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IBS (2015): 

New Straits Times (NST): 

PM launches construction industry blueprint  

BY ZARINA ZAKARIAH AND NURADZIMMAH DAIM - 10 SEPTEMBER 2015 @ 4:10 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia's construction sector is expected transform into a new landscape with the 
Construction Industry Transformation Programme (CITP). The blueprint, which forms part of the 
11th Malaysia Plan, is a comprehensive implementation plan which encompasses 18 initiatives, 4 
strategic thrusts in Quality Safety and Professionalism, Environment Sustainability, Productivity as 
well as Internationalisation. Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said the construction industry will 
be one of the key sector that will propel Malaysia into prosperity and catapult it towards becoming a 
high-income nation.  

"The construction industry is expected to maintain its momentum and maintain a double digit 
growth this year after growing at 10.8 per cent and 11.8 per cent in 2013 and 2014 respectively. "To 
do away with dependency on foreign labour, the government has proposed to enhance human 
capital development by streamlining construction-related courses, creating a training map and 
curricula reviews for up-to-date content.  

"One of CITP's initiatives also aims to induce faster adoption of Industrialised Building Systems (IBS), 
mechanisation and modern practises," said Najib in his keynote address at the 14th International 
Construction Week before launching the blueprint today. The four strategic thrusts will transform 
and improve public and international image of the industry by the adoption of QLASSIC, raising the 
culture of safety and health, implement sustainable construction systems and practices as well as 
focus on key productivity drivers such as workforce, technology and process. 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/pm-launches-construction-industry-blueprint 

 

Transforming the construction sector  

BY ZARINA ZAKARIAH AND NURADZIMMAH DAIM - 11 SEPTEMBER 2015 @ 11:01 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR: MALAYSIA’S construction sector will be transformed into a modern, highly 
productive and sustainable industry under the Construction Industry Transformation Programme 
(CITP) blueprint launched by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak, here, yesterday. The CITP, 
spearheaded by the Works Ministry and Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB), also aims 
to strengthen Malaysian companies to compete with international players. “The construction 
industry has proven its mettle in terms of physical and economic achievements. But in order for the 
industry to sustain the virtuous circle, it must take a leap and transform,” said Najib when launching 
the CITP at the 14th International Construction Week.  

The blueprint, which forms part of the 11th Malaysia Plan, encompasses 18 initiatives under four 
strategic thrusts. The four thrusts focus on ingraining quality, safety and professionalism into the 
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industry; ensuring environmental sustainability measures are in place at the design, construction and 
subsequent maintenance of buildings, cities and infrastructure; raising overall productivity level of 
the industry; and, focusing on improving the competitiveness and subsequent ability of construction 
players to internationalise. To ensure quality, for example, the CITP will push for adoption of the 
Quality Assessment System in Construction (QLASSIC), which measures the quality of workmanship 
in building construction. “The CITP targets to make QLASSIC mandatory in all government projects by 
2018. But I urge that all government projects start now and take the lead in implementing a high 
level of quality,” said Najib.  

More stringent requirements would also be introduced to ensure accidents and fatalities were 
significantly reduced, he said, adding that many clients and contractors had in the past overlooked 
the expenses needed to ensure adequate safety in the name of cost savings. The CITP envisions the 
Malaysian construction industry as a low carbon, sustainable building and infrastructure model, 
especially to Asean member countries. A Centre of Excellence for Sustainable Construction will be 
established to develop, promote and implement sustainable construction systems and practices. 
Irresponsible waste generation is another challenge that the blueprint will address. “By January 
2018, it will be mandated for contractors to comply with waste management programmes, as part of 
the requirement in Environmental Management Systems certification ISO 14001. This will be 
implemented in stages, starting with G7 category contractors,” said Najib.  

Productivity improvement, meanwhile, will focus on three key drivers — workforce, technology and 
process. “To do away with dependency on foreign labour, the government has proposed to enhance 
human capital development.” One of the CITP initiatives aims to induce faster adoption of 
Industrialised Building Systems (IBS) by establishing economic mechanisms and modern practices. 
CIDB chief executive officer Datuk Seri Judin Abdul Karim said it was time the nation moved away 
from a labour-based construction sector towards a mechanised, automated and advanced one. “A 
large proportion of the construction workforce consists of low-skilled foreign labour and solutions 
must come now to have a more healthy and productive industry. One of them is to invest in 
machines (IBS) which will reduce dependency on foreign workers.” 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/transforming-construction-sector 
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IBS usage in Malaysia’s construction sector still low: MIDA  

11 MAY 2015 @ 8:01 PM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Despite being in the industry for almost 50 years now, the adoption of 
industrialised building system (IBS) in the construction sector is still low and represents only about 
15-20 per cent of the overall projects in Malaysia. Malaysian Investment Development Authority 
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(Mida) deputy chief executive officer, Datuk Phang Ah Tong, said the fragmented and disconnected 
construction supply chains were the leading causes of the limited uptake. He said the IBS supply 
chain required close control of materials and resources management to ensure continuity and time 
delivery. This called for Mida and the Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) to find ways 
to promote and enhance the IBS adoption in Malaysia, he said. Phang said MIDA is now taking an 
ecosystem approach just like any other industries it is promoting such as semiconductor, solar and 
medical devices to enable it to be more focus and to identify the gaps.  

The ecosystem approach involved developing every part of the IBS value and supply chains, starting 
from designers, manufacturers, contractors and developers and to fill the gaps whether in terms of 
technology, materials or incentives, he said. "Slowly and surely we will see the rate of adoption 
increasing," said Phang at a press conference here, today, in conjunction with a 'Dialogue on 
Enhancing the IBS' in collaboration with CIDB. He said he did not see a reason why Malaysian could 
not adopt it when it was successfully implemented in other developed countries such as Japan, Italy, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, Australia, the United States, and even Singapore. "At present, IBS 
contruction is gaining traction as a mainstream method in the industry and its implementation has 
moved from prefabrication towards mecahnisation, automation and robotic applications. "Once the 
competition sets in, it is a matter of time that the perception would change as using the technology 
will make construction faster and cheaper," said Phang.  

The construction industry contributed 3.9 per cent to the country's gross domestic product in 2014, 
and real estate accounted for a huge share of investment in the services sector at over 59 per cent 
valued at RM88.5 billion, he added. Despite its contribution, the industry is under constant pressure 
to improve its performance particularly in adopting better technology such as IBS as well as to 
reduce the employment of foreign workers, said Phang. Meanwhile, CIDB general manager, 
technology division, Noraini Bahri, said the use of IBS technology could reduce up to 50 per cent 
dependency on foreign workers which indirectly would also curtail the negative social impact related 
to foreign workers as well as lowering the outflow of the ringgit.  

She said CIDB had been championing various policies, incentives and programmes, and one of the 
goals in the roadmap was to maintain commitment on the use of IBS content in government as well 
as the private sectors. She said it was already mandated to have 70 per cent IBS content for 
government projects and CIDB was trying to mandate the use of 50 per cent score for the private 
sector. In Malaysia, she said about 1,700 buildings had used IBS as of 2014, most of which are 
government buildings. Noraini said the perception among the people on IBS technology being 
expensive, was of less quality and too standardised compared to conventional system were among 
the barriers that limited the adoption of IBS among private developers and this needed to be 
addressed. -- Bernama 

Read More : http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/ibs-usage-malaysia%E2%80%99s-construction-
sector-still-low-mida 
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Houses won’t be ready in time for monsoon season  

BY VEENA BABULAL - 22 AUGUST 2015 @ 11:00 AM  

KUALA LUMPUR: Half of the permanent houses to be built for victims of last year’s floods in Kelantan 
cannot be completed in time for the monsoon season at year-end due to outstanding land issues. 
Works Minister Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof told the New Straits Times that only 700 of the 1,410 
houses are expected to be completed by the deadline as a result of a hurdle it faced with the state 
government. As a result, up to 5,000 people displaced by the floods since last year have no choice 
but to spend several more months at National Security Council (NSC) shelters. As of this month, the 
snag has prevented 810 houses from being built in Kelantan, the hardest hit by last year’s rainfall 
and floods.  

The houses were meant for Kuala Krai (734) and Gua Musang (74), while in Pahang, similar issues 
prevented six houses from being built in Jerantut. “These 814 houses are subject to land availability 
and the settlement of these issues by the state government. “The ministry can only construct houses 
on land allocated by the state governments as all land matters are under their purview,” Fadillah 
said. The Federal Government had pledged RM500 million for rebuilding and RM10,000 per 
household for repairs but the disbursement has been hampered by bureaucratic red tape. The 
Kelantan government had come under fire earlier for its hesitance in giving suitable land to build 
houses for flood victims who did not have their own land. Fadillah said the Federal Government had 
resorted to buying land from private owners and using unutilised federal land to manage the 
setback.  

“We would like to appeal to all state governments to expedite the identification and alienation of 
land for the purpose of building these houses.” He said the ministry was using an Industrialised 
Building System to hasten the construction of the 74.3 square metre houses from 90 days to just 50 
days. So far, 117 houses have been completed in Kelantan, Pahang, Terengganu and Perak, while 
477 houses in Kelantan, Pahang and Terengganu are being built or in the pre-built stage. The process 
of buying land and managing acquisition for the houses required time as it was under a separate 
entity — the Post-Flood Recovery Unit — under the Prime Minister’s Department.   “After the 
completion of land ownership arrangements, the unit will issue a letter to the Public Works 
Department.” The letter will authorise the ministry to perform work planning, design, preparation of 
the bill of quantities and construction work.  

