become environmentally friendly? By retro-
fitting an old building to become a certified “green” building, its value is enhanced; it draws 
investors, and offers a better environment for its inhabitants. 

The Green Building Index (GBI) for Non-Residential Existing Buildings (NREB) rating system launched 
last Monday will give old buildings a new lease of life. “Green retro-fitting or retro-greening can 
transform existing buildings, giving them a new lifespan and fresh appeal,” explains Boon Che Wee, 
the GBI Accreditation Panel chairman and current Malaysian Institute of Architects president. 

“The benefits to be reaped are immense. There will be a healthier indoor environment, increased 
productivity, and lower operational and maintenance costs, which will all lead to better appreciation 
in rental and asset value. “Coupled with tax incentives offered by the Government under the 10th 
Malaysian Plan, retro-greening will be the new stimulus of our green economy.” The new rating tool 
for the NREB is an essential guide for property owners to recondition existing buildings to meet 
environmental standards, Boon adds. 

The GBI, which was launched in May last year for new commercial buildings, sees a bigger challenge 
in getting existing buildings to become environmentally friendly, as they form some 85% of all office 
space in the country. Elsewhere around the world, countries have already embarked on initiatives to 
convert their existing buildings into green buildings. Singapore is targeting for 80% of all new and 
existing buildings to achieve its Building Construction Authority Green Mark Certified rating by 2030. 
Its government has also allocated S$100mil (RM233mil) for an incentive scheme for existing 
buildings, and is organising a Green Sparks Competition 2010 to harness new ideas for this purpose. 
Thailand and Indonesia, too, are currently preparing their own national green rating systems. 

While the benefits of transforming existing buildings are evident for owners and tenants, a more 
pressing issue lies in the fact that buildings guzzle resources – consuming up to 40% of energy and 
12% of water. And at least 50% of a building’s energy needs are for cooling its interiors through air-
conditioning systems. So it makes sense to ensure that a building is wired to utilise its energy 
efficiently. “The building industry is one of the biggest culprits of carbon dioxide emissions, and the 
Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change has identified buildings as being responsible for one-
third of energy-related greenhouse gases,” says Von Kok Leong, the Malaysian Green Building 
Council president and member of the GBI Accreditation Panel. 

“A structure built before 1980 requires an average of 300kWh per sqm of energy annually, whereas 
a modern structure built in compliance to energy efficient guidelines utilises around 90kWh per sqm. 
The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) has estimated that over 70% of an average 
city’s greenhouse gas emissions come from existing and old buildings.” 

New tools 

The GBI certification scheme for existing buildings still covers the six core criteria that is used for 
new structures – energy efficiency, indoor environment quality, sustainable site planning and 
management, material and resources, water efficiency, and innovation, with some differences in 
emphasis. Points are also given for a building which demonstrates energy savings over the last three 
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years. “It’s imperative that a building’s energy is optimised intelligently,” explains engineer Chen 
Thiam Leong, also on the GBI Accreditation Panel. “We have all entered buildings that are so chilly 
we practically need winter coats, while some corners by the windows suffer such intense glare, 
you’d find umbrellas shielding the unfortunate occupants. All these spaces seriously need to be re-
commissioned. Every time you walk into an overly cold or warm room, the building is throwing 
energy away.” And green retro-fitting does not have to contribute significantly to renovation costs, 
says Chen. 

“Many buildings have reached their 30-year lifecycle. These buildings are very old and when they are 
being renovated, you may as well incorporate green features into them. “A majority of old buildings 
were not designed to cater for our present or future needs and neither are they sustainable. For 
example, in the 1980s, there wasn’t such a need for electricity to power personal computers.” The 
new GBI scheme is not just for offices. It is also applicable to buildings like warehouses and heritage 
buildings. Adds Von: “Sustainable buildings are not just energy-efficient, they form part of a city’s 
positive infrastructure, and contribute positively to the community and environment. It’s time we 
started giving new life to our old buildings.” For information, visit greenbuildingindex.org. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Lifestyle/Features/2010/05/04/Building-renewal/ 
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Paint Penang green 

IT takes a lot more than having Earth Hour one day a year to save our planet. It needs persistent 
effort from all quarters to turn back the tide of environmental damage. Modernisation has exacted a 
cost to the environment. Climate change, rising sea levels, dirty water and increasing costs of energy 
and transport are just some of the byproducts of our quest to progress. What would the world be 
like in 2050, which is a mere generation away? 

Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM), Green Building Index (GBI) and Malaysian Green Build-ing 
Confederation (MGBC) are holding a com----petition to find drawings that best illustrate the visions 
for a greener Penang. The objective of the Penang 2050 Green Drawing Competition is to seek the 
best drawings, sketches, illustrations or any other form of presentation on paper that best describes 
how a greener Penang will look like in the year 2050. 

