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Above RM100mil spent on purchasing software yearly
FROM PAGE 34

It revolutionises CAD drawings by al-
lowing the assembly of components from 
database; instead of drawing line by line. 

The company is also expecting more 
demand on its TiffinCAD-based Tiffin-
TOOLS-IBS solution with the current 
government focus on affordable IBS 
housing.

The firm, which only has five perma-
nent employees, has set its sights even 
further, bolstered by its successful in-
clusion into Matrade’s exporter devel-
opment programme for the 2012-2013 
period.

Shahrul Nizar said: “We have started 
to talk to a few Asean countries such as 
Singapore, Indonesia and Brunei on our 
own, and we are mainly targeting the 
Asean and Middle East regions.”

Aware that Malaysian contractors are 
among the most active in the regional 
construction arena, Shahrul said Inno-
vacia also offers customisation for Tif-
finCAD, not just a box set of solutions. 
This includes incorporating foreign stan-
dards into the software to suit customer 
needs and reduce costs of going overseas.

He added: “Innovacia will be joining 
about 50 other Malaysian companies in 
the Malaysia Services Exhibition in Doha 
which is part of Project Qatar Expo 2012 
(April 30 to May 3), during which we will 
release our TiffinCAD GE (Global Edi-
tion) and TiffinCAD SE (Student Edition).

“Furthermore, we are looking for part-
ners as distributors for overseas markets 
(especially in Asean and Middle East 
countries) as well as for local users. Inno-
vacia is also looking forward for cloud-
based collaborations with other parties,” 
he said.

A professional civil engineer, Shah-
rul Nizar’s career has been deeply en-
trenched in IBS since he started out 
with Bursa-listed IBS manufacturer and 
contractor ACP Industries Berhad (now 
MTD ACPI Engineering Berhad), before 
joining the government service. 

After a stint in CIDB and then UEM 
Group, he established Innovacia in No-
vember 2006 as the first Malaysian con-
sultancy and training house focusing on 
IBS.

Meanwhile, executive director and 
CAD expert Zuraini Jamari has more 
than two decades of CAD/CAM consul-
tancy experience. He was involved in the 
development of many CAD-based soft-
ware including the Modular Coordina-
tion Checker (MC2) for CIDB Malaysia, 
MBM CAD for Majlis Bandaraya Melaka 
Bersejarah, and BL CAD Measure for Bin-
alink Sdn Bhd.

Backed by his vast experience as CAD 
designer as well as software developer, 
Zuraini led a group of young local engi-
neers to produce the affordable and in-
dustry-friendly CAD software last year.

Now, Innovacia openly stating its in-

tent to make it to Teraju’s Teras 1000 
list of top bumiputera companies. 

Zuraini explained: “Technical draw-
ing is an important tool for Malaysia’s 
industrialisation - whether in agricul-
ture, construction or defense, we all 
use technical drawings.

“Currently, the country is spending 
more than RM100 million annually 
just for purchasing software. On top 
of that, we spend for training, certifi-
cation and for using foreign software.

“Besides being a cheaper and bet-
ter alternative, TiffinCAD can also be 
customised to sub-sectors such as ar-
chitecture, where we offer them CAD-
based solutions to improve their 
services. 

“We think this is not only impor-
tant for the Teras 1000 programme, 
but also the Economic Transformation 
Programme (ETP),” he said.

Asked why no other Malaysian has 
thought of this idea, he said: “To con-
ceive what we have, we needed to 
gather enough experience in industry 
sectors such as architecture and engi-
neering, as well as knowledge of CAD 
software usage and programming 
before attempting our own CAD 
software.

“It is quite tough for one person to 

Shahrul Nizar (right) 
and Zuraini show-
casing Innovacia’s 
software at TechnoX-
change 2012, where 
the company was 
nominated for ‘Most 
Innovative Compa-
ny’ at the NEF-Awani 
ICT Awards 2011

have all these factors in one place, so we 
can be considered lucky in this sense.

“I’ve been developing third party ap-
plications in addition to working with 
AutoCAD for the past 15 years. When 
we develop software on under applica-
tions, there are a lot of limitations.

“So that is the reason we teamed up 
to have a go at TiffinCAD, from just us-
ing CAD as a service provider. We really 
saw the need to have a Malaysian-based 
CAD software, so a lot of other appli-
cations can be developed on top of it,” 
Zuraini enthused.

Moving towards 2020, to be a first-
class country – a country needs to be 
able to build its own engines and have 
all these essential tools. This software 
is part of the basic elements needed to 
help other industries grow as well, he 
noted.

“The ETP is mainly based on SMEs – 
for SMEs to build up Malaysia. Our so-
lution is geared towards SMEs, as a lot 
of small manufacturers in machining 
cannot compete on an even keel with 
large conglomerates because the gap in 
technology used is just too wide,” Shah-
rul Nizar chipped in.

Zuraini added: “The large companies 
have all the best and most advanced 
machinery, whereas the small one-man 
or two-men shows cannot afford these 
equipment. So we help bridge the gap 
by providing cheaper backing solutions 
to speed up and improve their processes.

“For instance, many of the long-time 
small manufacturers are still using ma-
chines from the 60s – dead technology. 
So what we try to do is refurbish the 
software side so they can compete on 
a better footing in terms of better solu-
tions and faster delivery of services.

“We are not just selling software, we 
also trying to improve the industry as 
we go along,” he remarked.

     A lot of small man-
ufacturers in machin-
ing cannot compete on 
an even keel with large 
conglomerates because 
the gap in technology 
used is just too wide.