“This includes land surveying, construction of infrastructure such as roads, utilities and the 
construction of the houses.” He said that the houses would be built on higher ground on sites that 
were not affected by floods. They would also be constructed on 2.4m concrete stilts as the material 
is believed to be the most flood resistant. Fadillah said there was no such thing as a flood-proof 
house. The NSC had identified 1,983 houses damaged beyond repair or washed away by the floods 
last year. The state governments were supposed to build 573 houses while the ministry was tasked 
with building the rest. 

 

Read More: http://www.nst.com.my/news/2015/09/houses-won%E2%80%99t-be-ready-time-
monsoon-season 
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The Star: 

Published: Friday September 18, 2015 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Friday September 18, 2015 MYT 8:11:20 AM 

Good start but be bolder, SEC 

ALTHOUGH the Special Economic Committee (SEC) is new, many Malaysians expected a special 
package of policy measures to give more substantive backing to its mandate to “strengthen the 
fundamentals of the economy”. The SEC is made up of well-known experts with wide experience in 
the government and business sectors. They have gone through many economic cycles and 
contributed much to economic recovery solutions in the past. Hence, it is surprising that the SEC did 
not announce a policy package of structural changes to stop the current and steady weakening of 
our fundamentals, which include the falling ringgit! 

True, it’s not a case of “doom and gloom” as yet but neither is it all happy and bright. So the SEC has 
to be bolder and take the bull by the horns so that our economy is not gored. It is true that external 
factors that hurt our economy are beyond our control. But are we doing enough to solve our internal 
problems? Bank Negara governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Aziz has said that some domestic issues have 
affected confidence and need to be resolved. Are we taking enough tough measures to solve these 
domestic problems? Most will say no, so what can the SEC do now? 

The new RM28bil boost to the economy is nothing special. About RM20bil of it will be provided to 
revive ValueCap to boost the stock market. Bumiputra equity shares will hopefully rise, but how long 
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can ValueCap shareholders benefit from this shot in the arm? More importantly, how much will this 
stock market boost contribute to economic productivity and growth and how would it enhance the 
welfare of the bottom 40% of the poor in our country? 

 I would think this is the ideal time and opportunity to really introduce special policies to enable 
Malaysia to counter the internal and external challenges by making the country more open, more 
competitive, liberal and innovative. Abnormal times require abnormal and special treatment. We 
cannot tinker with the spoiled engine. We have to overhaul it or, better still, get a new engine of 
growth. This would be the time to boldly adopt the New Economic Model (NEM). The NEM was 
drafted by a highly reputable group of experts including some outstanding economists from abroad. 
But it has been unfortunately gathering dust so far. But perhaps the SEC is waiting for Budget 2016 
to make the big bang? I hope so. 

The SEC has to be commended for making a start in alleviating the problems faced by the poor. 
Hopefully, it will firm up its own fundamental strength and show that it can influence the 
Government to make more significant policy changes. Admittedly, some measures introduced by the 
SEC are welcome. The provision of 16 more 1Malaysia clinics this year and another 33 next year is 
most welcome as the rakyat, who are facing the brunt of the economic slowdown and rising costs, 
will directly gain from this essential medical service. Similarly, the opening up of 25 more Kedai 
Rakyat this year and 12 more next year will help. 

Youth housing schemes are welcomed and will benefit about 20,000 young married couples. Here, 
the SEC could take the lead to expand housing in a bigger way. Why not push for massive use of 
industrial building systems (IBS)? This way, we can do away with unskilled foreign construction 
workers and raise industrial wages for our own trained workers. About RM28bil is repatriated by 
foreign workers every year. Is this not a serious leak in our economy that needs urgent 
“adjustment”? 

The Government could provide tax incentives to use the IBS, and this can be incorporated in Budget 
2016. For unemployed graduates, the 1Malaysia Training Scheme (SLIM) and the Graduate 
Employability Management Scheme (GEMS) will be upgraded to train 10,000 graduates this year and 
15,000 next year. This is beneficial but why are we spending precious funds to train graduates who 
should have been made employable by the universities in the first place? The problem is none of our 
universities are listed among the Top 100, so how can we expect to get more employable graduates 
even when, ironically, the economy is facing severe shortage in skilled workers and talent? 

Can’t the Education Blueprint be implemented at a faster pace? More technical schools could be 
opened up to give our youth more productive employment. The SEC could recommend that the 
technically inclined students be given more scholarships, incentives and higher pay. Khazanah will be 
investing RM6.7bil “to support the economic measures” and growth. We already know from bitter 
experience that Government involvement in business can burn us up! And now we learn that 
RM4.5bil of this RM6.7bil will be spent on developing the Desaru tourist resort in Johor! Should this 
be our priority now? 

The SEC has made a good start but there was much hope for a faster and stronger take-off. 
However, it is still hoped that the SEC will make more significant proposals to restructure the 
Malaysian economy. We need further economic boosts to promote greater growth, income equity, 
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national unity and sustainability in the longer term! The SEC has to overcome more tough challenges 
and we all hope it will have the strength to deliver well and on time to remove the present gloomy 
and hazy outlook. 

TAN SRI RAMON NAVARATNAM 

Chairman, Asli Center of Public Policy Studies 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Opinion/Letters/2015/09/18/Good-start-but-be-bolder-SEC/ 

 

Double-digit growth for Malaysia's construction industry 

Wednesday, 16 September 2015 

By: EUGENE MAHALINGAM 

KUALA LUMPUR: The Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) is confident that the local 
construction industry will achieve a third straight year of double-digit growth in 2015, based on the 
number of projects undertaken year-to-date. CIDB corporate and business sector senior general 
manager Sariah Abdul Karib said construction projects undertaken last year totalled some RM160bil, 
comprising both public and private projects. 

“We’re still projecting double-digit growth. We’re confident we can achieve it despite the current 
market environment,” she told a media roundtable yesterday. “We’ve been achieving double-digit 
growth since 2012 and the momentum is still there.” In June, Sariah was quoted as saying that the 
construction sector was expected to grow 10.3% this year compared with 11.8% in 2014. It grew 
18.1% in 2012 and 10.6% in 2013. Separately, Sariah said CIDB expected productivity to increase by 
2½ times to US$16,500 (RM61,939) per worker by 2020. 

She said once the Construction Industry Transformation Programme (CITP), which was launched this 
month, picks up steam, productivity would be boosted by the modernisation of technology, with 
specific emphasis on building information modeling and industrialised building systems (IBS) as 
effort multipliers. Sariah said currently, all government projects exceeding RM10mil must 
incorporate IBS into their developments. “But it’s not 100% yet. Currently the utilisation rate is 
around 42%. 

“This is because a lot of projects are in remote areas and it is hard to bring technology into the 
areas,” she said. The CITP is a five-year plan to transform the construction industry by 2020 in the 
areas of quality, safety and professionalism, environmental sustainability, productivity and 
internationalisation. Meanwhile, CIDB chief executive Datuk Seri Dr Judin Abdul Karim said there was 
a need to reduce the number of foreign workers in the sector. “We could do with less. We need to 
mechanise the industry, whereby the machines can do the work of up to 10 people. Over-reliance on 
foreign labour also affects our competitiveness.” 

Judin said CIDB was working with Master Builders Association Malaysia to deal with the issue of 
foreign labour. The construction sector currently employs about 400,000 foreign workers. Judin also 
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said local companies need to be better prepared to be able to handle competition from foreign 
players. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/09/16/Doubledigit-growth-for-
construction-industry/?style=biz 

 

 

Published: Thursday June 18, 2015 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Thursday June 18, 2015 MYT 3:09:48 PM 

Precast concrete products maker eyes expansion 

KUCHING: Sarawak Consolidated Industries Bhd (SCIB), which manufactures precast concrete 
products and industrialised building system (IBS) components, is looking beyond Sarawak to expand 
its business. According to chairman Tan Sri Hamid Bugo, the group sees the need to expand its 
presence in other markets, like Sabah and Kalimantan, Indonesia. “The group has always been on 
the lookout of further expansion into new markets and sectors outside Sarawak where it is very well 
positioned and enjoys an excellent reputation,” he said. 

Hamid said the group had enhanced its manufacturing capacities at its three plants here, and was 
expected to deliver a sustainable financial performance in the next few years. In the past two years, 
he said the group had implemented a strategy to reposition itself in driving coinsistent growth, and 
that the management team had executed a medium term business plan to support the growth. “The 
improving market conditions in our core business, coupled with the growing demand of our 
products,bode well and gives us the confidence in the company’s future.” 

Reviewing the group’s 2014 performance, Hamid said its revenue grew by RM10.2mil or 19% to 
RM63.1mil from RM52.9mil in 2013 largely contributed by the increase in construction activities of 
both the government and private sectors as reflected by higher sales in precast concrete products 
and IBS products. Total production tonnage rose to 148,681 tonnes from 137,315 tonnes in 2013 as 
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a result in the increasing demand and sales of foundation piles and IBS products. Traditional 
products and IBS products contributed 87% and 13% respectively to the total production tonnage in 
the year under review. 

Despite higher turnover, Hamid said SCIB group incurred pre-tax loss of RM2.9mil due to impairment 
losses on trade receivables, inventories’ written down and share of associate company’s loss 
totalling RM5.6mil. However, he said, the company was confident on the full recovery of the 
impaired debts in due course. In the first quarter ended March 31, 2015, SCIB recorded group’s pre-
tax profit of RM1.3mil against RM90,000 in the previous corresponding period as revenue jumped to 
RM17.7mil from RM12.9mil. The improved earnings were attributed to higher sales of foundation 
piles and IBS components. 

Hamid said the group’s order book had grown to RM32mil as at last month, and that its focus now 
was to improve quality and reliability of its delivery of the products to clients. “We continue to work 
with major contractors on large construction projects and top property developers in the industry 
and to actively promote the usage and benefit of IBS in the projects,” he said, adding that the IBS 
products had received positive acceptance by the market. 

