
Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  1 

Green Technology Part 1 (2014): 

New Straits Times: 

Naza TTDI adopts initiatives to ensure quality  

17 OCTOBER 2014 @ 12:20 AM  

OFFERING quality and affordable homes to purchasers is essential in today’s dynamic market. More 
developers are looking at innovative ways to sell their products, especially during a financial 
meltdown. Naza TTDI Sdn Bhd, the property development arm of the Naza group, is among key 
developers in Malaysia that focus strongly on quality, safety, innovation, workmanship and value. In 
ensuring the delivery of quality products and its construction process, the company has adopted the 
Quality Assessment System for Building Construction Works (QLASSIC). “We adopt construction 
quality initiatives from CIDB such as Green Card and QLASSIC, which complies with other national 
and international health, safety and environment (HSE) and green initiatives such as Green Building 
Index (GBI) and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) to enhancing quality 
standard,” said Naza TTDI head of quality assurance Punithan Vathanan Govinda Raju. He said Naza 
TTDI hires contractors with QLASSIC certification and training for its projects. “This is to ensure the 
highest quality and safety standards are met during construction, so, the finished product is 
complete.  

The QLASSIC principle is to encourage contractors to ‘Do Things Right the First Time and Every Time’. 
We have several quality checks on projects to ensure they are developed according to the required 
standards. “For instance, we insist on good contractors for excellent plastering and flooring- tiling 
workmanship,” Punithan said. Among Naza TTDI’s developments that have been assessed using 
QLASSIC are Menara Felda and Tabung Haji Tower of Platinum Park KL, TTDI Grove in Kajang, as well 
as TTDI Alam Impian in Seksyen 35 and TTDI Adina in Seksyen 13, Shah Alam. According to Punithan, 
Naza TTDI’s quality assurance department reports directly to its top management as an independent 
department, separated from the project management’s team, to ensure that quality issues and 
updates are informed to top management and to fast-track decision-making.  

For property buyers, he said, personalised hand-over kits or manuals, with floor plans and fitting 
information, and personalised briefings are provided during the handing-over of keys. Meeting and 
maintaining quality standards do not come easy. As a developer, one will have to face limited supply 
of skilled and experience workforce and contractors. “It is important to determine the workmanship 
and finishing of every product that we develop. Skilled workforce will ensure approved architecture 
drawings meet the development and hand-over manual specifications,” he said. He added that 
ensuring durability of mechanical and electrical fittings, for example, are also some of the common 
challenges faced by developers.  

Naza TTDI is in the midst of planning a memorandum of understanding with CIDB next year for an 
overall adoption of QLASSIC, SHASSIC and training. Punithan said to support the development of 
skilled workers and quality local talent, Naza TTDI is participating in the Teraju-CIBD Construction 
Fellow Program, where 25 selected talents have undergone a 10-month job training programme. 
“This is a positive and sustainable initiative that will boost the industry as a whole.” In meeting high 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  2 

standards, Naza TTDI also includes the awareness on quality assurance, QLASSIC and HSE in its New 
Employees Induction Program for new employees, he added. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/naza-ttdi-adopts-initiatives-ensure-quality 

 

 

Unlocking new markets  

BY SHAREN - 19 SEPTEMBER 2014 @ 1:00 AM  

THERE is huge potential for the local real estate market for new homes to be expanded if developers 
focus on design quality. However, delivering design quality homes is challenging as proper solutions 
would need to be implemented in order to win buyers. The other challenge is to meet the growing 
concerns among potential buyers that design standards may deteriorate as developers struggle to 
minimise costs against the current economic backdrop. Developers know that the homes they build 
must be environmentfriendly and sustainable, and both desirable and enjoyable to work, play and 
live in. People are willing to pay for a good home no matter what the economic situation is as they 
want to upgrade their living conditions. The successful design of a good quality and sustainable 
housing project depends on the balance struck between a range of factors that includes accessibility, 
security, safety, privacy, availability of public infrastructure, amenities and adequate space for a 
park. The needs and expectations of residents are also fundamentally important.  

The typical family dwelling will be required to meet the needs of young children, adults and senior 
citizens where the basic necessities are built in to help them in their daily lives. The achievement of a 
successful outcome presents a significant architectural challenge and the success of a housing 
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project depends on the quality of planning, design and workmanship, and how these are followed 
through during construction. A good developer will pay close attention to what buyers or residents 
want, take their views into consideration and make the appropriate changes to its product line. In 
other words, developers should avoid designing houses that people don’t want to live in! The way a 
developer delivers good design and high quality homes would also depend, among others, on who 
the project architects and builders are. The trend these days is also to build homes optimising 
energy-efficient features as more people recognise the importance of going green.  

They want to save energy and money. They also want their homes to be comfortable and durable. 
Having said that, the planning process by a developer for a housing project should consider a 
renewable energy system that can provide electricity, water heating, or space heating and cooling. 
In Malaysia, there is an increased awareness of the need to reduce energy consumption and lower 
greenhouse gas emissions through energy-efficient house designs. Energy use in the home is a 
significant contributor to the overall energy consumption and to greenhouse gases, especially since 
more houses today are equipped with airconditioning, and some form of lighting that use up a lot of 
energy. Not only is this impacting the overall energy consumption, there is pressure on electricity 
generation infrastructure, especially during peak periods.  

Designing and building an energyefficient house has the potential to substantially reduce the 
amount of energy consumed in space cooling. There are several local property developers that 
practise building energy-efficient house designs. Take Naza TTDI Sdn Bhd for instance, which builds 
houses and develops integrated projects with lifestyle options and energy- efficient mechanisms. For 
Naza TTDI, energy efficiency simply means improving energy consumption by optimising building 
orientation, minimising solar heat gain through harvesting natural lighting, adopting the best 
practices in building services including use of renewable energy, and ensuring proper testing, 
commissioning and regular maintenance. According to Naza TTDI deputy executive chairman and 
group managing director SM Faliq SM Nasimuddin, the company does focus on environment quality 
and sustainable site planning and management in providing value added proposition. “Wh a t th is 
means is that we select appropriate sites with planned access to public transpor tat ion, community 
services, open spaces and landscaping. We also try, either to avoid or conserve, environmentally 
sensitive areas through the redevelopment of existing sites and brownfields.  

We implement proper construction management and storm water management, as well as reduce 
the strain on existing infrastructure capacity,” SM Faliq told Property Times. Naza TTDI also 
promotes the use of environment-friendly materials sourced from sustainable sources and recycling. 
The company has a proper construction waste management system with storage, collection and re-
use of recyclables and construction formwork and waste. Rainwater harvesting, water recycling and 
water-saving fittings are other features established in some of its key developments, SM Faliq said. 
“Achieving points in these targeted areas will mean that the building will likely be more 
environment-friendly than those that do not address the issues. Under the Green Building Index 
overassessment framework, points will be awarded for achieving and incorporating environment-
friendly features which are above current industry practice.  

I am proud to say that Naza TTDI has won many awards over the past several years to represent 
what we have been doing, and continue to do,” SM Faliq said. From a developer that developed the 
acclaimed 286ha award-winning Taman Tun Dr Ismail township in Kuala Lumpur, Naza TTDI is 
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currently involved in several award-winning projects in Klang Valley. One of its most interesting 
developments is TTDI Alam Impian, which is a thriving residential development and GBI township 
pilot project in Shah Alam, Selangor, designed towards sustainable development by incorporating 
green building strategies. The 84-hectare housing and commercial project is a rapidly growing 
township that is made up of close-knit communities centred around exquisite parks. The unique a r r 
a ng ement of the homes is designed to foster strong community ties. It is a sanctuary that offers the 
conveniences of contemporary living with the warmth of a traditional neighbourhood. SM Faliq said 
coming home to TTDI Alam Impian is like escaping into an oasis of tranquility where verdant foothills 
form a mesmerising backdrop. Families can enjoy the freedom of open spaces as well as the intimacy 
of cosy corners. The concept of the whole township is inspired by gemstones, portraying them as the 
treasures of Shah Alam.  

The phases are named Spira, Viola, Sephira, Aquina, Zircona, Citrina, Emerald and Carmenia. All 
except Carmenia have been launched. Spira residences, which is Phase 1 of TTDI Alam Impian, were 
snapped up within 72 hours. The residences proved to be incredibly popular due to their striking 
architecture which features huge windows, clever floor plan which emphasises spaciousness, privacy 
and unsurpassed quality in every detail which boosts their intrinsic value as well as investment 
potential. Viola, Sephira and Aquina are sold out while limited units are available for Zircona, Citrina 
and Emerald. The Viola homes feature stylish and contemporary architecture that is ideal for the 
modern family. Vast windows allow for better ventilation while sunshine illuminates the sizeable 
rooms. The ingenious floor plan offers growing families the luxury of spaciousness as well as the 
soothing ambience of cosy corners. Aquina homes are a breath of fresh air, sparkling with the best of 
nature while Zircona was developed through incorporating green building strategies.  

The upcoming launch will be the Carmenia semi-detached homes, comprising 56 premium units. 
Naza TTDI is also developing the 45.7ha TTDI Grove residential and commercial development in 
Kajang, and several high impact projects, notably the RM4 billion Platinum Park and the RM21 billion 
30.5ha KL Metropolis. The company’s innovation process has been recognised by various awards 
from local and international assessors. This year, Naza TTDI bagged the Asia Pacific Property Awards 
2014 for TTDI Dualis Equine Park as Malaysia’s Highly Commended Retail Architecture and 
Malaysia’s Highly Commended Retail Development Last year, its project, Matrade Centre, won the 
International Property Awards 2013 for World’s Best Public Service Development. Matrade Centre 
also won the Asia Pacific Awards 2013 for Asia Pacific’s Best Public Service Architecture, Asia Pacific’s 
Best Public Service Development, Malaysia’s Best Public Service Architecture and Malaysia’s Best 
Public Service Development. Its other project, TTDI Ascencia, won awards for Malaysia’s Best 
Residential Apartment Architecture and Malaysia’s Best Residential Apartment Development TTDI 
Plaza was also accorded the CNBC Asia Pacific Property Awards 2009 for Best Residential Apartment 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/unlocking-new-markets 
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Perdana Putra earns platinum ratings in green building index  

BY AZURA ABAS - 8 SEPTEMBER 2014 @ 2:33 PM  

PUTRAJAYA: Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak announced today that the Perdana Putra 
complex where the prime minister's office is located has been accorded a platinum rating in the 
Green Building Index (GBI). He said the complex was one-third more energy efficient than before. "In 
2010, Perdana Putra has a building energy intensity of 138. Today it has a building energy intensity 
of just 85," he said at the award of GBI platinum certificate. Also present were Deputy Prime 
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin and Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Dr Ali Hamsa.  

After Perdana Putra building was retrofitted with the green technology, with the input from KFM 
Holdings, the complex is now able to reduce its energy intensity by 38 per cent; annual water usage 
by 40 per cent; CO2 emission (33 per cent); and chilled water (69 per cent). Najib hoped to see more 
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buildings would adopt similar energy saving initiatives nationwide. "It is my intention that this 
project will become a catalyst for similar initiatives right across Malaysia.  