Submissions (in colour, monochrome or in black and white) must address at least one or more of 
these topics: green buildings; sustainable cities; renewable energies; bio--diversity; natural and 
heritage conservation; clean water and resources; efficient transportation; and preservation of the 
environment. The competition is open to Malaysians of all ages and students are encouraged to take 
part. The submissions must be original and have not been previously published or used. They can be 
in any medium on unmounted white A4- or A3-sized paper in either portrait or landscape format. All 
entries must be submitted with a supporting written rationale (maximum 50 words) to describe the 
illustration. 
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The judging jury will comprise five members – the PAM president, a Penang State Government 
representative, a member of the GBI Accreditation Panel, the MGBC president and a representative 
of the supporting media. There will a top cash prize of RM2,000 and up to 10 consolation prizes of 
RM500 each. All entries (in a sealed envelope) must be received by 5.30pm on May 11. For more 
information, go to www.greenbuildingindex.org or contact the following: 

> Greenbuildingindex Sdn Bhd, 4&6 Jalan Tangsi, 50480 Kuala Lumpur (tel: 03-2693 4182 / fax: 03-
2692 8782 / e-mail: info@greenbuildingindex.org) 

> Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) Northern Chapter, 3, Amoy Lane, 10050 Penang (tel/fax: 04-
227 2207 / e-mail: pam@streamyx.com). 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Lifestyle/Features/2010/04/13/Paint-Penang-green/ 

 

Published: Saturday December 7, 2013 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Saturday December 7, 2013 MYT 2:49:18 PM 

Hospitality going green 

BY ZORA CHAN 

 

Cool launch: Johari at the earth-breaking ceremony at BCCK on Thursday night. Third from left is 
UCSI University chancellor Tan Sri Dr Abdul Rahman Arshad. — ZULAZHAR SHEBLEE / The Star 

KUCHING: The UCSI Group is expanding its operations in Sarawak with the launch of its new eco 
hotel on the banks of the Isthmus confluence. As the second hotel under the UCSI brand, the 
establishment will enhance the group’s presence in the state apart from its involvement in the 
higher education industry in the last 16 years. Sitting on over 2.5 acres (about 1ha) of land, the 15-
storey three-star hotel will be a Green Building Index (GBI) certified structure and scheduled for 
completion in two years at the cost of between RM120mil and RM150mil. 
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Tourism Minister Datuk Amar Abang Johari Tun Openg represented Chief Minister Tan Sri Abdul Taib 
Mahmud at the earth-breaking ceremony at Borneo Convention Centre Kuching here, Thursday 
night. In Taib’s speech, he commended UCSI Group for bringing the right development and skills to 
Sarawak, particularly in the tourism and hospitality sector. “It also displays the confidence that the 
brand has in Sarawak. “Since 2009, Sarawak experienced almost 50% growth in hotel rooms and this 
has become a significant revenue to the state,” he said. He said the new hotel was timely with the 
rapid development in Sarawak and it would have a major impact on the state’s economy. 

As such, he added that more and more hotels would be needed as the state continued to develop 
and be promoted as a preferred destination to travellers worldwide by Sarawak Tourism Board and 
Tourism Malaysia. Between January and September this year, Sarawak received 3.18 million visitors, 
which was an increase of 6% from the same period last year. Taib said 61% of the arrivals comprised 
international visitors while the rest were domestic. 

Meanwhile, UCSI University chancellor Tan Sri Dr Abdul Rahman Arshad said the hotel would also 
provide a training place for its hospitality and tourism management students, and other relevant 
courses. “We hope to upgrade the hotel to become a five-star establishment in the years to come,” 
he added. The UCSI Hotel Kuching is designed by Wilson Chang Jih Ren, a highly-acclaimed architect 
in the city. The hotel will be constructed using 90% Malaysian-made building materials and it is 
expected to contribute immensely to UCSI Group’s hotel operations upon completion. 

 

Among others, it will have 168 state-of-the-art rooms. The hotel’s artistic external fins will minimise 
solar gain while its cavernous lobby will utilise river water to lower temperature by 2°C on any given 
day. This would decrease the dependency on air-conditioning at the hotel, while an efficient rain 
water harvesting system would reduce the usage of treated water. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/2013/12/07/Hospitality-going-green-UCSI-better-
known-for-education-setting-up-eco-hotel-to-enhance-presence/ 
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MRCB strives to be environs friendly 

Saturday, 16 November 2013 

By: WONG WEI-SHEN 

 

Imran with a model of the Platinum Sentral project that has won the pr estigious “Best Sustainable 
Development” award from FIABCI Malaysia Property 2013 

AS the public become more environmentally-conscious, property developers are also moving with 
the times to build more sustainable buildings and implement green features that will help conserve 
the enviroment. Malaysian Resources Corp Bhd (MRCB) is one such developer. It aims to provide 
buildings that meet the energy and operational requirements in the longer term. “We need to 
provide something that is forward looking enough so we can meet people’s requirements within the 
next 20 years or so. “There is no point designing something that will not be relevant in the long 
haul,” said chief operating officer Imran Salim. 