On this year’s prospect, Hamid said SCIB was bullish about its performance, adding that the company 
would be a beneficiary from the implementation of the Pan Borneo Highway’s upgrading project, 
new power transmission lines and water supply projects as well as other property development 
projects. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Metro/Community/2015/06/18/Precast-concrete-products-maker-
eyes-expansion/ 

 

Mida upbeat on new technology 

Tuesday, 12 May 2015    

PETALING JAYA: The adoption of new and relevant technology such as Industrialised Building 
Systems (IBS) will help promote global competitiveness among local players and reduce the 
dependency on foreign workers, according to the Malaysian Investment Development Authority 
(Mida). However, the implementation of IBS was still low in Malaysia, said Mida deputy chief 
executive officer Datuk Phang Ah Tong in a statement yesterday. 

“The industry’s dependency on foreign workers could be further reduced with the adoption of 
technology such as IBS. Ultimately, this will also curtail the negative social and cultural impact 
associated with foreign workers, as well as the lower outflow of the ringgit. “At the same time, IBS 
will contribute towards improving productivity, safety and competitiveness of the industry players, 
which, in turn, translates into economic gains and growth. “This is in line with Mida’s focus on talent, 
creativity and innovation, which will enhance the eco-system of the construction industry,” he said. 

Phang was speaking at a dialogue on “Enhancing the Implementation of IBS in Malaysia”. The event 
was co-organised by Mida and the Construction Industry Development Board. The half-day event 
aimed at nurturing the local construction players towards global competitiveness. Phang pointed out 
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that the Government had begun promoting IBS since 1999. This led to the establishment of the IBS 
Steering Committee in 2003 to drive the first IBS Roadmap (2003-2010) and the second IBS Roadmap 
(2011-2015). 

“Nonetheless, the implementation of IBS in Malaysia is still low compared with other developed 
economies such as Japan, Italy, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, the United States and 
Australia.” 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/05/12/Mida-upbeat-on-new-
technology/?style=biz 

 

Published: Thursday March 19, 2015 MYT 12:00:00 AM  

Updated: Thursday March 19, 2015 MYT 10:43:57 AM 

Prototype of affordable housing unit unveiled   

Bayer Co (M) Sdn Bhd on Monday announced the completion of a prototype house built at the 
Construction Industry Development Board’s (CIDB) Industrialised Building System (IBS) Show Village 
that is part of the Affordable Housing Project undertaken together with CIDB. The project is a result 
of a partnership established in 2013 between Bayer MaterialScience and CIDB to promote 
sustainable construction in Malaysia. 

Built on a 2,000sq ft site provided by CIDB, the model house, which was commissioned last August, 
was completed within five weeks. The project also marks the successful technical cooperation and 
knowledge sharing between Bayer and CIDB for a more sustainable construction sector in the longer 
term. “We are in the process of evaluating the implementation of this technology by building 200 
homes in Kedah, based on the concept of sustainability. The Energy Efficient building solution from 
Bayer MaterialScience will be combined with renewable energy solutions in close cooperation with 
other Bayer MaterialScience business partners such as Philips, Schneider and local builders,” said 
CIDB chief executive officer Datuk Seri Dr Judin Abdul Karim. 

Richard Northcote, executive committee member responsible for sustainability at Bayer 
MaterialScience said, “The completion of the model house brings us a step closer in our aim of 
contributing towards sustainable development and to enable better access to affordable and 
comfortable housing to those who most need it, especially low-income families. “We are delighted 
that Bayer MaterialScience’s expertise in products and technology for the construction sector, as 
well as our sustainable construction materials, are able to help make sustainable housing in Malaysia 
a reality.” 

Bayer MaterialScience is Bayer’s high-tech materials division and one of the world’s largest polymer 
companies. The company produces composite construction materials that have insulation properties 
to make homes cooler, flood- and fire-resistant, and able to withstand strong winds. Works Minister 
Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof, who was present to unveil the completed model house said, “This 
Affordable Housing Project is in line with the Government’s aim to build one million affordable 
houses for the people.  
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I am very pleased to see the strong collaboration between Bayer MaterialScience and CIDB to 
provide us with affordable solutions to tackle the issue of housing shortages and meet the need of 
both low-income segment of the population, as well as society at large”. With Bayer 
MaterialScience’s affordable housing solution, houses are built using lightweight polyurethane 
composite panels that can be installed easily and quickly. The solution enables construction time to 
be reduced as much as 35% compared with using precast concrete.  

The panels can also be easily loaded into standard family-sized trucks, to facilitate construction even 
in remote areas. The polyurethane panels have excellent insulation properties to make the house 
more energy-efficient by reducing temperature inside the house, leading to lower electricity 
consumption, as well as reducing carbon footprint. According to Judin, going forward CIDB would 
continue to leverage on Bayer’s technical know-how and expertise in line with its recently proposed 
establishment of a Centre of Excellence for Sustainable Infrastructure that would serve as a 
knowledge-sharing platform to promote better living conditions and community well-being. 
“Sustainability forms an integral part of Bayer MaterialScience’s business strategy, and we are firmly 
committed to the principles of sustainable development.  

We look forward to continuing to use our expertise in innovative products and technological know-
how to bring about affordable and comfortable housing and to partner with CIDB to drive 
sustainable construction in the country,” added Northcote. Other partners who contributed towards 
the development of the model house include PU Profile Sdn Bhd, a polyurethane products 
manufacturer that constructed the model house using Bayer’s expertise in innovative products and 
technology, Square Panels, and Philips Malaysia which sponsored lighting for the house. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Metro/Metro-Biz/2015/03/19/Building-it-better-Prototype-of-
affordable-housing-unit-unveiled/ 
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Iris sees development potential in countries in the Pacific 

Saturday, 21 February 2015 

By: FINTAN NG 

PROPERTY development will become Iris Corp Bhd’s biggest earnings contributor by 2017 should 
plans put in place over the last two years bear fruit. While it is still early days, the agreements and 
proposals of the last few years is certainly setting the company on that path. The technology-based 
conglomerate, better known for its smart card solutions for passport and other identity documents, 
is planning to develop property in Papua New Guinea’s (PNG) capital, Port Moresby, the 
neighbouring Solomon Islands and the tiny island-nation of Palau. This is in addition to inking 
another deal last month to jointly develop 11.69ha of land in Bukit Jalil, Kuala Lumpur with 
Technology Park Malaysia Sdn Bhd, a government agency and current projects joinly developed with 
other Malaysian government and state government agencies. 

Iris chief executive officer/group managing director Datuk Tan Say Jim sees a lot of potential in these 
countries located in the Pacific, given the need for quality residential and commercial properties. He 
jumped at an opportunity to develop property in PNG using Iris’ proprietorial industrialised building 
system (IBS) technology, called Koto, after a failed proposal to set up an e-passport system for the 
country. “I wouldn’t be surprised that property revenue will overtake trusted identification solutions 
turnover by 2017,” Tan tells StarBizWeek in Port Moresby recently. For the financial year ended 
March 31, 2014, the latest full-year available, trusted identification solutions’ revenue of RM391mil 
is approximately two-thirds of full-year revenue of RM573.23mil. Iris has eight divisions with trusted 
identification solutions the bread-and-butter of the group. In comparison, the group’s property 
development activities, which comes under the sustainable development division, posted RM75mil 
in revenue. 

Iris’ first property venture in PNG is Gerehu Heights, a 13ha gated project that it is jointly developing 
with Kida Maru Holdings Ltd with a gross development value (GDV) of RM300mil. In a private 
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preview last May of the first of the project’s four phases, the 50 units of single- and double-storey 
villas were sold out within two days with prices ranging from RM700,000 to RM1.6mil. The project is 
scheduled for completion by end-2016. The group also signed an agreement last September with the 
Central Province government and Jayacorp Holding Ltd to jointly develop a 303ha township located 
in the eastern extremities of Port Moresby known as Ilimo Estate with an estimated GDV of RM5bil 
to RM6bil. Also in the cards is a mixed project near the Solomon Islands’ capital of Honiara with an 
estimated GDV of RM1bil but that project has not been firmed up. Central Province is the area 
surrounding Port Moresby. 

The Port Moresby property market 

Tan’s optimistic view of the PNG property market is largely due to the dynamics of demand and 
supply as well as the nature of landholding in the South Pacific island nation, where most land is 
either communally owned or state-owned. As such, property development is restricted with activity, 
transactions and rentals largely restricted to Port Moresby. “I first came to PNG last September. 
When I looked at the houses that are being built or are available and the kind of rentals that are 
being commanded, I saw a tremendous opportunity,” he says. 

According to property experts in the country, only land that has been subdivided with individual 
titles and recognised as such by the government will have services such as roads and utilities. 
Because of such issues, subdivided prime land has a value premium and even wooden-and-zinc type 
residential properties on stilts can fetch from RM800,000 to well over RM1mil. Tan says it is not 
uncommon for middle-class Papuans including senior civil servants to live in such housing.  

In contrast, expatriates either live in the hilly suburbs next to the central business district 
overlooking the Coral Sea or in gated communities in the northern suburbs. Century 21 sales 
associate Thomas Hola says Gerehu Heights, with its planned 290 units of single-and double-storey 
units, is likely the largest project of its kind (by PNG standards) in the market. He says there are 
several game changers that Iris is bringing to the local property market besides the size of the 
project. “Most property launches will only have the 3D models of the units but with Gerehu Heights 
there is an actual show unit that potential homeowners can walk through and experience,” he says. 