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/perdana-putra-earns-platinum-ratings-green-
building-index 

 

 

Building the good life  

BY SHAREN - 14 AUGUST 2014 @ 12:20 AM  

PUTRAJAYA is the world’s first “Intelligent Garden City”. It has an infrastructure of sophisticated 
information networks based on multimedia technologies which made history in Malaysia’s modern 
city planning. Putrajaya, which covers 4,931ha, was conceived in 1993 as the administrative centre 
for Malaysia. Previously, palm oil plantations dotted the area. Today, it is a spectacular city and 
home to various ministries, government departments and agencies, hotels, small and medium 
enterprises, and more than 70,000 households. The master plan is designed along an axial tangent 
which runs from the northeast to the southeast on gently undulating terrain. About 40 per cent of 
Putrajaya is natural. Lush greenery, botanical gardens and parks are spread across landscapes 
enhanced by large bodies of water and wetlands. Another impressive feature is the uniquely 
designed bridges that span the various points of the sprawling Putrajaya Lake.  

Although the federal administrative capital officially moved here in 1999, Putrajaya is still far from 
complete. There are a few property developers with ongoing projects here and that includes Putra 
Perdana Develop ment Sdn Bhd (PPD), the property development arm of Putrajaya Perdana Bhd. 
Green developer PPD is one of the foremost green property developers that built D’Heron at The 
Lake, which is the first “energy efficient-BIPV residences” in Malaysia. The company has proven itself 
in meeting clients’ expectations for high-quality end-to-end construction and development solutions 
since its inception in 1998.  
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PPD’s current project is Danau Mutiara, comprising bungalows, semi-detached (semi-D) units and 
zero-lot bungalows. The project has a gross development value (GDV) of RM200 million. PPD chief 
executive officer Ahmad Ridzal Ahmad said the company has several projects in the pipeline which 
will enhance the value of existing developments. He said future developments at Precinct 16 will be 
launched soon. These include Parcel 6, comprising bungalows, and Parcel 25, featuring semi-Ds, 
bungalows and hillside condominiums. Ahmad Ridzal said these developments will have an 
estimated GDV of RM500 million. He said the hillside condominiums will be a green building index 
(GBI) development and will incorporate a wellness centre. On the key selling points for each project, 
Ahmad Ridzal said the projects will be GBI-rated and have good accessibility via various highways, 
including Maju Expressway.  

He said they will also have quality finishing with construction quality assessment system rating, and 
established neighbourhood facilities, such as a fully-equipped community centre, mosque and 
schools. “We will offer contemporary and high-end two-and-a-half-storey bungalows and zero-lot 
bungalows as well as semi-Ds. We expect many to grab our product offerings. “We are offering a 
serene locality, peaceful community and lush landscaping. The houses are within walking distance to 
Putrajaya Lake,” he told Property Times. Ahmad Ridzal said the projects are also within minutes by 
car from Alamanda shopping complex. PPD is targeting to achieve a revenue of RM118 million this 
year from the sale of current projects and new launches. For Danau Mutiara, the company has 
achieved 70 per cent of its GDV since its launch in May. “Sales so far have been very encouraging. 
We expect to recognise a certain amount of revenue from Danau Mutiara this year.” Ahmad Ridzal 
said sales were driven by the company’s participation in property expos and related events, targeted 
marketing and direct approach with prospective buyers.  

PPD also offered incentives, such as bearing the legal fees and giving rebates of up to RM10,000. 
“Cooling measures have impacted properties in the price range of RM1 million, mainly high-rise 
developments. Landed properties are still sought after and this is where we have the advantage. “On 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST), we expect there will be an increase in sales a few months before 
the implementation. After the implementation, we will probably see a slowdown before sales pick 
up again, as seen in countries which implemented GST,” said Ahmad Ridzal. Expectations for 2015 
Budget Ahmad Ridzal is expecting more incentives for developers and house buyers in the 2015 
Budget. He hopes there will be no further dampening effects on developers and buyers as everyone 
has to deal with GST and the rise in real property gains tax announced in the 2014 Budget.  

Ahmad Ridzal said rising cost of living and doing business, subsidy rationalisation and GST are among 
the factors that should be taken into consideration when formulating the 2015 Budget. “We hope 
the government will develop more affordable houses in the Klang Valley and provide incentives for 
property developers to undertake these projects, such as easier end-financing schemes. “We also 
hope the government will allow first-time buyers to enjoy the Developers Interest Bearing Scheme.” 
Ahmad Ridzal said the 2015 Budget should also encourage banks to ease lending to house buyers, 
especially first-timers, as people are facing difficulty in obtaining loans  

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/building-good-life 
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‘Green buildings command higher selling price’ 

BY FRANCIS DASS - 22 JUNE 2014 @ 11:05 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Going green allows building owners to command an additional selling price of 
RM25 to RM50 per square feet above the market, according to Malaysian Institute of Architects 
president Chan Seong Aun. He said there are 500 green buildings in the country that have generated 
100 million sq ft of space. “The green building trend here is headed by Green Building Index (GBI) 
and they are working in collaboration with the Malaysian Green Building Confederation, which is a 
member of the World Green Building Council,” Chan said recently. Speaking at a media conference 
to announce the upcoming Archidex 2014 — the 15th International Architecture, Interior Design and 
Building Exhibition, he said GBI was started on May 15 2009 and within a short span of five years, 
GBI has registered close to 500 building in Malaysia alone, offering a total up to 100 million sq ft of 
green space.  
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Chan said in the next few months, the GBI will form a new organisation, called the Green Building 
Index Foundation, which is designed to boost the advocacy to all the local authorities in the country. 
A key component of Archidex 2014 — to be held from June 25 to 28 at Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre — is the Green Building Forum, alongside DATUM:KL (International Architectural Design 
Conference), KLDF (Kuala Lumpur Design Forum) and the 16th Asian Congress of Architects (ACA 16).  

A total of 1250 exhibition booths have already been sold out for Archidex 2014, which will see 552 
participating companies from around the world. Austria, Germany, Singapore, South Korea and 
China will be setting up country pavilions. Visitors who visit the German pavilion stand a chance of 
winning two  air tickets to Munich, Germany. Last year, 32,300 visitors attended Archidex 2013. 
Meanwhile, Chan said Archidex 2014 is working together with Malaysia External Trade Development 
Corporation to conduct international  business matching programme during Archidex 2014 as a huge 
number of overseas buyers are expected to fly in to close deals with the local exhibitors. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/%E2%80%98green-buildings-command-higher-
selling-price%E2%80%99 

 

 

Transparency pledge on new bill  

BY AZURA ABAS - 9 SEPTEMBER 2014 @ 8:13 AM 

 PUTRAJAYA: THE government will be judicious and transparent in deciding whether to introduce the 
Harmony Act or retain the Sedition Act. Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said sound judgment 
based on the collective views of all stakeholders would guide any decision to enact changes that 
affect the people, including on the fate of the Sedition Act. “Have trust that the process will be done 
judiciously and transparently, albeit in a controlled environment,” he said at the monthly gathering 
of the Prime Minister’s Department here yesterday. “As a result, the country will hopefully emerge 
more harmonious, formidable, stable and successful.” Najib said the government would not 
compromise on the stability, harmony and unity that the country had been founded on. “Whether 
we want the Harmony Act or maintain the Sedition Act, it must be done in a rational manner by 
introducing better laws as their replacement after obtaining the views of all stakeholders. “As a 
government, we will not do things that can trigger uneasiness, uncertainty and worry in any 
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community, be it the Malays or other races.” Najib also called for understanding on why some 
communities reacted the way they had to certain issues. “In this situation (referring to the Sedition 
Act), the Malays are more vocal about issues close to their heart such as Islam, the Malay sultans 
and Article 153 of the Federal Constitution (on Bumiputera rights).”  

Najib said the government would not indulge in any decision that would upset the status quo. “I 
want to explain this before things get out of control,” he said, adding that the government’s priority 
has always been the wellbeing of the people and nation. On getting ahead amid fierce global 
competition, Najib said it was crucial for Malaysians to attain a global outlook. “When the deputy 
prime minister brought up the move to make it compulsory to secure a pass in the English subject at 
university level, it is to prepare the people to be more competitive and driven for success.” Najib 
said having a global outlook would push Malaysia ahead in the race to develop the nation. 
Describing 2014 as a year defined by the disappearance of Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 and crash 
of flight MH17, Najib said Malaysians must learn from the tragedies. “Who can imagine something 
happening on the other side of the world (Ukraine) can affect us here? “What can we learn from the 
two tragedies? They show us that we are in a world that is hyper-connected; multi-directional and 
interdependent.”  

Najib also pointed out on the importance of ensuring Malaysia’s economy continued to stay robust 
for Malaysians to reap the benefits, including the availability of jobs. The unemployment rate is now 
2.8 per cent. Meanwhile, the Perdana Putra complex where the prime minister’s office is located has 
been accorded a platinum rating in the Green Building Index (GBI) for being more energy efficient. 
“In 2010, Perdana Putra had a building energy intensity of 138. Today, it has a building energy 
intensity of just 85,” Najib said at the GBI certificate award ceremony yesterday. The GBI is 
Malaysia’s recognised green rating tool for buildings to promote sustainability in the built 
environment and raise awareness among developers, architects, engineers, planners, designers, 
contractors and the public about environmental issues and one’s responsibility to future 
generations.  

After Perdana Putra building was retrofitted with green technology, the complex has reduced its 
energy intensity by 38 per cent; annual water usage by 40 per cent; carbon dioxide emission (33 per 
cent); and cold water (69 per cent). “It is my intention that this project will become a catalyst for 
similar initiatives across Malaysia. “Beyond Perdana Putra, I would like to see the entire city of 
Putrajaya transformed into a green, smart and connected city showcasing Malaysia’s economic and 
technological advancement.” Present were Deputy Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin and 
Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Dr Ali Hamsa. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/transparency-pledge-new-bill 
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‘Give incentives for going green’  

6 OCTOBER 2014 @ 11:51 PM  

SCHNEIDER Electric, the European multinational based in France, said its 2015 Budget wish list is to 
see incentives for firms and households that adopt energy-saving practices. The company, which is 
an energy management specialist, said a series of tax incentives will encourage firms to improve 
their buildings’ energy efficiency as well as lower their energy consumption, considering that at 
present 30 per cent of energy consumption in buildings is used inefficientlty. The company said the 
Prime Minister’s Office recently retrofit-ted its building with the Building Management System (BMS) 
and has been accorded a platinum rating in the Green Building Index, making the building one-third 
more energy-efficient than before.  

“For commercial buildings and facilities, owners and operators could implement energy 
management standards, such as ISO50001 and Schneider Electric’s BMS, which is equipped with 
lighting sensors and power meter to reap the benefits of lower energy bills and improved efficiency. 
We believe that implementing tax rebates and incentives for both business owners and households 
can help increase greater adoption of energy saving practices,” said Schneider Electric Malaysia’s 
country president Soo Pow Leong.  

Similarly, Medsociate Sdn Bhd director Ching Choon Siong said the medical devices sector would 
benefit if the government were to classify medical devices as essential goods and placed under a 
‘zero-rated category’ and be Goods and Services Tax (GST)-exempted. Ching said while government 
hospitals are considered “out of scope” and, thus, GST-exempted, private hospitals will be impacted 
by the implementation of GST on medical devices. Ching said the result of imposing GST on medical 
devices could see consumers turning to subsidised government healthcare for cost-saving purposes. 
This, he said, would cause the subsidy on public healthcare expenditure to increase. 