Fresh off from winning the prestigious “Best Sustainable Development” award from FIABCI Malaysia 
Property 2013 for its Platinum Sentral project, which is the third award the project has won, MRCB 
talks to StarBizWeek about its journey in taking on more sustainable and environmentally-friendly 
developments. Imran says the recognition that comes from winning such awards signals that the 
company is on the right track. “These awards have been meaningful to us to continue improving our 
development style. It gives us the motivation to provide development as a service,” he says. 

Platinum Sentral, located in MRCB’s flagship KL Sentral development, comprises five low-rise campus 
style offices and retail space. Imran notes that some 99% of the building has already been occupied. 
The building, which was completed in March last year, has a gross floor area of 980,000 sq ft and a 
net lettable office space of 445,000 sq ft. The project also won The Edge – PAM Green Excellence 
Award 2012, as well as “Best Green Office Development” and “Best Green Initiative” from the 
Editors Choice Property Awards 2012. Notably, it is the first commercial development in Malaysia to 
be awarded a platinum Singapore Green Mark rating. 
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But Platinum Sentral is just one among the few green developments undertaken by MRCB. Within 
the KL Sentral central business district alone, its other green developments include Menara Shell, 
Ascott Sentral, Menara CIMB, Q Sentral and The Sentral Residences. In terms of future 
developments, he adds that the company strives to achieve at least the minimum standard of 
certification. Depending on the building and its requirements, Imran says MRCB could apply for two 
standards at a time such as the Malaysia’s Green Building Index (GBI); or even international 
standards such as Leadership in Energy and Environment Design (LEED) certification or Building and 
Construction Authority (BCA) Green Mark of Singapore, among others. 

Challenges 

As businesses strive to be friendlier to the environment, Imran says that as a developer, the biggest 
challenge generally lies in the design of developments, in terms of achieving certain requirements 
and standards of green buildings. “The challenge is in how we design our developments to be 
efficient and effective. It is basically the technologies that come to play into how the building can be 
more efficient. It is just how we are going to design the building to meet certain criteria and 
requirements to achieve that kind of standard and quality,” he says. This includes technologies on 
electricity consumption, and also bringing in natural daylight to reduce artificial lighting effects, 
among others. He adds that while green buildings do well for the external environment, it also 
benefits people inside the building. 

“The idea is that people working there are comfortable and they mentally accept of the 
environment. You feel a lot healthier being in that environment. And the environment pays a big 
role in productivity, which is why tenants invest in such buildings” he says. With Platinum Sentral in 
particular, MRCB tried to “green” as much areas as possible. “By having a certain amount of 
vegetation within the development, which creates oxygen, it contributes to the general well being of 
a person,” he says. Within the building, there are also water features, which generally cools down 
the temperatures in the surrounding areas. Also, the effect of water flow acts as a good mental 
stimulator for people, Imran says. 

“Fortunately our tenants want this kind of spaces for their staff, so they are investing for workforce 
to have a much healthier space to work in,” he says. Basically, the company tries to include features 
that will make any person feel good about being in that building. “That’s the fundamental thought 
process we have,” he says. MRCB will implement the same fundamental principles in its other 
buildings. 

Using local products 

In terms of raw materials that MRCB use to develop its buildings, about 70% to 80% are locally 
produced. Not all materials can be locally produced, especially mechanical and electrical items. “An 
example would be highly-efficient lifts that are mass produced in Japan or Europe,” he says. 
However, the company locally procures raw materials such as stone, tiles, glass and steel. “There are 
enough industries here to support that,” he says. Using local products is also one of the green 
requirements. “By using local products, we can reduce our carbon rating in terms of shipping and 
logistics,” he says. Also, the use of local products supports the relevant industries in Malaysia. 
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“Simple things like LED lightings, our local manufacturers are quite good in what they produce. 
Although not as cheap as importing from China or Vietnam, our local quality is good,” he says. MRCB 
has also made it a key initiative to work with SME Corp to support more usage of local products. 

Future direction 

MRCB’s property arm will be its main income driver in the coming years, highlights Imran. While the 
shift from construction to property development has been ongoing for the past three to four years, 
MRCB is serious in becoming a main contender in the property industry. To bring its property arm to 
the next level, Imran says the company will focus on the best and most feasible projects, which are 
transport-oriented developments. MRCB will focus its developments in key transportation hubs such 
as KL Sentral, PJ Sentral and Penang Sentral. He says MRCB will continue launching projects in the 
near future. 

“We are going to be focused and cherry pick on projects that we will be able to sell effectively. 
Hopefully by the first or second quarter there’ll be more announcements from MRCB. “Our direction 
and strategy is to run three different products at any given time,” he says 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2013/11/16/MRCB-strives-to-be-environs-
friendly-Its-to-provide-buildings-that-meet-energy-and-operational-requ/?style=biz 
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