Hola adds that most developers in Port Moresby selling to locals tend to build their houses close 
together and have not deviated much from the local wooden houses on stilts model or block 
residential units with a common corridor. He says examples of these projects include projects in the 
Castleknock, Carpenter and Yorkshire Estate neighbourhoods. These projects offer at most 20 units 
for sale. On the commercial property scene, the Waigani and Gordon districts to the north of the 
CBD has a mixture of non-descript single- and double-storey properties interspersed with together 
with a handful of malls. “Port Moresby needs more retail and warehouse properties,” Hola points 
out. The CBD is where multi-storey office and residential properties can be found. 

Another dimension to the local property scene is the security concern. Even housing on communally-
held land is enclosed by a barrier of some sort and barb wire is often seen along the perimeter of 
these properties. For expatriates, the security issue translates to higher rents in the few gated 
communities in the capital, with monthly rental for a double-storey semi-detached house of 
RM26,000 to RM32,000 not unheard of. 
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Pacific expansion 

Tan sees a future for Iris with its Koto technology in PNG and the surrounding Pacific nations. “There 
are a lot of Malaysians here and they are making good money developing property,” he says. Iris has 
a 75% stake in the Gerehu Heights project and a 51% stake in the Ilimo Estate township 
development. Margins is one reason why Tan sees a future for Iris’ property ventures in the region. 
“We’re looking at 300 kina to 350 kina per sq ft (1 kina:RM1.30) compared with RM120 back home. 
From the construction margins alone, I’m already very excited. The property development business 
is ultimately about the value of the land. I’ve two bites of the cherry, construction margins and 
property development profits,” he says. 

As for the Ilimo township project, Iris is looking to build 5,000 or 6,000 properties encompassing 
landed and highrise residential, commercial and industrial properties. A factory for the IBS panels 
used in the construction will also be built in the township. There are plans to ship these panels to the 
Honiara project site once the joint venture is firmed up. Tan says property development is only part 
of the group’s strategy in the region. Last April the group signed an agreement with Alvery Resources 
Ltd, to jointly develop 100,000ha of land in Oro province to the west of Port Moresby for agricultural 
and business purposes. Iris has a 35% stake in the venture. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/02/21/Iris-property-gambit-It-sees-
development-potential-in-countries-in-the-Pacific/?style=biz 
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Iris Corp plans RM130m property venture in Bukit Jalil 

Tuesday, 20 January 2015 

KUALA LUMPUR: Iris Corporation Bhd plans to invest RM130mil in a property joint venture with 
Technology Park Malaysia Corp Sdn Bhd in Bukit Jalil. Iris Corp said on Tuesday it had signed a 
teaming agreement with Technology Park to combine their resources to develop, build and manage 
a proposed residential development project on a parcel of land in Phase 3 TPM Bukit Jalil. “The 
company proposes to invest in an initial investment sum estimated at RM130mil for the 
implementation of the first phase of the project.  

“The estimated investment sum will be utilized for the project subject to and conditional upon the 
procurement of all approvals, fulfilment of conditions precedents and terms and conditions under 
the agreement,” it said. TPM is the beneficial owner of the land and it will provide 28.89 acres for 
the project. TPM shall sub-lease the land to the special purpose vehicle at a nominal consideration 
for the purpose of the project. 

“Iris Corp shall play the role of investor, contractor and developer and shall inject and provide the 
investment to construct, develop, complete and manage the project at its own costs and expenses,” 
it said. Iris Corp said the JV would enable it to expand its business by constructing residential 
accommodations (including but not limited to town houses and hostels) and high rise apartments 
using the IRIS-KOTO Industrial Building System (IBS). The target market for the residential units 
would be students. 

“This project will further synergise the efforts of the company and TPM in creating a holistic 
technology educational hub proposed to be established in TPM Bukit Jalil,” it said. TPM is a 
government agency under the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation (MOSTI). Its core 
activities are to provide a comprehensive technopreneur and enterpreneurship programmes for 
industry clusters in ICT, biotechnology and life sciences and providing advance engineering, ICT and 
incubation services.   

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/01/20/Iris-Corp-plans-RM130m-
property-venture-in-Bukit-Jalil/?style=biz 

 

Iris sees better performance in FY16 

Tuesday, 22 September 2015 

KUALA LUMPUR: Iris Corp Bhd anticipates a better performance for its 2016 financial year (FY16), 
driven by its trusted identification division, waste-to-energy incineration plant in Phuket, Thailand 
and property development segment. Its group managing director and chief executive officer Datuk 
Tan Say Jim, said the trusted identification division had submitted proposals in two countries. "We 
will hear news regarding the proposals within the next 90 days as we are actively pursuing it," he 
told reporters after the company's annual general meeting on Tuesday. 

For the financial year ended March 31, 2015, Iris Corp recorded a pre-tax loss of RM17.04mil 
compared with a pre-tax profit of RM35.08mil previously, while revenue amounted to RM564.49mil 
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from RM573.23mil. For the first quarter ended June 30, 2015, it registered pre-tax profit of 
RM1.18mil compared with a pre-tax loss of RM2.05mil in the same period a year ago while revenue 
was RM109.74mil against RM127.27mil. 

On its sustainable and affordable Iris Koto industrialised building system for property development, 
he said the company had launched a housing project in Papua New Guinea last year and would start 
developing it by the second half of 2016. Domestically, Iris has submitted a proposal to the 
government for a project in Putrajaya under the 1Malaysia Civil Servants Housing Programme. "We 
have submitted a proposal to the government and within the next 60 days, we should hear some 
news regarding it," Tan said. 

Iris had completed the Rimbunan Kaseh Smart Village projects for the government in five locations 
and had several other projects under construction, he said. The company is currently undertaking a 
project in Perak, will start the construction of a project in Sarawak and is halfway through the 
construction of the Rimbunan Kaseh Smart Village project in Kedah. – Bernama 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/09/22/Iris-sees-better-performance-in-
FY16/?style=biz 

 

Pesona tipped for RM250mil contract 

Monday, 23 March 2015 

By: NG BEI SHAN 

PETALING JAYA: Mid-sized contactor and developer Pesona Metro Holdings Bhd is tipped to be the 
frontrunner for a contract worth RM250mil in the Klang Valley, sources said. Sources said the final 
announcement for the mixed project should be out soon, without giving a definite timeline. “The 
company is targeting to boost its order book to RM1bil from RM580mil since it expanded its capacity 
last year,” he said. The contract would be the company’s second win this year. 

In February, the company bagged a RM172.73mil contract for roadworks from Gua Musang in 
Kelantan to Relong in Pahang. Works for the road project are expected to be over three years, 
starting March 17. The firm is actively tendering for new jobs worth RM1bil. 

The construction firm’s other projects include Port Klang bridge, the Election Commission building in 
Putrajaya, the Government Building Complex in Johor, a hostel for University Malaysia Perlis 
(UniMAP) and high-end service apartment, The Mews. Besides construction, the company produces 
industrialised building system components. It also manufactures polyurethane architecture 
moulding and decorative items, which are mainly exported to the European market. 

For its financial year ended Dec 31, 2014 (FY14), revenue was RM267.41mil or 9.92% lower 
compared with RM296.89mil in FY13. Net profit for the period was 30% down to RM8.22mil 
compared with RM11.72mil in the preceding year. The lower profit last year was mainly due to the 
completion of several projects as well as a depreciation charges following the purchase of 
construction machinery and equipment. Depreciation for the period jumped 68% to RM5.63mil from 
RM3.35mil in FY13. 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my
http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/09/22/Iris-sees-better-performance-in-FY16/?style=biz
http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/09/22/Iris-sees-better-performance-in-FY16/?style=biz


Malaysian Construction Industry News Articles  Innovacia Sdn Bhd 

www.innovacia.com.my  Experience Innovation. Outsource it to us. 
info@innovacia.com.my  18 

Meanwhile, the company’s cash and cash equivalents were lower at RM43.17mil versus RM70.8mil a 
year earlier. Earlier this year, chairman Datuk Lee Tuck Fook said the company wants higher 
recurring income to buffer its construction earnings. One of the moves it made was the acquisition 
of SEP Resources (M) Sdn Bhd for RM29.15mil. SEP Resources holds a 22-year concession for 
managing and maintaining the UniMAP building on top of constructing the hostel for RM129.8mil. 
Late last year, the company rewarded its shareholders with a bonus issue of one warrant for every 
two shares held. 

It declared a single-tier interim dividend of one sen, amounting to RM5.1mil, to shareholders. Its net 
asset per share stood at 17.4 sen as at Dec 31, 2014. Managing director Wie Hock Beng and non-
independent non-executive director Wie Hock Kiong are the largest shareholders, owning a 
combined stake of about 60% in the company. The counter closed unchanged at 82 sen on Friday. 

http://www.thestar.com.my/Business/Business-News/2015/03/23/Pesona-tipped-for-RM250mil-
contract/?style=biz 

 

 

The Malay Mail 

Najib: Government to boost human capital development to curb foreign labour 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 

 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said the Construction Industry Transformation Plan will serve 
as a platform for graduates from Akademi Binaan Malaysia, technical and vocational education 
training institutes to be hired as apprentices by industry players undertaking large projects. — 
Picture by Saw Siow Feng 
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 — Enhancing human capital development is one of the initiatives outlined 
under the Construction Industry Transformation Plan (CITP) to reduce dependence on foreign 
labour, Datuk Seri Najib Razak said.  

The prime minister said the proposed measures included streamlining construction-related courses, 
creating a training map to chart progress towards a skill trade, conducting curricula reviews, and 
ensuring up-to-date industry training content. “A specialist apprenticeship programme would be 
initiated,” he said at the launch of the five-day International Construction Week (ICW) 2015 themed 
‘Building A Greener Future’ theme here, today. Najib, who is also finance minister, said the 
programme would be a collaboration between the governing body and industry players. 