Read More: http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/%E2%80%98give-incentives-going-
green%E2%80%99 
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Kerinchi Residency on schedule  

BY NOEL ACHARIAM - 16 AUGUST 2014 @ 8:00 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: THE former residents of the Kerinchi flats were given a preview of the units 
promised to them at an update briefing of the Kerinchi Residency. In 2010, 460 families residing in 
the dilapidated Kerinchi flats moved out to make way for the KL Gateway project, developed by 
Suezcap. The mixed development consists of the Kerinchi Residency, office towers, serviced 
residences and a shopping mall. The residents of the flats were then offered an apartment each at 
the Kerinchi Residency as compensation. At the recent briefing, the residents were updated on the 
progress of the project and had a closer look at scale models of their units and the KL Gateway 
project. Senior citizen, Wan Hajar Siti Rohani Idris, who was promised a unit here, was happy to get 
an update of her future home. “I am so happy to hear the good news that the project is progressing 
as scheduled.” Siti, a single mother, said that she was excited after seeing the scale models. “We are 
poor people. Never in my wildest dreams did I think I could own a place like this.”  

The new place offers facilities such as a wading pool, surau and shop lots, among others. “I bought 
my flat for RM12,000 over 20 years ago. I hear my new home is worth at least RM500,000 but I’m 
never going to sell it.” Another excited resident was Mohd Ghus Mohd Ali who was one of the early 
residents of the Kerinchi Flats. “I have full confidence in the developer and am excited with the 
progress. If it were possible, I would move in tomorrow,” quipped Ghus. Ghus said that owning a 
home like this is a dream come true. At the briefing, Suez Domain Sdn Bhd director Datuk Yasran 
Hussain, said that the Kerinchi Residency is expected to be completed by the end of March 2016 as 
planned and the families can move in after it receives the certificate of completion and compliance 
(CCC). “Each unit is 83.6sq m and comes with three bedrooms and two bathrooms. We will also be 
installing a dryer and kitchen cabinets for the residents,” he said.  

Yasran said that each unit is worth about RM500,000 and that Suezcap gave each family financial 
assistance for moving including RM5,000 to move out and RM8,000 to move in. The Kerinchi 
Residency consists of 473 units and is close to the Universiti LRT station and Kerinchi Link. Yasran 
said that 460 units will be given to the residents, while the remaining units will be offered to the 
children of Kerinchi residents to purchase. He said they will be giving assets worth RM10 million to 
the Joint Management Body (JMB) to manage. “This will include a few units for the JMB to rent out 
so that they can use the funds for maintenance. We will pay the maintenance fees for a year,” he 
said. Yasran said that the developer had complied with City Hall’s Green Building Index which means 
30 per cent of the development will consist of green areas. Lembah Pantai Umno division head 
Datuk Raja Nong Chik Raja Zainal Abidin who came for a site visit, said he was pleased that the 
project was progressing smoothly. “We struggled for many years to develop this area. “We hope 
that this development will be an example for other brownfield developments in the city,” he said. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/kerinchi-residency-schedule 
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Driving up ‘One Northern Hub’  

29 JULY 2014 @ 10:38 PM  

A “One Northern Hub” project to make Malaysia the next Asean logistics hub is under discussion, 
with auto logistics firm PKT Logistics Group Sdn Bhd driving the initiative. Its managing director and 
group chief executive Datuk Michael Tio said the proposed project is likely to be located in the 
vicinity of the Malaysian-Thai border but did not disclose further details. “One Northern Hub is in our 
master plan. However, since we have not concluded this discussion,we cannot tell the public its 
location, although it will definitely be at the border between Malaysia and Thailand,” he told 
Business Times. PKT Logistics, said Tio, is keen to provide critical mass for change in the Malaysian 
logistics industry and this is why the company has been pushing for the creation of logistics hubs, 
like the One Logistics Hub near Port Klang and the One Eastern Hub in Kuantan and the upcoming 
One Auto Hub in Penang.  

“Along with the proposed One Northern Hub, which is currently under discussion,” he noted, “all the 
hubs will include green elements, such as being sustainable and environmentally-friendly. “Our 
latest completion of ‘The Lighthouse’, which is a multi-level warehouse at the One Logistics Hub in 
Shah Alam, Selangor, is certified Green Building Index with gold status.” He said the proposed One 
Auto Hub project at Batu Kawan in Penang, which is sprawled over 28.3ha, will serve as a one-stop 
automotive logistics hub and provide facilities to 15 brands of car makers operating within the 
Northern Corridor Economic Region (NCER), which includes Perlis, Kedah, Penang and Perak. “We 
have planned to complete the whole hub by 2018 in three phases.  

The Batu Kawan hub will also be the cross-dock hub for trucks into Penang island via the Sultan 
Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge. “Since Batu Kawan on mainland Penang is set to emerge as the 
state’s third satellite township, foreign investors — mainly vendors and manufacturers — can be 
told that they are investing in an area with lifestyle, and not merely one with manufacturing 
activities. “I hope to see the bottom 16 of Thailand’s top 20 carmakers make it to this hub,” said Tio. 
Asked on how the One Auto Hub and One Northern Hub can boost the economic fortunes of the 
NCER, Tio said: “We have both direct and indirect beneficiaries. Both the Inokom and Naza plants 
will be increasing their production volumes for the domestic and export markets.  
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“With production units expected to be on the rise, we expect direct production as well as via their 
vendors. More and more vendors will move up north nearer to the manufacturing plans, or within 
the Penang Port area.” Pointing to the fact that all car vendors are concentrated in the Klang Valley, 
Tio said there is also a trend for Japanese vendors following customers such as Mazda to the NCER. 
“Most of these vendors are looking to enter into joint ventures with local vendors,” he said, “and 
with the volume shifting from Thailand, some Thai vendors will also be looking to relocate their 
plants  closer to the Thai-Malaysian border to supply to the needs of both countries”. He also 
expects land transportation to rise with many car firms looking to position their hubs in Penang, 
owing to its proximity to domestic consumption and their export base, since automotive 
components will be imported via Penang Port.  

“Penang Port has been traditionally dependent solely on export cargo, including those from south 
Thailand, and this resulted in a deficit port,” Tio said. “With our high volume importation, empty 
container supplies have improved. More shipping lines will now be making direct calls to Penang 
Port, as opposed to transitting via Singapore or Port Klang as they used to. “We also expect most of 
the universities located within the NCER to be looking to place their graduates directly into the car 
industry. We are collaborating with Inokom and Naza to determine their preferred graduates, as 
opposed to creating an oversupply for industries which are already saturated.” 

 MARINA EMMANUEL GEORGE TOWN marinae@nst.com.my 

Read More: http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/driving-%E2%80%98one-northern-
hub%E2%80%99 
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Tune Hotels to invest US$25m in Kenya Hotel  

25 JUNE 2014 @ 2:46 PM  

SEPANG: Tune Hotels Group plans to invest about US$25 million for its new hotel in Kenya, said 
Group chief executive officer Mark Lankester. "This is a new market for us in Africa and the details of 
this new venture will be announce in the next two weeks," he told the media after the launch of 
Tune Hotel by Deputy Minister of Energy, Green Technology and Water, Datuk Mahdzir Khalid at 
klia2 here today. He said for the local market, the budget hotels operator also planned to open a few 
more hotels in Melaka, Kedah, Cyberjaya and Langkawi by the end of this year.  

"The 400-room Tune Hotel klia2, which opened for business on May 9, has recorded about 90-95 per 
cent occupancy rate currently and this is very encouraging for us," he added. The newly-opened 
Tune Hotel klia2 has received double recognition for its green technology and energy-efficient 
features. The hotel has been awarded a provisional Gold Rating by Green Building Index 
Accreditation Panel and subsequently submitted as the first demonstration project under the 
Building Sector Energy Efficiency Project (BSSEP). 

 The BSSEP is a national project implemented by the Malaysian Public Works Department in 
collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme and co-funded by the Global 
Environment Facility. Its goal is to achieve a reduction in the annual growth rate of emissions from 
building in Malaysia by promoting energy conversing design of new buildings.-- Bernama 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/tune-hotels-invest-us25m-kenya-hotel 

 

Karex upbeat on beating last year’s sales  

10 JUNE 2014 @ 11:59 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Condom maker Karex Bhd is confident of beating last year’s sales of RM230 million, 
seeing that it has already made RM220 million in the first nine months of its current financial year. 
The company is also upbeat about the World Cup in Brazil as the country is one of Karex’s main 
export markets. “Condom demand has been strong and we see it growing stronger with upcoming 
sporting events,” said chief executive officer Goh Miah Kiat on the sidelines of Invest Malaysia 2014, 
here, yesterday.  

Goh is optimistic on Karex’s outlook, based on its condom sales in the first nine months of its 
financial year. He said Karex’s new factory in Pontian, Johor is set to begin production in the second 
quarter of next year. The factory  will be equipped with solar panels, enabling the condom maker to 
save 25 per cent on electricity cost. “We’re looking at the Green Building Index certificate for the 
new factory, as well as the American Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, which will 
make it the second building in Malaysia to get it after the Intel factory in Kulim, Kedah.” Goh also 
said he is pleased with the response his company has received at Invest Malaysia. “This is our first 
Invest Malaysia since the listing and the response has been positive,” he added.  

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/karex-upbeat-beating-last-year%E2%80%99s-
sales 
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Plan to equip PR1MA houses with solar panels  

BY MUHAMMED AHMAD HAMDAN KUALA - 7 DECEMBER 2014 @ 11:13 PM  

NEW affordable houses under the 1Malaysia People’s Housing (PR1MA) programme may be 
equipped with solar technology. This will be a value-added feature to support Malaysia’s aim to go 
green, said Malaysian Green Technology Corp (GreenTech Malaysia) chief executive officer Ahmad 
Hadri Haris. He said discussions would be held with the relevant authorities on the matter. “The cost 
of installing solar panels in the houses will not be too high as it will be done on a large scale. PR1MA 
houses will still be affordable,” he said at the Sixth Young Corporate Malaysian Summit, here, on 
Saturday. “What’s more significant is that homeowners will pay a very minimal electricity bill, or 
none at all in the long term.”  

GreenTech Malaysia, which is tasked with spearheading the national green technology agenda, is a 
non-profit organisation under the Energy, Green Technology and Water Ministry. It aims to position 
the country as a hub for green technology by 2020 and transform Malaysia into a green community 
by 2030. Meanwhile, 90,491 PR1MA units nationwide have been approved for the first 10 months of 
this year. Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak had said the government aims to build 500,000 
PR1MA houses in the next five years. He said houses will be priced between RM118,000 and 
RM335,000. PR1MA is for individuals or families  with a household monthly income from RM2,500 
and RM10,000. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/plan-equip-pr1ma-houses-solar-panels 
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Green technology masterplan out next year  

2 DECEMBER 2014 @ 3:11 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian Green Technology Corporation (MGTC) is currently drafting a green 
technology masterplan for the Ministry of Energy, Green Technology and Water. The masterplan, to 
be implemented early next year, will detail guidelines and direction for companies to reduce carbon 
intensity by 40 per cent by 2020. "The masterplan required government and private companies to 
work together and reach the 40 per cent target in energy, transport, building, waste and water," said 
MGTC chief financial officer Woon Foo Wen on the sidelines of the International Conference on 
Green Procurement and Eco-Labelling here today.  