It will serve as a platform for graduates from Akademi Binaan Malaysia, technical and vocational 
education training institutes to be hired as apprentices by industry players undertaking large 
projects. One of the CITP’s initiatives is the introduction of a more stringent requirement to 
significantly reduce accidents and fatalities in the construction industry, he added. “This will ensure 
that all contractors bidding for a particular project to estimate adequately the costs to meet the 
safety and health requirement,” he said. 

As part of the CITP’s thrusts, he said a Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Sustainable Construction would 
be established to promote and implement sustainable construction systems and practices. Najib said 
the centre was part of the government’s targets to showcase the Malaysian construction industry as 
a low carbon, sustainable building and infrastructure model, especially to Asean countries. 

The CITP is also aimed at inducing faster adoption of Industrialised Building System (IBS), 
mechanisation and modern practices, he added.  “This, together with the use of other technologies 
already available, as well as, with a healthy dose of innovation, will place Malaysia’s construction 
industry in good stead to achieve continuous growth whilst providing a good foundation for 
Malaysia’s construction players to expand internationally,” he said. 

The prime minister expects the construction industry to gain a bigger number in the coming 11th 
Malaysia Plan as it recorded RM102 billion worth of projects in 2011 and grew incrementally to 
RM157 billion in 2014. He said the CITP, formed part of the 11th Malaysia Plan, was aimed at 
creating construction industry players that were sustainable at home and able to compete in the 
international arena. 

The CITP is a comprehensive implementation plan, encompassing 18 initiatives from four strategic 
thrusts, namely quality, safety and professionalism; environment sustainability; productivity; and 
internalisation. “Each of the four strategic thrusts seeks to transform and improve the public and 
international image of the industry,” he said. Present were Works Minister Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof, 
his deputy, Datuk Rosnah Abdul Rashid Shirlin, and Construction Industry Development Board chief 
executive Datuk Seri Judin Abdul Karim. — Bernama 

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/print/malaysia/najib-government-to-boost-human-capital-
development-to-curb-foreign-labour 
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MEA chief: Steady housing supply needed to make them more affordable 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2015 

 

Workers build homes and shops in a partially completed new township about 40km away from 
Pengerang Integrated Petroleum Complex in Pengerang, Johor, February 4, 2015. — Reuters pic 

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 23 — A steady supply of housing at affordable prices and measures to 
improve the efficacy of the construction industry to deliver them are needed to resolve the property 
affordability issue. Malaysian Economic Association (MEA) President Tan Sri Mohd Sheriff Mohd 
Kassim said the stakeholders needed to appreciate the problems and find ways to resolve them. “If 
we don’t deal with the problems now, they will get bigger,” he told Bernama on the sidelines of a 
forum titled “Does greater prosperity come with less housing affordability” here today. 

Organised by MEA, the forum was aimed at achieving a degree of convergence on what needed to 
be done to resolve the property affordability issue. Mohd Sheriff said the forum was prompted by a 
research on affordable housing conducted by the Khazanah Research Institute (KRI). KRI Managing 
Director Datuk Charon Mokhzani said if the issue is not resolved, property prices would keep rising 
across the country as what is happening in the capital and Penang. “Industry players should start 
looking for better ways of building houses, including using construction technology,” he said. 

National Housing Department director Murali Jayabalan hoped the government would provide an 
allocation in the 2016 Budget to build 10,000 more affordable houses on top of the 30,000 units 
approved nationwide last year. “The houses will be priced between RM45,000 and RM300,000,” he 
said. He said the government would come out with a paper on the industrialised building system 
initiative and set up a housing databank to address the affordable housing issue. — Bernama 

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/print/malaysia/mea-chief-steady-housing-supply-needed-to-
make-them-more-affordable 
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Protasco presents six houses to families affected by Kelantan floods (few images) 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 

 

Newly completed homes for Orang Asli flood victims in Kg Teranik, Gua Musang which were built by 
EPIC Homes and sponsored by Roadcare (M) Sdn Bhd. 

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 ― Three Orang Asli families from remote Kampung Teranik who lost their 
homes to the massive floods that struck Kelantan last December were presented with new homes 
recently.  Roadcare of Protasco sponsored the construction of three 800-square feet houses by EPIC 
Homes, a social enterprise that builds safe homes, for Orang Asli communities using a modular 
design and prefabricated panels and components. Since the floods struck in December, Nazri A/L 
Labai and his wife Sarinah A/P Acai had been sheltering in a narrow lean-to at a neighbour’s house 
with their four children, one of whom is handicapped. 

 

Part of the Orang Asli community in Kg Teranik, Gua Musang at one of the three houses built by EPIC 
Homes. 

“For almost eight months, we lived under the shelter of a piece of wood leaning against a wall,” said 
Sarinah. “Thank you for our new homes. We have new hope in life.” EPIC homes are designed to be 
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sustainable with rainwater harvesting and filtration, waste management systems built in. It took 
about two weeks to raise each of the three homes in Kampung Teranik, a small, isolated Orang Asli 
settlement, four hours' drive from Gua Musang, Kelantan. “We believe in rebuilding lives in the 
communities we operate in. Protasco has been actively involved in earlier post flood aid efforts. 
Now, it is time for proper rehabilitation,” said Datuk Ir Jamal bin Datuk Nasir, Chief Operating Officer 
of Roadcare (M) Sdn Bhd. “These new houses will provide much awaited safety and security for the 
18 affected flood victims,” he added. 

 

The back view of the temporary shelter belonging to single mother Puan Ruzaini. 

With four bedrooms, two toilets and one shower each, each family will have a spacious and 
comfortable home, added Nenggiri ADUN Mat Yusoff bin Ghani. Meanwhile, another three houses 
were also completed in Kampung Kolam Mas, Galas and handed over to their new owners last 
month. Single mum, Puan Ruzaini bt Abdullah receiving the key to her new house, presented by 
Galas ADUN, YB Ab Aziz Yusoff and Roadcare (M) Sdn Bhd. One of the new owners is single mother 
Ruzaini Abdullah who in with her three children ranging in ages from 17 to 22. 

 

Single mum, Puan Ruzaini bt Abdullah (in purple tudung) and her children in front of their new 
house, presented by Protasco and Roadcare (M) Sdn Bhd. 

Ruzaini, whose husband died 10 years ago, said the timing was perfect as her youngest daughter Nor 
Mashitah bt Zainal Abidin is sitting for her SPM examination this year. “It will be easier for her to do 
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her revision now.” Nor Mashitah added, “With a room to read in, I can focus better.” For the last 
eight months, a makeshift canvas has served as a temporary roof for this family. “Our neighbours 
have been very helpful in assisting with what we need every day,” Nor Masbitah said. 

The new house also provides the family with a greater sense of security. “Now we do not have to 
trouble our neighbours to look after our belongings when we are at work or in school. And we don't 
have to worry about our things getting wet when it rains.” said Ruzaini. All three houses in Kampung 
Kolam Mas were completed in time for the Merdeka celebrations. This means Roadcare, a subsidiary 
of Protasco would have built six new homes in total for flood victims in Kelantan. As part of Protasco 
Group’s mission to build and support sustainable communities, Roadcare team has plans in the 
pipeline to build more new homes for still displaced flood victims in Kelantan and other affected 
states. 

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/print/malaysia/protasco-presents-six-houses-to-families-
affected-by-kelantan-floods 

 

Prefabricated houses to be built for flood victims, says Fadillah 

JULY 09, 2015 

MACHANG, July 9 — The federal government will use the Industrialised Building System (IBS) to 
build permanent houses for flood victims in Kelantan. Works Minister Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof said 
the system would be extended to the state if the pilot project to build eight houses under the IBS in 
Pahang succeeded. “The IBS or prefabricated house is quicker to build, which is around 60 to 65 
days, compared to the conventional method of 75 days. However, the cost is still the same. 

“The federal government will make every effort to expedite the construction of the permanent 
houses for the flood victims, especially in Gua Musang and Kuala Krai,” he said. He said this at a 
press conference after a one-day working visit to Pasir Puteh and Machang, here today. Fadillah said 
the main challenge being faced in the construction process was the land issue in Bertam, Gua 
Musang and Lebir, Kuala Krai. 

“Even though there is no objection against the proposed sites, a problem occurs when investigation 
revealed that the sites were located in remote, forested and hilly areas. “To date, the construction of 
houses for 810 families in the two provinces is still pending because of the problem,” he said. He 
said the construction of 92 permanent houses had been completed so far, including 41 units in 
Kelantan while 298 units were still under construction.— Bernama 

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/print/malaysia/prefabricated-houses-to-be-built-for-flood-
victims-says-fadillah 
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168 permanent houses to be handed to Kelantan flood victims before Hari Raya 

MAY 26, 2015 

KUALA LUMPUR, May 26 — Of the 261 units of new permanent houses to be built by the federal 
government for flood victims in Kelantan, 168 will be handed over before Aidilfitri. The 261 units 
comprise the first phase of 1,255 housing units to be built by the federal government for flood 
victims in Kelantan. Meanwhile, seven units have been fully completed, according to a statement by 
the Post-Flood Recovery Unit (UPPB), Prime Minister’s Department (PMD), here, today. “In order to 
expedite the construction period, the new permanent houses will be constructed under the 
Industrialised Building System which enables a house to be completed in 30 days compared with 75 
days, if implemented conventionally,” the statement said. 

The statement was issued to clarify allegations by DAP National Organising Secretary Anthony Loke 
that the party had managed to build more houses to be handed over to the flood victims in Kelantan 
compared with the federal government. Anthony Loke was quoted by news portal The Malaysian 
Insider yesterday as claiming that Putrajaya could only build five houses for the Kelantan flood 
victims before Ramadan, compared with 22 houses built under the project ‘Impian Kelantan’ by the 
party (DAP) in collaboration with non-governmental organisations and that these were expected to 
be handed over to the owners on June 11. 

According to the statement, the federal government remains committed to its promise to build the 
1,255 new permanent house units, and repair 1,209 houses of flood victims in the state. “While 
there are some constraints in its execution because there is no land to accommodate as many as 580 
victims and the status of dubious land titles which involves 407 victims, the government is confident 
all this can be resolved quickly with the cooperation of the state government,” the statement said. 
— Bernama 

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/print/malaysia/168-permanent-houses-to-be-handed-to-
kelantan-flood-victims-before-hari-ray 

 

Hishamuddin: Two pre-fabricated bridges planned for flood-hit Pahang village 

JANUARY 03, 2015 

KUALA LIPIS, Jan 3 — A floating bridge, also known as a jetfloat, and a Compact Bailey bridge will be 
constructed soon to temporarily replace the Sungai Tanum Bridge in Kampung Aur Gading, which 
collapsed during the floods. Defence Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hussein said the 
construction of the jetfloat and the prefabricated bridge will be undertaken by the Malaysian Armed 
Forces and the Public Works Department. 

“The jetfloat is 50 metres long and two metres wide and can be used by motorcyclists and 
pedestrians only, while the Compact Bailey is 40 metres long and can be used by vehicles not 
exceeding 60 tonnes. “They are needed to enable the residents to enter and exit Kuala Lipis and to 
facilitate travel when schools reopen soon,” he told reporters during a visit together with Works 
Minister Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof to Kuala Lipis to inspect the damaged Sungai Tanum Bridge. 
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Fadillah and Hishammuddin also inspected two other bridges on the same river, which were 
damaged by the floods. The Sungai Tanum concrete bridge is the main route for Kampung Aur 
Gading villagers to travel to the Kuala Lipis town, which takes about half an hour. 

The collapse of the bridge has affected 3,000 residents of Kampung Aur Gading, Kampung Berkam 
and Kampung Bukit Betong from commuting and the only route now is via the Felda area, which can 
only be traversed by 4WD vehicles. — Bernama 

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/print/malaysia/hishamuddin-two-pre-fabricated-bridges-
planned-for-flood-hit-pahang-village 

 

The Sun Daily 

MOU signed to raise IKBN trainees' employability factor 

Posted on 6 August 2015 - 07:27pm 

Last updated on 6 August 2015 - 10:50pm 

Shahrim Tamrin 

newsdesk@thesundaily.com 

 

Khairy Jamaluddin speaking during the MOU signing between KBS and GAMUDA Berhad at KBS 
Tower. SUNPIX by ZULFADHLI ZAKI 

PUTRAJAYA: National Youth Skills Institute (IKBN) trainees will undergo internship and enhance their 
employability in the construction industry as a result of collaboration between the government and 
one of the country’s construction giants. In a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed 
between Youth and Sports Ministry and Gamuda Berhad today, 140 IKBN trainees will be given on-
the-job training in various construction and technical segments such as electrical, scaffolding, 
tunnelling, safety and health, dam surveying and industrial building system (IBS). 
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“This also includes ‘training the trainers’ programme for six people. I am pleased with this 
collaboration since the IKBN trainees will also be exposed to tunnelling works, a rare technology in 
this country in view of the Mass Rapid Transit project,” said Youth and Sports Minister Khairy 
Jamaluddin after witnessing the MOU signing at the ministry this morning. In addition, he said, the 
ministry has conducted two phases of 21-day fast track boot camp training on scaffolding for 80 
trainees at IKBN Bachok and Chembong to prepare the trainees to be industry ready in the oil and 
gas sector. 

As a result, a total of 79 trainees have secured employment with four oil and gas companies with 
basic monthly wage ranging from RM1,700 to RM2,700 for projects in Sarawak, East Coast of 
Peninsular and India. “The government wants the IKBN trainees to have the 100% employability 
factor when they complete the training,” he said, adding that boot camp training for golf service and 
management was also conducted with Nilai Spring Resort. 

Gamuda Berhad managing director Datuk Lin Yun Ling said such internship programmes would 
nurture skilled local workforce and create a win-win situation for the construction industry. “The 
value is much better for sustainability. It is a big advantage for us when you are able to develop 
human resource for the long term period. To bring in foreign labour is also not very cheap. We need 
to add on to salary, levy charges, medical and the cost to bring them from other countries. “The 
foreign workers come and go since they can only stay for five years. The value is much better when 
you train the local workers because we never underestimate our local resources,” said Lin. 

http://www.thesundaily.my/news/1512498 

 

CIBD-Bayer's new solutions brings down property prices 

Posted on 17 March 2015 - 05:38am 

By Lee Weng Khuen 

sunbiz@thesundaily.com 

KUALA LUMPUR: A joint initiative between the Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB) and 
Germany-based Bayer MaterialScience for affordable housing solutions will see lower prices for 
properties, said CIDB CEO Datuk Seri Judin Abdul Karim. According to a prototype house at CIDB's 
Industrialized Building System (IBS) Show Village site, the sale of a basic 1142-square feet completed 
house is only around RM76,163.90, which is much cheaper than other properties in the market.This 
is without taking into account land costs. The new solution will start to be implemented through an 
affordable housing project in Kedah, which involves the construction of 200 houses. "We've been 
approached by the (Kedah) state to see whether we can (start) 200 houses, so we're working to 
come up with a proposal," he said, adding that an agreement is expected to be inked within the 
year. 

Judin also said the new solution will reduce the dependency on foreign labour as it reduces 
construction time by as much as 35% compared with the use of precast concrete. "The use of this 
material is not only for a house, it can also be used in high-rise building and other kinds of 
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structure," he noted. These houses are built using lightweight polyurethane composite panels that 
can be installed easily and quickly. Bayer, which is among the world's largest polymer companies, 
produces composite construction materials that has insulation properties to make home cooler, 
flood and fire-resistant and the ability to withstand strong winds. 

Meanwhile, Works Minister Datuk Fadillah Yusof said the affordable housing projects are line with 
the government's aim to build one million affordable and comfortable housing for the people. 
Following the recent floods that affected a number of state in the country, he said it is critical now to 
re-look methods and the adoption of new materials and technologies in constructing houses. 

http://www.thesundaily.my/news/1356598 

 

Iris to invest initial RM130m in project 

Posted on 21 January 2015 - 05:39am 

sunbiz@thesundaily.com 

PETALING JAYA: Iris Corporation Bhd is planning a joint venture with Technology Park Malaysia 
(TPM) Corp Sdn Bhd to develop a residential project on a piece of land in Phase 3 TPM Bukit Jalil with 
a RM130 million initial investment. "The company proposes to invest in an initial investment sum 
estimated at RM130 million for the implementation of the first phase of the project," Iris Corp told 
Bursa Malaysia yesterday. 

TPM is the beneficial owner of the land and it will provide 28.89 acres for the project. It will then 
sub-lease the land to the special purpose vehicle at a nominal consideration for the purpose of the 
project. "Iris Corp shall play the role of investor, contractor and developer and shall inject and 
provide the investment to construct, develop, complete and manage the project at its own costs and 
expenses," it said. 

Iris Corp said the JV would enable it to expand its business by constructing residential 
accommodations (including but not limited to town houses and hostels) and high rise apartments 
using the IRIS-KOTO Industrial Building System (IBS). The target market for the residential units 
would be students. "This project will further synergise the efforts of the company and TPM in 
creating a holistic technology educational hub proposed to be established in TPM Bukit Jalil," it said. 

http://www.thesundaily.my/news/1302455 
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UMP researchers propose used containers as temporary homes for flood victims 

Posted on 16 January 2015 - 02:40pm 

Last updated on 16 January 2015 - 03:34pm 

 

Datuk Dr Rosli Mohd Yunus shows the diagram of the container that has been suggested as a 
temporary settlement for flood victims. BERNAMA 

 

 

An artists impression of the container. BERNAMA 
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KUANTAN: In the search for suitable temporary settlements for flood victims, Universiti Malaysia 
Pahang (UMP) has proposed for the utilisation of used containers which are cheaper and faster to 
build. The dean of USM's Faculty of Chemical Engineering and Natural Resources, Professor Datuk Dr 
Rosli Mohd Yunus said, the containers developed using Modular Craft technology uses two 
important elements namely the containers and a special paint named Primer X which is capable of 
reducing heat. "The container jointly developed by UMP researchers and the Portland Group of 
Companies is seen as the best solution for flood victims. 

"The Industrial Building System (IBS) method of construction ensures that it is sturdy enough as a 
house or building," he told Bernama recently. Although the technology was new in Malaysia, he said 
it has been used overseas like London, for example, where they have a shopping complex made of 
containers while the Netherlands uses containers to form a hostel which can accommodate over 
2,000 students at a time. Rosli said containers have also been used by the United States of America 
to house Hurricane Katrina victims in 2012. He said even UMP has a three-storey building with 72 
rooms for their lecturers using the same technology. 

http://www.thesundaily.my/news/1298315 

 

Borneo Post 

 

Upgrading Malaysia’s construction sector 

October 3, 2015, Saturday Paulius Kuncinas 

Short to medium-term prospects for Malaysia’s construction sector remain promising, with state and 
private sector spending on the rise as the government launches initiatives to spur industry growth. 

In mid-September the government issued a five-year blueprint to overhaul the nation’s construction 
sector. The scheme, known as the Construction Industry Transformation Programme (CITP), outlines 
measures to professionalise the industry, improve environmental sustainability at the design and 
construction stages, and increase overall productivity and competitiveness. 