Earlier, in his speech, Deputy Minister of Energy, Green Technology and Water Datuk Seri Mahdzir 
Khalid said Malaysia had reduced carbon emission intensity by more than 33 per cent. "The 
reduction was achieved despite facing difficulties in fulfilling the pledge made in 2009. "The next six 
years will be critical for us as we want to achieve 40 per cent cut in carbon emissions intensity 
target. "It is achievable once we can generate cleaner electricity from renewable sources, conserve 
energy and encourage sustainable clean transport and growing green industries," he said.  

The two-day conference is aimed at helping participants understand green procurement practices 
and the use of ecolables as tools for the green procurement process. Mahdzir said three agencies in 
Malaysia that provided environmental certification schemes were SIRIM Bhd, Energy Commission of 
Malaysia and the National Water Services Commission.-- Bernama 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/green-technology-masterplan-out-next-year 

 

‘Harness sunlight for power’  

16 NOVEMBER 2014 @ 8:09 AM  

PRAI: Those living in the northern region of the peninsula and the west coast of Sabah have been 
urged to harness sunlight for power as these areas receive abundance of sunlight compared with the 
rest of the country. Deputy Energy, Green Technology and Water Minister Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid 
said households here should reap the benefits of the climate and get paid for harvesting solar energy 
through the government’s Feed-in-Tariff (FiT) initiative, which pays users for feeding solar power to 
the electricity grids. “The northern zone of the peninsular has one of the highest solar radiations in 
the country at 1,350kWh per year, compared with solar energy source from the rest of the country 
at 1,200 kWh.” Mahdzir said with the rise in greenhouse gas emissions, it is timely to go forth with 
renewable energies. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/%E2%80%98harness-sunlight-
power%E2%80%99 
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Undergrads design eco-friendly living spaces 

15 NOVEMBER 2014 @ 8:07 AM  

SUBANG JAYA: Nippon Paint Malaysia together with IJM Land Bhd recently announced the winner of 
the Nippon Paint Young Designer Award (NPYDA) 2014 for the Architecture and Interior Design 
categories. The NPYDA 2014, now in its seventh consecutive year, received a total of 623 entries. 
With the theme “Re: Think. Re: Create. Our Community, Our Home”, each contestant was tasked to 
create a community-centric and sustainable township that provides high quality of life for all ages 
and walks of life. The two Gold Winners were Wong Kail Li of Universiti Putra Malaysia and Lim Yong 
An of KBU International College, in the Architecture and Interior Design categories, respectively. 
Wong’s design of the Bond the Vicinity — Hydrophilic Retirement Retreat tackled the issue of 
isolation faced by the retired and elderly who are often cut off from mainstream community and 
unable to enjoy their golden years in a meaningful way.  

Chief judge for the Architecture category, Ar Jasmeet Singh Sidhu, said: “Wong’s concept 
demonstrated a refined grasp of a very real social issue. By incorporating initiatives for the elderly to 
participate in the community and creating a green and sustainable environment that everyone can 
enjoy, she showed the judges that she was truly designing with the needs of the community in mind; 
this comprehensive interpretation of the theme ultimately tipped the balance in her favour.” For the 
Interior Design Category, Lim conceptualised the LEAF Agricultural Nursery, a unique idea for 
creating more green space within the city. “Lim’s design was very well-thought-out, marrying 
practical aspects such as utilising the produce effectively and using the organic waste as compost, 
with beautifully designed areas for harvesting and enjoying the fresh produce such as in the cafe,” 
said chief judge for Interior Design category, Fendarie Su Pek Fuang.  

“In addition to fulfilling all the requirements in an innovative and aesthetically-pleasing way, his 
design stood out from the rest because of its creative take on a future community living space with 
sustainability as a key element.” The winners each received a RM3,000 cash prize, a sixth-month 
paid internship at IJM Land Bhd and a fully-paid trip to Japan for the Japan Learning Programme. The 
Silver Winners in each category also receive a sixth-month paid internship at IJM Land Bhd, besides a 
RM2,000 cash prize. “Without the inspiration of the young, the design world will be stagnant. 
However, we also recognise the value of experience, which is why the Japan Learning Programme, 
which will take place in March next year in Osaka, will fuse the ideas of the young with the insights 
of renowned industry experts — together, they will shape the future of our physical world,” said 
Nippon Paint Malaysia managing director Yaw Seng Heng. Sharing similar philosophies on design, 
IJM Land Bhd chief executive officer and managing director Datuk Soam Heng Choon, said, “As one 
of Malaysia’s premier property developers, we have always aspired to create living spaces that 
inspire and nurture the human spirit while maintaining respect for the environment.  

“We all want homes and communities that are socially sustainable and practical where people want 
to live, work and enjoy life, and we look forward to nurturing NPYDA winners’ design thinking skills 
to address the multi-faceted issues that we faced today.” Soam said IJM Land recently sent its staff 
to Australia to study retirement homes and villages as well as to Hong Kong and China to look at 
retirement homes in more densely populated areas. He said that the green ideas and sustainability 
bodes well with IJM Land’s vision. 
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Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/undergrads-design-eco-friendly-living-spaces 

 

 

 

PM urges states to revamp low-cost housing policies  

6 NOVEMBER 2014 @ 8:17 AM  

PETALING JAYA: Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak has urged state governments to revamp 
outdated housing policies to ensure that low-cost homes are available in areas where they are 
needed the most. “All states must come up with an inclusive and transparent approach for an equal 
distribution system so that low-cost housing is available where it is needed and not sit empty where 
it is not,” he said when opening Wisma Rehda here yesterday. Najib said a policy revamp was 
important as a mismatch between supply and demand had impeded efforts to create more 
affordable housing. Speaking to Real Estate and Housing Developers Association Malaysia (Rehda) 
members, he said the government would remain vigilant to the macroeconomic risks that affected 
the housing sector. “Almost 140 upstream and downstream activities are dependent on the housing 
industry. Property is often one of the worst-hit sectors during economic downturns.”  

Najib said the housing industry played a pivotal role in contributing towards the economy, and that 
many other industries depended on its growth. He said it was the government’s mission to give 
Malaysians more access to adequate, quality and affordable homes by 2018. “We look forward to 
seeing private-sector developers continue working with PR1MA, the National Housing Department, 
Syarikat Perumahan Negara Berhad and other government agencies to accelerate our target of one 
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million affordable homes by 2018.” Najib said the government would build these houses without 
compromising the quality. He said in achieving this target, the government would implement the 
Youth Housing Scheme to encourage the younger generation to own their first home.  

The scheme is expected to assist married youths between 25 and 40 with a household income of not 
more than RM10,000, offering a funding limit of not more than RM500,000 with a maximum loan 
period of 35 years. Najib said it was important for the government to remain conscious of its duty to 
provide a better quality of life and to raise the standard of living of the people. Present at the event 
were Energy, Green Technology and Water Minister Datuk Seri Dr Maximus Ongkili, Works Minister 
Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof, Construction Industry Development Board chairman Tan Sri Dr Ahmad 
Tajuddin Ali and Rehda president Datuk Seri Fateh Iskandar Mohamed Mansor. Fateh Iskandar said 
he hoped the government would consider Redha’s recommendation that residential property be 
zero-rated from the Goods and Services Tax (GST). He said the recommendation would allow 
developers to claim input tax from the building materials used in their developments. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/pm-urges-states-revamp-low-cost-housing-
policies 

 

 

Holistic way to cut building impact  

BY LAVANYA LINGAM AND RAHMAT KHAIRULRIJAL  - 19 SEPTEMBER 2014 @ 8:08 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR: THE government will roll out a holistic system to minimise impact caused by built 
environment. The system dubbed “MyCREST” was to quantify and reduce the built environmental’s 
impact in terms of carbon emission and other environmental implications, Works Minister Datuk 
Fadillah Yusof said. “My ministry, through Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) and 
Public Works Department (PWD), is in the final stages of drawing up this new system. “It takes into 
account energy consumption in a more holistic life cycle view of built environment from the design 
stage, to the construction, and finally, operations and maintenance stage,” he said after opening the 
International Construction Week 2014, here yesterday. To be ready next year, Fadillah said the new 
system would act as a guideline for constructors to produce sustainable construction and to build 
environmentally-friendly and energy-saving buildings.  
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“Sustainable construction will reduce the environmental impact of a building over its entire lifetime, 
while optimising its economic viability, and the comfort and safety of its occupants. “There are seven 
areas which we must improve to achieve optimum sustainability — energy, water, food, solid waste, 
transportation, landscape and information.” Fadillah said there were various ways to reduce water 
consumption in built environment, such as installation of low flow taps, urinals and toilets, as well as 
rainwater harvesting. “It is a shame for a country situated in the middle of the equator and 
experiencing a tropical climate to experience a water crisis.” He said carbon emissions could also be 
reduced by creating more integrated and friendly modes of public transportation. “Another area 
that had to be taken into account in sustainable development is landscaping, which would evaluate 
the impact a building will have on wildlife, wetlands and other natural habitat.  

“I encourage the use of Xeriscaping as a landscaping philosophy as it uses as many native, drought-
resistant plants as possible in ways which are efficient and water-saving.” Fadillah said the industry 
players should also consider the financial sustainability of a building and infrastructure. “We must 
design and construct a building by taking into account cost efficiency in operations and maintenance 
during its whole life cycle.” He said the industry needed the correct information on efficient ways to 
conduct their daily tasks with the least environmental degradation as possible.  He also urged the 
industry to consider setting up an industry-driven Collaborative Council on Green Technology 
Initiatives for the construction industry. “The council could advise on ways to minimise 
environmental impacts and degradation, as well as reduce carbon emissions from their activities. “Of 
course there are challenges, but together, we can work towards the building of many more green 
cities to showcase our commitment towards sustainable environment.” 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/holistic-way-cut-building-impact 

 

 

No hard and fast rule in awarding power contracts  

11 SEPTEMBER 2014 @ 12:11 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR: The government’s decision in awarding power contracts has always been carried 
out in the interest of the public, said Energy, Green Technology and Water Deputy Minister Datuk 
Seri Mahdzir Khalid. “The contracts can be awarded via direct negotiations, restrictive tender or 
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open tender. There is no hard and fast rule on the method of awarding contracts as each contract 
has different considerations and circumstances,” he said at the Asean Power Week, here, yesterday. 
Three months ago, the Energy Commission  conditionally offered a consortium comprising SIPP 
Energy Sdn Bhd, YTL Power International Bhd and Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB) the contract to build a 
1,000MW-1,400MW combined-cycle gas turbine power plant on a fast-track basis in Pasir Gudang, 
Johor. YTL Power has since pulled out of the deal.  

“When the government awarded the Track 4A project via direct negotiation, we also specified that 
the smaller jobs, such as the engineering, procurement and construction portions, are available for 
open bidding,” said Mahdzir. Earlier, Energy, Green Technology and Water Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Maximus Ongkili had said the government’s decision to award the project by direct negotiation was 
due to the “uncomfortable” reserve margin.  The country has seen its reserve margin for power 
declines from 40 per cent in 2010 to 25 per cent currently. By the end of next year, if there is no 
extension of retiring plants, Malaysia’s power reserve margin is forecast to settle further to 20 per 
cent.  

When asked on the country’s power reserve margin, the commision’s chief executive officer Datuk 
Ahmad Fauzi Hasan, who was at the media briefing, said it has improved to 25 per cent after the 
Kimanis Power Plant (Block 1 and 2) and SPR Energy Power Plant started operations, feeding a total 
of 280 megawatt (MW) into the Sabah grid. Malaysia’s current installed capacity totals 21,059.5MW 
with supply source from gas at 52 per cent and coal at 42 per cent. Peak demand in 2020 is forecast 
at 20,669MW while energy generation is projected to reach 138,510GWh (Gigawatt per hour). 
Ahmad Fauzi drew reference to the International Energy Agency, outlining the ideal power reserve 
margin for developing economies at between 20 and 35 per cent. Ooi Tee Ching 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/no-hard-and-fast-rule-awarding-power-
contracts 
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Malaysia to catch up in renewable energy quest  

10 SEPTEMBER 2014 @ 10:16 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has to catch up in its renewable energy quest as the capacity generated 
by the approved projects is still low, says Energy, Green Technology and Water Deputy Minister 
Datuk Seri Diraja Mahdzir Khalid. In the first quarter, approved projects were able to churn out a 
total capacity of 500 megawatts (MW) with actual implementation only hitting 188MW, he said. This 
could spell a challenge to the government’s goal of generating 985MW of renewable energy by 
2015, he said when opening the Asean Power Week here today.  

“As part of Malaysia’s strategy to further diversify energy sources in electricity generation, greater 
importance has been made to increase the capacity of renewable sources to meet peak demand,” he 
said. The deputy minister also said the current mix of electricity generation in Peninsula Malaysia 
consisted of gas (52 per cent), coal (42 per cent), with hydro and renewable making up the 
remainder. The government targets to increase coal to 64 per cent by 2020 in a bid to cut carbon 
intensity. Asean Power Week, a three-day conference and exhibition for the electric power 
generation industry, will attract more than 7,000 industry delegates from over 60 countries. – 
BERNAMA 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/malaysia-catch-renewable-energy-quest 

 

 

Better facilities to match rapid development  

16 DECEMBER 2014 @ 8:18 AM  

JOHOR BARU: WITH the increasing number of new housing schemes and development in Kempas, 
the Johor Baru City Council (MBJB) will spend RM10mil for infrastructure upgrade works in the area 
next year. The upgrading project allocation, which is included in the council’s budget for next year 
will see major infrastructure transformations such as road resurfacing and widening, as well as 
upgrading the drainage to mitigate floods. MBJB secretary Farizal Ismail said the council was 
committed to improving the living conditions of the people in the city area and Kempas, which is a 
densely populated area which is fast developing with new housing schemes and future 
development. “There is rapid development taking place in Kempas and as the local council for the 
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area, we need to complement such development by providing better infrastructures for the public,” 
he said during a walkabout with Pulai member of Parliament Datuk Nur Jazlan Mohamed recently.  

“This year, the council has spent about RM9mil to upgrade the infrastructure in several areas in 
Kempas including public amenities such as the Kempas Community Complex food court which has 
been revitalised for comfort,” he said. MBJB councillor for Kempas Ali Alwee said the Kempas area 
was in need of major upgrading works as the existing infrastructure could no longer sustain the 
growing population and traffic in the neighbourhood. “Some areas have existed for more than 20 
years and the inner roads within the neighbourhood are too narrow for big vehicles to pass through. 
“There is also a need for new connecting roads to disperse congestion as the area is prone to heavy 
traffic these days,” he said.  

Among the projects scheduled for next year include a new bridge connecting Jalan Lurah Utama to 
Persiaran Tanjung, which will allow traffic to exit to the Kempas Baru Expressway. There will also be 
road works taking place near the Kempas Baru KTM train station terminal as the existing roads need 
to be widened to accommodate future housing developments in the area. The road upgrading works 
will include neighbourhood roads in Jalan Lurah, Jalan Denai, Persiaran Tanjung and areas in Tampoi. 
Ali said there will be bus stops near several schools to ensure the safety of schoolchildren while they 
get off and on school buses. “Some areas such as Permatang and Lurah will see an increase of 
residents next year as there will be around 3,000 to 5,000 residents expected to be living in the 
public housing schemes in the area,” he said. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/better-facilities-match-rapid-development 

 

Green initiative to create sustainable environment  

3 DECEMBER 2014 @ 8:16 AM  

JOHOR BARU: THE Johor Baru City Council (MBJB) will be organising vehicle emission-free 
programmes every month from next month to realise its aim of becoming a world-class city by 2020. 
Johor Baru mayor Datuk Abdul Rahman Mohamed Dewam said it was one way to raise awareness of 
a clean and healthy environment. He said the council was planning various activities for the 
programmes. They would take place for three hours, from 8am to 11am each time. During the event, 
vehicles will not be allowed in the venue, which will, show the public the importance of keeping the 
environment clean. “We have organised similar initiatives before and will intensify the programmes 
and introduce them to other parts of the city,” said Rahman after the launch of the JB Think Green 
— Making JB Alive programme by state Tourism and Domestic Trade and Consumerism executive 
committee chairman Datuk Tee Siew Kiong.  

Also present were Iskandar Malaysia Development Authority chief executive Datuk Ismail Ibrahim, 
Johor Solid Waste and Public Cleansing Management Corporation director Asri Amat and Johor 
Youth Club chairman Johan Arifin Mohd Ropi. Rahman said the vehicle emission-free programmes 
had received the cooperation of the police and MBJB enforcement officers who would be controlling 
traffic to ensure public safety. On the “JB Think Green” programme, Rahman said it was part of the 
council’s effort to create a sustainable environment and not only focused on cleaning up. 
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Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/green-initiative-create-sustainable-
environment 

 

Green technology masterplan out next year  

2 DECEMBER 2014 @ 3:11 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian Green Technology Corporation (MGTC) is currently drafting a green 
technology masterplan for the Ministry of Energy, Green Technology and Water. The masterplan, to 
be implemented early next year, will detail guidelines and direction for companies to reduce carbon 
intensity by 40 per cent by 2020. "The masterplan required government and private companies to 
work together and reach the 40 per cent target in energy, transport, building, waste and water," said 
MGTC chief financial officer Woon Foo Wen on the sidelines of the International Conference on 
Green Procurement and Eco-Labelling here today. Earlier, in his speech, Deputy Minister of Energy, 
Green Technology and Water Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid said Malaysia had reduced carbon emission 
intensity by more than 33 per cent.  

"The reduction was achieved despite facing difficulties in fulfilling the pledge made in 2009. "The 
next six years will be critical for us as we want to achieve 40 per cent cut in carbon emissions 
intensity target. "It is achievable once we can generate cleaner electricity from renewable sources, 
conserve energy and encourage sustainable clean transport and growing green industries," he said. 
The two-day conference is aimed at helping participants understand green procurement practices 
and the use of ecolables as tools for the green procurement process. Mahdzir said three agencies in 
Malaysia that provided environmental certification schemes were SIRIM Bhd, Energy Commission of 
Malaysia and the National Water Services Commission.-- Bernama 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/green-technology-masterplan-out-next-year 

 

Malaysia pushes green agenda  

BY ILI LIYANA MOKHTAR - 20 NOVEMBER 2014 @ 8:13 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR: PRIME Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak is appalled by the recent floods in Cameron 
Highlands which have been driven by illegal land clearing. The activities, he said were clearly against 
the government's efforts to preserve and protect Malaysia's natural environment. “For all the 
progress (we have achieved), we haven’t always got things right. I was appalled by the floods in  
Cameron Highlands, driven by illegal land clearing. “But we have to learn from our mistakes as well 
as our successes,” he said in his opening address at the Energy for Tomorrow conference, organised 
by International New York Times. Najib noted that Malaysia was looking forward to working with 
other developing nations to show that climate action could be part of national development. “As 
next year’s Asean chair, Malaysia will be the advocate for sustainable growth and climate action. 
“Next year, Malaysia will play its part. We are optimistic about securing cleaner energy for 
tomorrow.  
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“It’s not just the location of this conference that is appropriate, but the timing as well,” he said. The 
prime minister said Malaysia was about to embark on a year of global climate action, ahead of the 
2015 Paris United Nations Climate Change conference. The action had seen the first signs of looking 
beyond the dead-end negotiating strategies of the past, he said. Najib acknowledged the stage had 
been set for a positive outcome in Paris, but to get a deal and ensure that it could work, the 
government, businesses and people need to be on board with the possibilities of a new energy 
economy. “I believe that a fast-developing nation such as ours will have an important role to play. 
“We can demonstrate that sustainable development is not an indulgence, but a precursor for 
success.”  

Najib said Malaysia could show other developing nations that economic growth and carbon 
emissions need not be correlated. Malaysia, he said, was in favour of ambitious actions on climate 
change and was living proof that the economy and environment could prosper together. “That is 
why we are encouraging more clean vehicles onto our roads, rationalising fuel subsidies, supporting 
public transportation and committing to energy efficient construction,” he said. Najib said Malaysia 
had launched a venture capital  fund to finance clean energy project across southeast Asia. He has 
also called on green industries to deliver jobs and help Malaysia create a deeper knowledge economy  
to help young entrepreneurs acquire skills to support their needs. The two-day conference featured 
international speakers from Japan and the United States. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/malaysia-pushes-green-agenda 

 

 

Toray goes ‘green’ in Penang  

BY MARINA EMMANUEL - 19 NOVEMBER 2014 @ 11:48 PM  

GEORGE TOWN: Japan’s Toray Industries Inc Penang operations are going “green” with the 
installation of an energy plant at its facility here. The move is expected to see the Toray Group of 
Companies in Malaysia saving energy by some 20 per cent and carbon dioxide emissions by 
approximately 30 per cent. In a statement issued yesterday, Toray said it had concluded a supply 
contract with Gas Malaysia Energy Advances Sdn Bhd (GMEA) to operate and utilise an energy plant, 
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also known as “Gas Turbine Co-Generation Systems” at Toray’s facility in Prai, Penang. It said GMEA 
has undertaken to supply electricity and steam to Toray in Penang for a duration of 15 years, 
beginning from 2016. Toray said an investment figure of between RM80 million and RM200 million 
was set aside for the project which will be situated on 49,000 sq m of land within the grounds of 
Toray’s unit, Penfabric Sdn Bhd at the Prai Industrial Estate.  

“Under this sustainable development arrangement and energy supply agreement, GMEA will install 
two 16 megawatt-class gas turbines with supplementary firing heat recovery system generators for 
the supply of electricity and steam needed by Toray’s plants, here,” said Toray Industries (Malaysia) 
Sdn Bhd managing director Hiroshi Yoshimura. He said the agreement between both parties was 
concluded in March this year. Work is expected to commence this month and it is slated for 
completion between July and October 2016.  

Toray’s investment history in Malaysia spans over four decades with cumulative investments in 
excess of RM4 billion. The firm produces many types of films, including polyester film Lumirror, 
which is used in packing materials and in the magnetic material industries, among others. Yoshimura 
said GMEA has undertaken to supply electricity and steam required by Toray’s Penang plants. “With 
natural gas supply from Gas Malaysia Bhd, GMEA is responsible for all the phases of the project, 
ranging from system design, construction to the procurement of fuel to facility maintenance,” he 
added. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/toray-goes-%E2%80%98green%E2%80%99-
penang 
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Sustainable development is precursor for success: Najib  

BY ILI LIYANA MOKHTAR - 19 NOVEMBER 2014 @ 10:10 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR; Malaysia is looking forward to working with other nations to show that climate 
action can be part of national development, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said. In his 
opening address at the Energy for Tomorrow International Conference, Najib said as the chair of 
ASEAN next year, Malaysia will advocate for sustainable growth and climate action. " I believe that 
fast developing nations such as ours have an important role to play in driving climate action.  