Stricter standards 

According to Malaysia’s Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, these goals are to be achieved 
through more stringent industrial standards, formalising professional training and promoting greater 
use of advanced technology.  

Among the standards to be implemented is the Quality Assessment System in Construction, also 
known as QLASSIC, which will create a unified system for measuring the quality of construction 
workmanship. “The CITP targets to make QLASSIC a mandatory element in all government projects 
by 2018,” Najib said. 

During the launch, the prime minister emphasised the need for Malaysia to boost productivity in the 
sector and reduce the country’s dependence on low-skilled foreign labour. To achieve this, the plan’s 
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18 initiatives will focus on key productivity drivers, such as the workforce, technology and processes, 
with a specialist apprenticeship programme on the horizon to bolster local talent. 

The new blueprint will also focus on effect multipliers such as building information modelling and 
industrialised building systems, which the country’s Construction Industry Development Board 
(CIDB) expects will keep sector growth in the double digits for a third consecutive year. The 
construction industry is forecast to expand by 10.3 per cent this year, according to the CIDB, after 
posting average annual growth of 13.5 per cent over the last three years. 

Infrastructure support 

Medium-term prospects for the sector have been buoyed by a series of large-scale transport 
infrastructure projects rolled out by the government as part of the latest five-year development 
plan, the 11th Malaysia Plan (11MP). These include road, rail and port developments, as well as new 
affordable housing schemes, which could further accelerate the industry’s growth rate over the 
coming years. 

According to Hong Leong Investment Bank (HLIB), “The current construction sector’s data on 
contract awards [shows] that the momentum of job wins remains strong for contractors. 11MP has 
witnessed a 13 per cent allocation increase to RM260 billion (US$59 billion).” 

The industry’s strong project pipeline and state commitments to boost funding for infrastructure 
development prompted the research division of HLIB to issue an ‘overweight’ outlook for Malaysia’s 
construction sector, noting that higher levels of spending under the latest five-year plan will result in 
a constant flow of new contracts for the industry. 

As large construction firms reach capacity, smaller contractors are likely to benefit in the years 
ahead. “Given the fairly limited supply of capacity from some of the bigger players, we think that the 
smaller contractors should enjoy a much bigger spill-over effect compared to the last two to three 
years,” research firm CIMB Research predicted earlier this year. With the opportunity to broaden 
their bases, smaller firms could potentially gain capacity to bid on larger projects in the future. 

Higher demand may also lead to a rise in technology and equipment purchases in the coming years, 
though, at least in the shorter term, any investment in imported equipment will be more costly due 
to the weaker ringgit. 

Competition and costs 

The industry as a whole is facing higher input costs, which could impact margins going forward. Like 
many of Malaysia’s import-dependant industries, the building sector has been affected by the 
declining ringgit, which slipped to a 17-year low against the US dollar in mid-August. This 
depreciation has eroded much of the positive impact of declining prices for steel and other dollar-
denominated inputs. 

According to the CIDB, another key area of concern is foreign competition, with the potential for 
global players to eat into the market share of local firms. With the Asean Economic Community 
scheduled to launch in December, lower trade barriers across the 10-nation bloc could see an 
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increase in competition as regional contractors enter the market, making government efforts to 
improve the local construction industry’s competitiveness all the more important. 

Read more: http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/10/03/upgrading-malaysias-construction-
sector/#ixzz3nyr6EmAA 

 

Najib: Government enhancing human capital development to curb foreign labour 

September 11, 2015, Friday 

 

Najib (centre) being briefed by Fadillah (left) at the International Construction Week (ICW) 2015 
themed ‘Building A Greener Future’ theme in Kuala Lumpur. — Bernama photo 

KUALA LUMPUR: Enhancing human capital development is one of the initiatives outlined under the 
Construction Industry Transformation Plan (CITP) to reduce dependence on foreign labour, Datuk 
Seri Najib Tun Razak said. 

The prime minister said the proposed measures included streamlining construction-related courses, 
creating a training map to chart progress towards a skill trade, conducting curricula reviews, and 
ensuring up-to-date industry training content. “A specialist apprenticeship programme would be 
initiated,” he said at the launch of the five-day International Construction Week (ICW) 2015 themed 
‘Building A Greener Future’ theme here, yesterday. 

Najib, who is also finance minister, said the programme would be a collaboration between the 
governing body and industry players. It will serve as a platform for graduates from Akademi Binaan 
Malaysia, technical and vocational education training institutes to be hired as apprentices by 
industry players undertaking large projects. 
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One of the CITP’s initiatives is the introduction of a more stringent requirement to significantly 
reduce accidents and fatalities in the construction industry, he added. “This will ensure that all 
contractors bidding for a particular project to estimate adequately the costs to meet the safety and 
health requirement,” he said. As part of the CITP’s thrusts, he said a Centre of Excellence (CoE) for 
Sustainable Construction would be established to promote and implement sustainable construction 
systems and practices. 

Najib said the centre was part of the government’s targets to showcase the Malaysian construction 
industry as a low carbon, sustainable building and infrastructure model, especially to Asean 
countries. The CITP is also aimed at inducing faster adoption of Industrialised Building System (IBS), 
mechanisation and modern practices, he added. “This, together with the use of other technologies 
already available, as well as, with a healthy dose of innovation, will place Malaysia’s construction 
industry in good stead to achieve continuous growth whilst providing a good foundation for 
Malaysia’s construction players to expand internationally,” he said. 

The prime minister expects the construction industry to gain a bigger number in the coming 11th 
Malaysia Plan as it recorded RM102 billion worth of projects in 2011 and grew incrementally to 
RM157 billion in 2014. He said the CITP, formed part of the 11th Malaysia Plan, was aimed at 
creating construction industry players that were sustainable at home and able to compete in the 
international arena. 

The CITP is a comprehensive implementation plan, encompassing 18 initiatives from four strategic 
thrusts, namely quality, safety and professionalism; environment sustainability; productivity; and 
internalisation. “Each of the four strategic thrusts seeks to transform and improve the public and 
international image of the industry,” he said. 

Present were Works Minister Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof, his deputy, Datuk Rosnah Abdul Rashid 
Shirlin, and Construction Industry Development Board chief executive Datuk Seri Judin Abdul Karim. 
— Bernama 

Read more: http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/09/11/najib-government-enhancing-human-
capital-development-to-curb-foreign-labour/#ixzz3nyrIC290 
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‘Taman Beverly drain successfully upgraded’ 

 July 11, 2015, Saturday Irene C, reporters@theborneopost.com 

 

Lau (left) says HSL has been improving their implementation methods and at the same time, 
undertaking all necessary efforts to ensure success of the project. 

KUCHING: Upgrading works on the drain in Taman Beverly has been completed within the stipulated 
time, thanks to the collaborative input from various professionals. Hock Seng Lee Bhd executive 
director Simon Lau, who is also a local expert on flood mitigation works, said although the project 
was primarily on upgrading the 50m drain, which is 7.2m in width, its complexity made the entire 
work ‘a little tough’. “The drain is not only located right in the middle of two rows of terraced 
houses, it is also surrounded by steep slope. “In this case, project planning matters a lot. We have 
been having numerous discussions and improving our implementation methods, and at the same 
time undertaking all the necessary efforts to ensure success (of the project),” the engineer said in a 
press statement. 

Lau opined that it was unfair for the project team to take accusations since they had sought 
professional advice apart from having experienced engineers to keep track of the project. “There 
were a lot of ideas on how to construct this big monsoon drain in tight working areas, in ensuring 
that the drain would be of good quality and also safe. We want to provide a drain that will see better 
flow of water which in turn, would bring down the risk of flood. “After numerous brainstorming 
sessions, we have come up with this method which we believe will minimise the risk of slope 
collapsing at any time during constitution period, as well as provide enough temporary pipes to 
allow normal flow of water during constitution period.  

In any unlikely event of flash floods, we can remove all obstructions within one hour and provide 
fastest on-site construction time (completion within a week) to minimise inconveniences to 
residents, alongside risks to the surrounding neighbourhoods. “To us, a good planning is already half 
of the success.” Still, Lau insisted that embedding stones at the bottom of the drain architecture 
would not cause any blockage. “What many people see is just the surface, without knowing what lies 
beneath. We have already laid two big pipes before the stones – a mechanism that would be 
effective in helping water flow. “The L-shape concrete precast drain units need to be laid starting 
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from far end, after temporary access way is constructed. A concrete precast unit weighs 
approximately two tonnes, and we need at least 100 of such units. Hence, we need a temporary 
heavy machinery access to bring in the unit.” 

This brought Lau to further explain that just because there were not many workers at the site, it was 
right to assume that works had come to a halt. “Those engaged in the project had been working hard 
on producing the L-shape concrete precast unit at the factory, and then transported those materials 
to the site. “The project has been carried out according to schedule, without any delay. In addition, 
we installed the concrete precast units during the last three days. The project went on well, and was 
already completed by Monday night. The rest is just some finishing touches.” Lau hoped that elected 
representatives and local communities would give their support to such project by coming together 
to solve problems, avoiding misconceptions and causing unwarranted worries. “The drain has been 
transformed from a simple and narrow structure, to a wider and more reliable channel for the water 
to flow smoothly. This will certainly offer greater convenience to residents of Taman Beverly. The 
developer appreciates the patience and understanding shown by them during the project period,” 
he said. 

Taman Beverly resident Jinbai Ganing, who met Lau during the latter’s recent site inspection, 
commended the contractors for the a job well-done. Jinbai, who formerly worked in the building 
renovation industry, said the hard work those workers put in during the last couple of days and 
nights would not go unnoticed. 