" We can demonstrate that sustainable development is not an indulgence but can be a precursor for 
success." he said. The two-day conference which starts today is hosted by the International New 
York Times. Themed "Powering Sustainable Development", it features international speakers from 
Japan and the United States. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/sustainable-development-precursor-success-
najib 

 

 

MBPJ to go greener with Carbon Trust  

30 OCTOBER 2014 @ 8:11 AM  

PETALING JAYA: Petaling Jaya City Council (MBPJ) is among the 12 local councils in Malaysia selected 
by The Carbon Trust UK to be its partners in low-carbon initiatives.  The collaboration will see the 
Carbon Trust’s team of five offering their guidance, experience and expertise to the council to 
formulate strategic action plans for carbon management. The Carbon Trust’s public sector head Tim 
Pryce  said: “In year one, the initiative will start within the organisation where the goal is for MBPJ to 
achieve sustainable carbon and save costs in its operations.  “In year two, we will help MBPJ to 
implement the plan in the city with engagement of the businesses, households and schools.  
“Throughout the process, we will also help to identify and prioritise carbon reduction projects in the 
city and assist the council in achieving its future projections and target,” he said.  
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The team of five will comprise of Pryce, Richard Rugg, Dave Reilly, Robert Hatcher and Joseph 
Williams.  Petaling Jaya Mayor Datin Paduka Alinah Ahmad said the Carbon Trust’s input would be 
invaluable to the council.   “It is a privilege and honour for MBPJ to be the pioneer local authority in 
this sustainability initiative,” she said at the launch of MBPJ’s Low Carbon Cities Workshop on 
Tuesday.  She said since the implementation of the Local Agenda 21 pilot project in 2000, the council 
had been working with stakeholders from diverse sectors to develop the city.  “We are working on 
community-based 3R (reduce, reuse and recycle) programmes, river rehabilitation projects, 
development of disabled-friendly facilities and many more.  “In 2010, we achieved another 
milestone when we endorsed the low-carbon city framework to transform the city into a green city.   

“Thus, we hope that this knowledge transfer and training programme will help us to ensure 
continuity and sustainability of our green efforts,” she said.  The Carbon Trust is a not-for-dividend 
company that provides specialist support and advice to help public and private sector organisations 
reduce carbon emissions and become more resource efficient. By Nor Ain Mohamed Radhi 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/mbpj-go-greener-carbon-trust 

 

 

IRDA awards 76pc infra projects in Iskandar to Bumi  

28 OCTOBER 2014 @ 2:50 PM  

DUBAI: The Iskandar Regional Development Authority (IRDA) has so far awarded a total of RM1.52 
billion or 76 per cent of the contract value of infrastructure projects in Iskandar Malaysia to 
Bumiputera contractors since 2006. "Government spending on infrastructure development in 
Iskandar Malaysia from 2006 to date is RM8.3 billion, through various government agencies 
including IRDA," chief executive Datuk Ismail Ibrahim told Malaysian media on the sidelines of the 
10th World Islamic Economic Forum here. "Under IRDA’s purview is RM2.6 billion worth of projects 
of which RM2 billion has been awarded to various contractors with 76 per cent of the contract value 
awarded to Bumiputera contractors," he said.  

IRDA is the regulatory authority mandated to plan, promote and facilitate the development of 
Iskandar Malaysia into a strong and sustainable metropolis of international standing, where living, 
working, business and leisure converge seamlessly. Reputed as the fastest growing economic 
corridor in the region, the 2,217 sq km. strategically-positioned Iskandar Malaysia continues to 
attract investments from at home and abroad. It has secured investments worth RM10 billion in the 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my
http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/mbpj-go-greener-carbon-trust


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  30 

third quarter of this year, bringing the total cumulative committed investments since its inception in 
2006 until Sept 30 this year to RM156.35 billion, of which RM77.17 billion or 49 per cent represents 
investments that have been realised.  

On the misperception that Iskandar Malaysia has been designed to attract foreign investors, Ismail 
said the region is positioning itself as a business-friendly destination for local as well as international 
investors. Ismail highlighted that domestic investments in Iskandar Malaysia amounted to RM98.85 
billion or 63 per cent of the total cumulative committed investment as of September 2014. Khazanah 
Nasional Bhd is one of the local companies investing in the catalytic projects in Iskandar Malaysia 
namely Pinewood Iskandar Malaysia Studios, LEGOLAND Malaysia and EduCity, Medini. Others 
include Genting Chelsea Sdn Bhd on Johor Premium Outlets, Renaissance Hotel in hospitality, and 
Dato’ Onn International Specialist Hospital in the healthcare sector. On the participation of small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) in Iskandar Malaysia, Ismail said, "Johor is one of the top three states 
contributing to Malaysia's economic growth in the services, manufacturing and agriculture sectors. 
"This development is supported by 341,152 SMEs registered with the Companies Commission of 
Malaysia in 2011, and this figure is four times the number of SMEs in Johor in 2010.  

"This drastic increase since 2010 shows the high level of entrepreneurship among SMEs in Iskandar 
Malaysia," he said. According to Ismail, the growth of investments in Iskandar Malaysia has also 
generated an increase in economic activities and correspondingly, further demand for employees 
from Johor. From 2007 to 2012, a total of 554,796 jobs were created in Iskandar Malaysia, both in 
the nine promoted sectors as well as property, construction and retail. "In order to meet the 
demand for specialised skills, we have several programmes such as the Iskandar Malaysia Creative 
Industry Talent Development Programme, Finishing School for Hospitality and Tourism, and Oil and 
Gas Sectors, National Talent Enhancement Programme (NTEP), Career, Business and Skills Carnival 
(KEPAK) and Talent Outreach Programme," he said. Ismail said in 2013, a total of 98,440 were 
created in Iskandar Malaysia, comprising 15 per cent skilled, 20 per cent semi-skilled and 65 per cent 
low/unskilled jobs. The Electrical and Electronics sector accounted for 46 per cent of the jobs 
created (for production operators) followed by Construction (27.9 per cent), Food & Agro (12.6 per 
cent) and Hospitality & Tourism (8.3 per cent). Last year, 11,180 job opportunities were filled up, he 
said.-- Bernama 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/irda-awards-76pc-infra-projects-iskandar-bumi 

 

‘Green tech plan to spur economy’  

BY ILI LIYANA MOKHTAR - 17 OCTOBER 2014 @ 8:16 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Green Technology Master Plan, to be launched soon, will serve as the driver of 
growth for investments in green technology. Deputy Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin said 
Malaysia had always recognised the importance of green technology and sustainable development 
and the government would continue focusing on green technology to spur the country’s economic 
growth. He said the government believed in promoting investments for green growth would also 
address environmental challenges faced by the global community, including climate change and 
resource depletion. “The green technology master plan, to be launched soon, is a testimony to our 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my
http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/irda-awards-76pc-infra-projects-iskandar-bumi


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  31 

intention to provide direction and motivation to boost promising investments in green technology. 
“All of us are players and users of natural resources. We are responsible for protecting the 
environment.  

“We must work together and continue to find ways to promote green products and lifestyles,” he 
said in his keynote address at the 5th International Greentech and Eco-products Exhibition and 
conference (IGEM2014). Muhyiddin said according to the United Nations Environmental Programme 
and the International Labour Organisation, the world demand for environmentally friendly products 
and services was about US$1.37 trillion (RM4.4 trillion) in 2008. The figure, he added, would likely 
double in 2020. Muhyiddin also urged the United Nations Committee on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) to consider providing assistance in terms of financial resources, capacity 
building programmes and environmentally sound technology transfers, to developing and less-
developed nations where human expertise and resources were limited.  

IGEM 2014 is an exhibition and conference featuring 200 exhibitors from over 20 countries 
showcasing the latest green technology products and services. Organised by the Energy, Green 
Technology and Water Ministry together with Malaysian Green Technology Corporation, it is set to 
attract 60,000 visitors and generate 1.2billion in business leads. Also present was Energy, Green 
Technology and Water Minister Datuk Seri Maximus Ongkili,his deputy Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid 
and Malacca Chief Minister Datuk Seri Idris Harun. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/%E2%80%98green-tech-plan-spur-
economy%E2%80%99 

 

 

M’sia recognise the importance of green tech and sustainable development: DPM  

BY ILI LIYANA MOKHTAR - 16 OCTOBER 2014 @ 12:14 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has always recognise the importance of green technology and sustainable 
development, Deputy Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin said today. In his keynote address at 
the 5th International Greentech and Eco-Products Exhibition and Conference (IGEM2014) Muhyiddin 
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noted that the government continued to focus on green technology as an important enabler to 
achieve national economic growth. " The soon to be launched green technology master plan are 
further testimonies of our earnest intentions to provide direction and motivation for the growth of 
promising investments in green technology," he said  

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/m%E2%80%99sia-recognise-importance-
green-tech-and-sustainable-development-dpm 

 

 

Bandar Tasik Amanjaya to adopt green city concept  

9 OCTOBER 2014 @ 5:21 PM  

TRONOH (Perak) The green city concept will be one of the key features in the development of the 
mammoth 586.8 hectare Bandar Tasik Amanjaya township here. Putrajaya Perdana Bhd executive 
chairman Datuk Rosman Abdullah said green spaces water bodies would cover 23 per cent of the 
township, a high percentage for a housing and commercial development. He said Putrajaya Perdana 
would capitalise on its experience in applying the green city concept in developing housing schemes 
worth RM10 billion to date in the Bandar Tasik Amanjaya project, an integrated township comprising 
housing, commercial, educational and recreational facilities. "We will emphasise on environment-
friendly and green technology to ensure sustainable development," he said at the launch of the 
Bandar Tasik Amanjaya project by Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Zambry Abdul Kadir, here 
today. State-owned Menteri Besar Incorporated (MB Inc) and Ipoh City Development Sdn Bhd, a 
subsidiary of Putrajaya Perdana Development, has signed a joint venture agreement to develop the 
township, formerly known as the Kinta Lake District.  

Rosman said the gross development value of the township worth RM2.2 billion entailed the 
construction of 4,000 housing units over the next 15 years while the population was expected to 
grow to 20,000. He said the housing development comprised 2,486 apartment units, 400 
condominium units, 200 retirement village units, 607 units of terrace houses, 349 units of semi-
detached houses, and 250 bungalows, apart from 250 shops, a street mall and an educational 
institute. The development will be based on the concept of continuous development to keep abreast 
with changing times without compromising the ability of the next generation, he added. Rosman 
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said the township would provide a holistic residential component to encourage an active lifestyle 
and ample space for community and recreational activities. On security, he said the developer would 
ensure the road network would integrate with all modes of transportation with emphasis on safety 
for vehicles, motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.  

A recreational park, a commercial centre and a public transport network will also be provided at the 
township which will be developed in phases with the first phase comprising 238 units of terraced 
houses costing RM50.7 million scheduled for completion in the fourth quarter of 2016. Located near 
the Malaysian Youth Development Academy, Universiti Teknologi Mara Seri Iskandar and Universiti 
Teknologi Petronas, the township will be linked to the Ipoh-Lumut Expressway, the North-South 
Expressway and the West Coast Highway.-- Bernama 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/bandar-tasik-amanjaya-adopt-green-city-
concept 

 

Mega boost to construction sector  

BY BILQIS BAHARIKUALA LUMPUR - 9 SEPTEMBER 2014 @ 11:36 PM  

THE construction sector is expected to record another 10 per cent growth this year due to the 
ongoing mega government projects. Master Builders Association Malaysia (MBAM) president 
Matthew Tee said the growth, which has been consistent since 2012, will be sustained in the future 
on the back of mega projects, such as the Tun Razak Exchange, Warisan Merdeka, Line 2 of the Klang 
Valley Mass Rapid Transit and West Coast Expressway. “These projects are yet to start ... so I don’t 
think the number of construction projects would drop in the next few years. There should be a 
consistent growth in the industry moving forward,” he said during MBAM’s visit to The New Straits 
Times Press (Malaysia) Bhd office, here, yesterday. MBAM vice-president Thomas Samuel said from 
2015 onwards, the local construction industry needs to grow organically, whereby the capabilities of 
companies will have to be improved.  

“We need to build up more the professional talent and, at the same time, solve the labour-related 
issues,” he said. He added that cash flow could be a serious issue for construction players next year 
as costs of materials like cement, steel, bricks and labour will be subjected to the Goods and Services 
Tax. Samuel said the reduction of high import duties and sales tax of heavy construction machinery 
and equipment is urgently needed to help encourage the use of new machinery in the construction 
sector. He said the new equipment and machinery will enhance productivity and reduce dependence 
on foreign workers and help improve safety initiatives. MBAM has been appealing for duty reduction 
for construction machinery since 2006. Meanwhile, Tee said the construction sector remains highly 
dependent on foreign labour due to a lack of use of new machinery and equipment. Ironically, the 
sector is facing shortages of labour as well as maintaining skilled construction personnel. “If we 
could import the new machinery into Malaysia, we could not only reduce the dependency on foreign 
labour but also open more job opportunities to the locals,” he said.  

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/mega-boost-construction-sector 
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Green solution to manhole covers  

24 AUGUST 2014 @ 8:01 AM  

MISSING manhole covers are a common occurrence in the country, particularly urban centres. It is 
vandalism, and dangerous at that. Fifth-formers Lutfir Rahman Mohd Izani and Faiq Hazim found out 
that such thefts are not unique to Malaysia but have also caused fatal accidents in countries such as 
India and China. The students from Maktab Rendah Sains MARA (MRSM) Kota Putra, Terengganu 
looked for a cost-effective and eco-friendly solution which they submitted to the 2014 edition of 
Google Science Fair, a global online science and technology competition. Their project — Jute-
reinforced Polyester to Replace Steel Manhole Covers proposed a greener, more sustainable 
solution to replace steel manhole covers -— won a prize in the inaugural Local Award category. They 
had focused their research on reinforcing a polyester matrix with jute fibres to improve its 
mechanical properties in terms of compressive and flexural strength to save money, energy and non-
renewable resources in the process. 

 "Faiq and I have been roommates since Form One and we share a keen interest in science,” said 
Lutfir Rahman who is from Bangi, Selangor. Last year, under the MRSM school-wide enrichment 
model project, they and two other students researched into composite polymer, which reinforces 
pure polypropylene with coconut coir fibre. They went further by using this composite to make 
clothes hangers. This product won a prize in the Best Research-Based category. “It wasn't the top 
prize but it spurred us to continue research into this area." Then Lutfir Rahman and Faiq chanced 
upon the Google Science Fair 2014 announcement on the Internet and collaborated with Universiti 
Sains Malaysia (USM) on the project. "Initially, we wanted to produce a lalang polypropylene hybrid. 
But after consultations with the supervisor, Professor Hazizan Md Akil of USM's School Of Material 
and Mineral Resources Engineering, we decided on making jute reinforced polyester,” said Faiq, a 
Kelantanese from Wakaf Baru, whose achievements include being a finalist at the 2013 National 
Spell-It-Right Challenge.  

“Further into our research, we found out that there are a lot of uses for this product that no one has 
tapped into." They produced a Fibre-Reinforced Polyester Composite (FRPC) using a pultruder 
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machine. "We ran a flexural and compressive test on the specimen to compare its mechanical 
properties with pure unsaturated polyester rods. Four specimens were tested to calculate the 
average of the data for consistency," said Lutfir Rahman, adding that they then tested the specimens 
using an Instron Universal Testing Machine at USM. Both tests supported their theory — jute 
reinforced polyester is better than pure polyester resin. "We hope to incorporate them into steel 
products such as manhole covers, bed frames and more as long as the product has a constant cross-
section. By doing so, we hope to conserve fossil fuels and reduce maintenance costs for steel," 
added Faiq.  

Google Malaysia head of marketing Matthew Zaheen said the Local Award category celebrates 
projects that attempt to address a local issue and receive a mark of excellence during preliminary 
judging. “We believe that universal access to technology and information transcends borders and 
makes the world a better place.” Lutfir Rahman and Faiq were awarded prizes worth US$1,000 
(RM3,000) and a trophy from Google. They have no immediate plans after the win as they are 
preparing for Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia. "This award will make a great mention in our university 
applications," said Faiq, while Lutfir Rahman nodded in agreement. The annual Google Science Fair is 
open to individuals and teams from ages 13 to 18. It champions young scientific talent and give 
students across the world a chance to showcase ideas. For details, visit 
www.googlesciencefair.com/en/ 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/green-solution-manhole-covers 
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Sustainable cities the answer to urban woes 

BY DR AHMAD IBRAHIM - 21 AUGUST 2014 @ 8:07 AM  

THE world’s urban areas are growing. So are their problems. Rural urban migration is set to be a 
major challenge. How will cities cope with the housing pressure of a growing urban populace? How 
will cities manage the complex mobility demand? The build-up of waste can be daunting. How can 
they be efficiently disposed of, or better still, harnessed as a resource? Many in the developed world 
are already engaged in regular discourses to look for the right technological answers. The Academy 
of Sciences Malaysia recently completed a study under its Megascience Flagship, looking at some of 
the key infrastructure issues 50 years from now. How can we achieve sustainable growth? Many are 
aware that scientists are busy investigating how cities can develop with sustainability. Many believe 
the clever use of information and communications technology can help. Many may not realise it but, 
today, already more than half of all the people live in cities. And, it has not shown any sign of 
stopping. In Germany, the proportion has reached 74 per cent.  

It has been reported that megacities like Tokyo and Mexico City have long surpassed the 10 million 
mark. Therefore, any effort to build sustainable economies has to begin in the cities. There are 
certainly many approaches. But many believe what is missing is a strategy to connect all these 
individual efforts into an overall design. Coordination is undoubtedly the biggest challenge. There 
are cities already some ways ahead of others in practising sustainability. Most are in the developed 
economies. Cities in the developing world may not look at sustainability as high priority. They may 
regret it as the costs to start doing it now may be much lower than to delay. Copenhagen, for 
example, had begun constructing a district-wide heating network decades ago.  

Since then, 98 per cent of all the buildings there are being heated with environmentally friendly 
energy. For our country, we may want to look at a district-wide air-conditioning network using more 
sustainable energy. The city-state of Singapore is another example. It purifies large quantities of 
waste water to alleviate its drinking water problem. Tokyo, on the other hand, has in place a 
specialised logistics system. Lorries there do not head for every individual shop, but instead, drop off 
their cargo at small logistics centres. This reduces traffic and, therefore, improves productivity. 
Germany is one country that has been introducing innovative ideas to manage cities in a sustainable 
way. Berlin, for example, has organised numerous innovation projects. Kuala Lumpur may want to 
take a leaf from the innovations that have changed Berlin. There, the online platform “infrest” went 
live on the Internet a year ago. 

Every company can now easily check where conduits for water, sewer, power and telephone lines 
run in the city and where sections of streets are supposed to be excavated for repair work. The 
advantages are obvious. Previously, it could happen that construction workers would dig a hole 
where their colleagues had just filled one in. This must sound familiar to Kuala Lumpur folk. The lack 
of coordination not only consumes resources but also costs money. Not to mention the 
inconvenience to road users. It is a fact that when laying cables, the biggest cost is the construction 
work. Imagine the savings if the work is better coordinated. Already we have seen signs of Kuala 
Lumpur bursting at the seams. This is not just due to rural-urban migration, but also as a result of 
the increasing flow of immigrants. City transport, though still not as chaotic as busy Jakarta and 
Bangkok, may be heading that way if solutions are not put in place early.  
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The Mass Rapit Transit system should bring some relief. The situation is especially serious whenever 
it rains. There is still no solution to flash flooding. Dealing with the massive volume of garbage is 
another challenge for Kuala Lumpur. Landfills take up too much land while incineration, which is 
supposed to be the optimal solution, faces a lot of opposition from environmental non-
governmental organisations. As is the case with the other megacities of the world, Kuala Lumpur 
desperately needs good research to help in its planning. One common approach is to deploy systems 
analysis, which would integrate all the processes of managing Kuala Lumpur into one. Only then can 
the city grow with sustainability. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/sustainable-cities-answer-urban-woes 

 

 

Cyberjaya to be elevated to global technology hub  

BY FRANCIS DASS - 20 AUGUST 2014 @ 11:23 PM  

CYBERJAYA will be transformed into a global technology hub with a new blueprint comprising a new 
Cyberjaya City Centre development. It will have a gross development value of RM9 billion when it is 
completed between eight and 15 years from now. Finance Ministry secretary-general Tan Sri Irwan 
Serigar Abdullah said this is part of the government’s plan to revitalise the originally envisioned 
information and communications technology (ICT) hub, when it was launched in 1996. Speaking to 
reporters after chairing a meeting on the “Blueprint for Elevating Cyberjaya to a Global Tech Hub” 
here, yesterday, Irwan Serigar said the Cyberjaya Global Tech Hub Blueprint, which is currently 
receiving feedback and input from stakeholders and government entities, will be presented to Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak. Irwan Serigar, who is also Cyberview Sdn Bhd chairman, said an 
array of projects, flanking the rejuvenated cyber city, will also be developed.  

He said there will be focus on affordable housing with PR1MA houses, a 500-bed public hospital, a 
new mosque scheduled to open in January and also a “400m walkalator” connecting Cyberjaya to 
the proposed MRT link at Putrajaya Sentral. State-owned Cyberview is the land owner of Cyberjaya 
and manager of the new CyberJaya City Centre initiative. Setia Haruman Sd Bhd is said to be 
responsible for overseeing the overall development work as Cyberjaya’s master developer. Also 
present at the media briefing was Cyberview managing director Faris Yahaya, who said Cyberview 
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has revised its policies and has stopped selling land since Irwan Serigar joined its board of directors 
in November 2012. The new mantra for the firm is to co-develop land, and the new mandate is to 
move from being a real es-tate player to a technology player. “The premise of the policy-change is to 
ensure the sustainability of the company. The new business model for Cyberview is to do joint 
ventures because we don’t want to lose the land and we have to be more strategic in our approach,” 
he said.  