“I am very grateful that the government cares about us. As the (drain) project was being 
implemented, I could see the positive working attitude of the workers and the commitment of the 
developer to get the work done.” It is learned later that it took the contractor four days to complete 
the installation of L-shape concrete. The project reached completion on July 6. 

Read more: http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/07/11/taman-beverly-drain-successfully-
upgraded/#ixzz3nzMWoPUU 

 

Company to build 35,000 houses for Sabah poor 

July 4, 2015, Saturday 

KOTA KINABALU: Braxton Technology Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of HMD International Group, will hold an 
Integrated Building System (IBS) exhibition in Keningau on August 28 to showcase building materials 
needed to build houses for the poor in Sabah. 

President of HMD Group, Dr. Harrey Duawai, said the company would build about 35,000 units, 
costing RM250,000 each in Sabah, and the recipients have been identified by the group. “The 
materials to be used in the construction of the houses would be the IBS materials. These materials 
will be imported from China to construct the two-storey humanitarian houses. It is sourced from a 
firm in Chandong, which is an affiliated government linked company (GLC),” Dr. Harrey told a news 
conference here, yesterday. He said, among the places identified for the project are Paitan, Tenom, 
Kemabong, Sook, Tawau, Sandakan, Kota Marudu and many more. “The project will start in Kota 
Marudu as soon as the first shipment of IBS materials arrives,” he divulged. 
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He said in order for the recipient to get the house, he or she must have a land to build the house on. 
“Secondly, the recipient must be a Sabahan and has a family. In order to verify the authenticity of 
the applicants, HMD staff, comprising of unit managers, field supervisors and zone supervisors, will 
liaise with the village development and security committee (JKKK) in the respective areas. Then, 
application forms would be given to them (applicants) to fill in. 

He also said that if the land of the recipient is large (apart from the house), it will be jointly 
developed between the Group and the land owner to plant tapioca on a 20-80 basis, which means 
the owner would get 20 per cent of the profit and the Group gets 80 per cent. “The the land will not 
be charged so there is no risk involved,” he said, adding that the funds to build the houses come 
from corporate donations. Dr. Harrey said, to realise the project would take at least ten years. Also 
in attendance were the deputy president of HMD International Group, Bernadette P. Lantai, 
president of Tinungkusan PDik Ganai and Group officials. 

Read more: http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/07/04/company-to-build-35000-houses-for-
sabah-poor/#ixzz3nxVo4zzB 

 

133 new permanent houses to be handed over before Aidilfitri 

June 13, 2015, Saturday 

KUALA LUMPUR: The federal government is confident that 133 units of the new permanent houses 
(RKB) will be handed over to flood victims across the country before Aidilfitri. To date, 546 RKB units 
are under construction and 34 units have been completed, according to a statement by the Post-
Flood Recovery Unit (UPPB), Prime Minister’s Department (JPM), here, yesterday. It pointed out that 
the government was committed to its promise to build a total of 1,415 units of RKB for flood victims 
nationwide. “The government is concerned about the difficulties faced by flood victims who are 
staying in tents while waiting for completion of the new houses, especially in Gua Musang, Kelantan. 
“Hence, the transferring of the victims to the National Service Training Programme (PLKN) 
Ethnobotany Camp is carried worked out in stages and is expected to be completed before 
Ramadan,” it said. 

The statement was issued to clarify allegation by DAP advisor Lim Kit Siang that the federal 
government had failed to keep its promise to build houses for the Kelantan flood victims. UPPB also 
refuted Lim’s allegation that the federal government was doing nothing while the victims were still 
living in tents. “In order to expedite the construction period, the new houses will be built under the 
Industrialised Building System (IBS) and Modular which enables a house to be completed in 30 days 
compared with 75 days, if implemented conventionally,” it said. 

The statement said that the federal government remained committed to its promise despite various 
constraints including finding suitable land to accommodate 835 victims. However, with the 
cooperation from the state government and other options, the federal government was confident 
that such issues could be resolved promptly. — Bernama 

Read more: http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/06/13/133-new-permanent-houses-to-be-
handed-over-before-aidilfitri/#ixzz3nyrmUxsj 
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Lend Lease eyes setting up training academy for workforce in TRX project 

March 26, 2015, Thursday 

KUALA LUMPUR: Property developer, Lend Lease Projects (M) Sdn Bhd, will explore the setting up of 
a training academy for its major project, the lifestyle quarter of the Tun Razak Exchange (TRX), as 
part of its evolving partnership with the Construction Industry Development Board (CIDB). Its 
managing director, Dinesh K. Nambiar, said the academy will be a pilot project for the Asian region 
and aimed to advance the skills and competencies of key workers with the introduction of its 
flagship Safety Supervisor Apprenticeship Programme. “So we have got this training curriculum, and 
TRX is going to be the first major project that we will use to commit as a training ground, the 
‘classroom’ that is to be translated into a project,” he told Bernama recently. 

On innovation and improving the productivity, Dinesh said Lend Lease will also be working on the 
Industrialised Building System in TRX and set a new benchmark in the construction industry while 
hoping to reduce the dependency on foreign labour in Malaysia. TRX will be one of the largest 
developments in Lend Lease’s current portfolio of global projects, where it has a 60 per cent 
partnership in the lifestyle quarter with TRX’s master developer, 1MDB Real Estate. The TRX lifestyle 
quarter, a retail-led mixed-use development of over 6.88 hectares, aimed to become a global hub for 
international finance and business. It is forecast to have a gross development value of RM8 billion 
upon completion. 

Since Lend Lease inked an agreement with CIDB in April last year, the Australian-headquartered 
company has hosted many CIDB seminars on construction safety practices. It also continued to 
participate in key events to promote the adoption of international best practices in construction 
safety methods for the industry, among them in plant and crane operations, scaffolding and welding. 
Lend Lease is also working to enhance work site safety training in all six CIDB-owned Malaysian 
Construction Academy (Akademi Binaan Malaysia – ABM). 

CIDB chief executive Datuk Seri Dr Judin Abdul Karim, said TRX will be made a showcase and centre 
of excellence for the safety standards in construction industry in the country, with the expertise of 
Lend Lease. “Having an international experts like Lend Lease to collaborate with CIDB, we would 
learn more and able to enhance the image as well as able to offer opportunities for youths to join 
the construction industry. 

 

Meanwhile, chief executive officer, Asia, Lend Lease Asia Holdings Pte Ltd, Rod Leaver, said in TRX, 
the workforce will experience a difference in developing the project as they would be upskilled, thus 
helping them to build a better career in the industry. “We are committed to upskill workers in safety 
training, quality and also thinking holistically about health and well-being. They are not just here to 
be used as workforce, but will also be our partners and grow together. “As one of the largest 
infrastructure property developers and investment managers in Australia, we see the opportunities 
to replicate our business here in Malaysia over a long period of time,” said Leaver. 

The company, which has over 40 years’ experience in developing, building, owning and operating 
successful retail centres, has completed over 10,000 projects around the world. It pledged to 
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operate incident- and injury-free in all its construction projects in the Americas, Australia, Asia and 
Europe. — Bernama 

Read more: http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/03/26/lend-lease-eyes-setting-up-training-
academy-for-workforce-in-trx-project/#ixzz3nyrdQXT6 

 

Don’t allow illegal extensions, councils told 

January 22, 2015, Thursday Mohamad Abdullah, reporters@theborneopost.com 

 

Abang Johari (left) pointing to the drainage system of the new Sungai Rait PPR. Also seen are Abdul 
Karim (second left) and Ripin (right). 

MIRI: Local councils must strictly enforce their laws against illegal extension of houses, especially 
those in housing areas that are renovated to become shops and business premises. According to 
Minister of Housing Datuk Amar Abang Johari Tun Openg, such acts were a breach of their 
agreement when they purchased the houses as residential premises. 

“The extensions are not only illegal but are also disrupting the livelihood of other residents in the 
housing areas,” Abang Johari told members of the press after making a site visit to the Sungai Rait 
Public Housing Project (PPR) in Lambir yesterday. 

Present were assistant ministers for housing Datuk Abdul Karim Rahman Hamzah and Datuk Francis 
Harden Hollis, Assistant Minister of Sports Datuk Lee Kim Shin, Lambir assemblyman Ripin Lamat, 
former SUPP president Tan Sri Peter Chin Fah Kui and SUPP secretary general Datuk Sebastian Ting. 

According to Abang Johari, the Ministry of Housing would monitor housing estates for any illegal 
extension. He was responding to complaints by residents in Permyjaya, Tudan that many low-cost 
houses there were extended and renovated into business premises. 
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On PPR, he said another project for 400 houses would be built here this year to meet the demand 
for houses. He said the Sungai Rait PPR was expected to be completed ahead of schedule in October 
because it used the Industrialised Building System (IBS). “It is a good thing that the contractor uses 
the Industrialised Building System as it enables the project to be completed in time and it also saves 
cost,” he said. 

He disclosed that the PPR houses cost RM50,000 each and were as good as houses priced at over 
RM100,000 each in the private sector. He encouraged private developers in the state to adopt the 
IBS, saying it helps to cut cost and manpower. So far, the Sungai Rait PRR is the third in the state to 
be developed under the IBS. 

Read more: http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/01/22/dont-allow-illegal-extensions-councils-
told/#ixzz3nxXXxHP8 

 

http://www.innovacia.com.my/
mailto:info@innovacia.com.my
http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/01/22/dont-allow-illegal-extensions-councils-told/#ixzz3nxXXxHP8
http://www.theborneopost.com/2015/01/22/dont-allow-illegal-extensions-councils-told/#ixzz3nxXXxHP8