Faris said Cyberjaya City Centre, which is key to the new Cyberjaya masterplan, will benefit greatly 
from the proposed high-speed rail (HSR) and MRT line which will pass through neighbouring 
Putrajaya Central. The elevated walkalator, he said, will be able to house shops and commercial 
outlets. Prior to the new masterplan for Cyberjaya, Cyberview’s board of directors discussed the 
need for a new mandate for the ICT hub last December. Following that, the company engaged 
Roland Burger Strategy Consultants, a Germany-based global strategy consulting firm, in April this 
year to conduct a 10-week study and come up with the blueprint for a new masterplan for 
Cyberjaya. Cyberview’s board is scheduled to sit again in September to view the proposal and upon 
approval, will be forwarded to the Economic Council under the Economic Planning Unit at the Prime 
Minister’s Department for the green light. Roland Burger’s recommendations to give Cyberjaya a 
competitive edge include focusing on five ICT areas, namely information security, creative content, 
mobile Internet, cloud computing, big data analytics and four non-ICT sectors: green technology, 
biotechnology, wearable technology and smart grid technology. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/cyberjaya-be-elevated-global-technology-hub 

 

Plan for industrial eco-park  

BY FAIRUZ MOHD SHAHAR - 18 AUGUST 2014 @ 8:07 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR: THE Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government Ministry plans to build an 
ecological industrial park in the Klang Valley to boost the quality of the environment. Its minister, 
Datuk Abdul Rahman Dahlan, said the park will feature a primary industry and waste generation 
centre to enable primary industrial waste to be reused by secondary industries. “We want to 
emulate developed countries like Denmark and Japan which have created their own ecological 
industrial parks. Denmark has its Kulundborg Eco-Industrial Park, while Japan has Kawasaki Eco Town 
and Kitakyushu-Eco Town. “We plan to start building the park in two years’ time. We have not 
determined the location yet as we need to study the site first. It must be a site where industries are 
willing to be relocated. We will refer this matter to the ministries and agencies.  

“We want to encourage the use of green technology in line with the National Green Technology 
Policy led by Energy, Green Technology and Water Ministry,” he said after launching the 
Comprehensive Action Plan for Solid Waste Management 2015-2020 at Everly Hotel, here, recently. 
The plan was an initiative by Solid Waste Management and Public Cleansing Corporation (PPSPPA), 
aimed at providing a comprehensive, integrated, cost-effective and sustainable solid waste 
management system. It is a continuation of the strategic plan which was launched in June and a 
foundation of solid waste management facilities in the country.  
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PPSPPA chief executive officer Datuk Ab Rahim Md Noor said the plan would be a guideline for 
development, construction and industrial sectors on managing their waste efficiently. “The plan 
outlines strategies to manage wastes based on type, such as food, household, electric and 
electronic, plastic, industrial, construction and refuse derived fuel, which are sources of fuel that can 
be renewed.” He said the focus was on ways to educate society, with aim of transforming it into one 
that is “environmentally ethical”. “We had also launched the One Person One Idea initiative, in 
which every employee in PPSPPA is required to come up with innovative and creative ideas to 
manage waste properly and which can be carried out by the corporation,” said Rahim.  

Rahman said the the main challenge was to encourage the practice of the reduce, reuse and recycle 
(3R) in society. “This campaign is important to ensure that waste, particularly domestic refuse, can 
be disposed of effectively. According to data, 33,000 tonnes of domestic solid waste is produced 
daily.” He said, on average, 26,000 tonnes of construction waste and 13,000 tonnes of industrial 
wastes are produced per day. “The corporation has to spend RM1.3 billion for waste collection and 
related activities. “Public awareness programmes should be intensified. We should increase 
educational and 3R programmes at petrol stations nationwide,” he said. Also present was the Urban 
Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government Ministry secretary-general Datuk Seri Arpah Abdul Razak. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/plan-industrial-eco-park 

 

 

I-Berhad seeks tie-ups with landowners  

23 JULY 2014 @ 12:35 AM 

I-BERHAD, the developer of i-City here, is eyeing more joint ventures with local partners to 
undertake urban development projects in its next phase of growth plan. I-Berhad deputy chairman 
Datuk Eu Hong Chew said the company was scouring for landowners, owning between 12 and 20ha 
of land, to jointly develop the Malaysian MSC and tourism-concept development projects. Asserting 
that I-Berhad will not be buying land anymore, he said instead it will enter into partnership with 
potential landowners. “We are interested in projects that can be carried out over 20 years, thus 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my
http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/plan-industrial-eco-park


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  40 

ensuring landowners derive benefits from their land that will gradually go up in value,” he said after 
I-Berhad’s extraordinary general meeting, here, yesterday. Eu said I-Berhad is talking to a number of 
institutional investors on its ongoing RM702.3 million corporate exercise that will eventually reduce 
the equity stake of its major shareholder, Tan Sri Lim Kim Hong, who is I-Berhad founder and 
executive chairman, from 75 per cent to 60 per cent.  

“The corporate exercise is part of I-Berhad’s concerted plans to create more value for its 
shareholders and enhance the company’s share liquidity. We intend to enhance our shareholders 
profile to include institutional investors, to grow with us for the long haul,” Eu said. He said the 
group is expected to generate a revenue of RM500 million annually from its property development 
segment and over RM100 million from the leisure segment. He said this will be complemented by 
RM1 billion worth of investment in properties from CentralPlaza at i-City regional retail mall, car 
parks, data centres and three hotel projects. “In this context, one part of the corporate exercise is to 
raise funds that will enable I-Berhad to build up its investment property portfolio,” he said, citing a 
joint-venture with the Bangkok-based Central Pattana Plc for the construction of CentralPlaza at i-
City as an example.  

“This will be one of the major components of our property investment portfolio which will then 
boost our recurring revenue stream and improve our earnings sustainability,” he added. Eu said I-
Berhad has put in place a business plan that will ensure that the group will continue to achieve 
double-digit growth for many years while at the same time improve its return on investment. 
Commenting on I-Berhad’s maiden development outside i-City, Grand i-Residence in the heart of 
Kuala Lumpur, he said the project which has a gross development value of RM820 million, would be 
launched next month. Grand i-Residence will have 442 fully-furnished luxurious residential units with 
an average selling price of RM2,300 a sq ft. Bernama 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/i-berhad-seeks-tie-ups-landowners 

 

ENVIRONMENT: Install green features in mosque renovation  

17 JULY 2014 @ 8:09 AM  

KAMPUNG Baru in Kuala Lumpur is my birthplace as well as some of my siblings. After our father’s 
death, we stopped being “nomadic” (our late father was a police officer and we moved all over 
Malaya because of his postings) and settled down in Kampung Baru, which is also my mother’s 
village. Masjid Jamek in Kampung Baru was part of our adolescence, and we saw it “grow”. From a 
simple, and friendly mosque, it expanded to occupy all the land around it, and with each expansion, 
hardly any greenery remained except, perhaps, some palm trees. Now it is undergoing another 
facelift. I hate to see it become just another concrete building devoid of living plants to give colour, 
oxygen, shade, absorb carbon dioxide and dust, and provide beauty to the place. I also hope it is not 
too late for the mosque committee to ensure that it also has green features that will ensure the 
following: WATER is not wasted. How beautiful if all the waste water from the ablutions be flowed 
into a pond which will beautify and cool the surroundings and support life in the form of fish and 
water plants. 
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Rainwater harvesting tanks should be installed and the water can be used to clean the mosque, flush 
the toilets, and water trees and plants. Rainwater can even be used for ablution, as is the norm in 
Sabah. It will help the nation, especially during dry spells. Aerators should be fixed to taps so that the 
volume of water used during ablution is reduced (following the teaching of Prophet Muhammad); 
ELECTRICITY use kept to the minimum with energy efficient lighting and installation of eco-friendly 
huge fans that cool without high consumption of electricity. The fans should replace chandeliers. It 
would be better if sun-lighting features are installed, so that during the daytime, artificial light will 
be kept to the minimum. It would be splendid if the mosque could generate energy if renovations 
include installation of solar panels on its roof.  

Hopefully, renovation work will keep the prayer areas open so that no air-conditioning will be 
needed; and, AN environmentally friendly mosque should also have some squatting toilets as these 
are more Islamic and users and cleaners will use less water, paper and detergent. The mosque 
should also be a place where income can be generated through recycling. Being Muslims, we should 
make efforts to make our earth more sustainable for living. A green mosque will also be the right 
place to educate Muslims on how to live a moderate lifestyle and not be wasteful, be it in food, 
water, energy, etc. Having a green mosque will also set an example for building more 
environmentally friendly mosques in Malaysia. Green development and green living has to be 
incorporated into other buildings too. When I balik kampung and visit Masjid Jamek, I hope it will 
have undergone a green change.  

Dr Zorina Khalid, Malaysian Nature Society Negri Sembilan-Malacca branch 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/environment-install-green-features-mosque-
renovation 

 

Promoting sustainable living  

BY JENNIFER THAM - 16 JULY 2014 @ 8:05 AM  

GEORGE TOWN: THE Green Residential Model Competition (GRMC) 2014 was held at the Gurney 
Paragon here recently. Organised by technology company Penang Seagate Industries (M) Sdn Bhd, 
the aim of the competition was to promote environmental sustainability awareness among the 
public. The competition was endorsed by the state government under its Cleaner, Greener Penang 
Programme and supported by the State Education Department. The competition was opened to 
more than 25 schools from all five districts in Penang. Nineteen teams were shortlisted for the final. 
Participants were required to produce a residential model using recycled items and a three-minute 
introductory video to elaborate on their project.  

“As a leading technology company, Seagate is always looking for ways to contribute back to society,” 
said Penang Seagate vice-president Tan Leong Hooi. “Other than going green in our own products 
and processes, the company also sees educating the public, especially the youths, as part of our 
responsibility,” he added. SMK Dato Onn Butterworth stood out among all teams to win the 
champion’s purse of RM5,000. State Local Government, Traffic Management and Environment 
Committee chairman Chow Kon Yeow gave away the prizes.  
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Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/promoting-sustainable-living 

 

 

Lafarge Malaysia launches construction development lab  

BY FOO EU JIN - 23 JUNE 2014 @ 11:57 PM  

PETALING JAYA: Lafarge Malaysia Bhd launched its construction development laboratory (CDL), the 
first in Southeast Asia, demonstrating the company’s commitment to “building better cities” in 
Malaysia.  The CDL, the sixth in the world, is strategically located in the Klang Valley and aims to 
promote construction efficiency by adapting innovative solutions to better meet Malaysian 
construction and building needs. Lafarge Malaysia president and chief executive officer Bradley 
Mulroney said the company is committed to contributing towards sustainable construction by 
providing the Malaysian construction industry, with solutions that can help promote construction 
efficiency.  “The CDL will enable us to test, adapt and tailor innovative solutions developed by the 
group’s research centre in Lyon, France.  

This will accelerate the development and delivery of offerings to better meet local construction 
needs. “Lafarge Malaysia expects to host experts from Lyon on a regular basis, who will be 
instrumental in technology transfer to Malaysia.  “Through the CDL, Lafarge is able to tap into its 
group’s global experience and technical know-how for the benefit of the local construction 
industry,” Mulroney said  at the CDL launch, here, yesterday.  He said the CDL will also serve as a 
collaboration hub for Lafarge Malaysia to work closely with stakeholders to further understand local 
needs and challenges.  “Architects, developers, engineers and others can come together to 
participate in the development and testing of new ideas and solutions. The company  plans to 
partner local universities to allow students to use its CDL in boosting concrete technology.” 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/lafarge-malaysia-launches-construction-
development-lab 
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